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PREFACE 

Thb8b plays are really dramatic pageants, and the 
varions acte are, with few exceptions, episodes, with 
different characters and representing different peri- 
ods of time. Many of the episodes are in themselves 
complete plays, and can be presented for Thanka- 
^ving, Christmas, Fl^ Day, Washington's Birth* 
day, and so on. For example. Act I of ^ Dream 
of Gold and Act II of The Man who bore the Bur- 
-'■■ den are suitable for Christmas. Any one of the acts 
of A Dream of Freedom or of Troubles on Land 
_j and Sea could be used for Thanksgiving. For Flag 
=3 Bay, Fourth of July, and other patriotic celebra- 
tions, there is abundant material in 7%e Boston 
Tea Party f When Courage was needed, and A 
Brave Deed by Brave Men. Any one of the epi- 
sodes in The Man who bore the Burden could be 
used as a play for February 22. 

Whether these plays are read in class or acted in 
costume, their influence will be strong. The no- 
bility and courage of our forefathers, who stood 
forth so bravely for justice, become, through the 
medium of dramatic action, vital and real. Nor is 
it too much to believe that this very nobility and 
conn^ will be absorbed uncoQBciousIy and help to 
form the character of the boys and girls who read 
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It PBEFACE 

and speak dieir words. Moreover,, these plajs, by 
their appeal to the imaginatioD, will awaken a new 
and lively interest in Americui history. 

Infioite pains were taken in the preparation of 
the playa. The reseudi required to gather the ma- 
terial, with the setting of each scene and its ttne 
historic atmosphere, has been great. The best his- 
torical 8oiux»s were sought and all facts vwified by 
the higheat authorities. For tbe oorrectneas of the 
historic data I am indebted to Dr. Allen Johnson, 
Frofeesor of American histoiy, Yale University. 
His criticisms were most Talnable, and enabled me 
to plaoe eertaiu charactras and scenes in their true 
proportions. 

A.S. 
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DRAMATIZED SCENES FROM 
AMERICAN HISTORY 



A DREAM OF GOLD 

OB 

THE SETTLEMENT AT JAMESTOWN 

ACT I 
TntE : leoe ~ December llOth. 
Place : London, England. The doeka. 



Captain John Smith. 
Captain Newport. 
Captain Gtosnold. 
Captain Ratcupfb. 
Mate. 

A MOTHBB. 

William. 

Mollis. 

Chablib. 

TODKELL. 
MlSTEESS TODEILL. 

Squire Phbttiplace. 
TooNQ Phbttiplace. 
Sib Gilbeet Manlovb. 



Sib Ricbabd HAKLtnrr. 
Chaplain Hunt. 
Eibbt Oentlehan. 
Second Gentleman. 
Third Gentleman. 
Geobge Pekct. 
Phillips. 
Waltebs. 
Simpson. 
Henbt Speluan. 
FiBST Gallant. 
Second Gallant. 
Thied Gallant. 
Fourth Gallant. 
LoBiw, Ladies, Sailors, Belatites, Gallants, 
Artisans, Beggabs. 
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3 A DREAM OF GOLD 

{Ititerior of covered dock is seen, loUh deck of a 
scdling vessel lying close. Sailors are loading ship 
loith bags, barrels, cases, boxes, etc., now piled high 
on dock. 6roupsofpas8eng«r» — all men •'^ stand 
about. Other passengers — all men — enter from 
land. All carry baggage, and all are well dressed. 
They wear long cloaks and fine hats with plumes, 
and bear themselves as gentlemen. All are young, 
none being over thirty. Captains Nbwpobt, Gos- 
HOLD, and Eatolifpb are talking together as they 
watch loading of ship.) 

Matb {to sailors). These eases o£ oil to the Sarah 
Constant I These barlej hags to the Sanhl 

Sailoss. Aye! Aye! 

{€fo to.ship with freight.) 

Mate (to other sailors). These vinegar barrels to 
the Goodspeed ! These boxes to the Discovery 1 Load 
these craft across the decks o£ the Sarah. 

(Sailors go loith freight. Other sailors return 
from ships.) 

Mate (to sailors). These boxes of spice to Uw 
GU>odspeedI These barley bags to Discovery! Vin- 
egar barrels to Diseorefy! 00 cases to (rood- 
speed! 

(Sailors loading sh^s.) 

GosHOLD. Oar passengers are arriving betimes. 

Ratcuffb (looking abou£). 'Tis strange Sir 
Richard Hakluyt is not here. 'T was he who planned 
this voyage to America. Be helped, too, with Uie 
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A SEEAH OF GOLD 8 

large expaaiee of Bcuding these men and of Bttding 
them Id a colony. 

Nbwpowt. He hatJi heen imnmoned to King 
James to hear who will govern them in Tu^pnia. 

GoeKOLD. It hath pleated his Majesty to hold it 
back till the very last There will be gnimbHngs all 
the way over. 

Nbwtobt. Nay, tbeae gentlmien are going with 
^e hope of fioding gold. They care not who is 
leader. 

{Miter other paeaengere of same cltut aa thoee 
on deck. Many are aoeompamed hy reiativee.) 

A HoTHBB {to WiiUam), Oh, I cannot bear to 
have yoo go, ny son ! 'T is a wild and fearsome 
oountry. 

WiLUAH (a brtgfe tfouth of eighteen). There is 
naught to fear, dear mother. Just think of the for- 
tune I '11 make in gold 1 I could ue'er make so much 
in England. And next year this time I *U be coming 
bade, witii presents for you ai jewels and gold^ 
as much as I oan carry. 

MoTHEB. I truly beUere you will, lad. 

( They pass on. A brotf^ and eieter approach 
— MoLLiB and Chableb.) 

MoujB. And do yon really thiok yon '11 be back 
in England, brotfaer, just a year from now ? 

Chaklbb. Why, 'tis certain, sister! And you 
will be wearing ^ngs of pearls, and rings of gold 
on your fingers. 
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Mollis. Oh I how wonderfal I Will yon really 
find jewels and gold there, Charles? 

Chablbs. Is it not said so by every one ? I tell 
yon, Mollie, I shall come home rich. 

{Thei/ pass on. Master and Mistress Todkill 
tg>proach. They are young and home been but re- 
cently married.) 

M18TBE88 ToDKiLL. Now, John, yon mnst not 
work too hard. Digging gold is fatiguing. 

Toskill. Met^inks I shan't have to dig much, 
dear. I have beads enough to trade with the Indi- 
ans for their golden kettles or saucepans. 

MisTBBBs ToDKiLL. You might get both — you 
can fit them into each oUier. I daresay they will have 
golden bowls, too, which you can fit into the kettles. 

ToDKiLL. I will place them bother nicely. And 
yon shall have them all next year, dear wife. 

MiSTBBSB ToDKiLL. Oh, that will be splendid, 
John I Splendid 1 

{T^ypaas on. Phettiplaob and son €^)proach. 
Fhbttiplaob is a fat country squire ; is gayly 
dressed in a red hunting suit Sis son, a youth 
of twenty, wears a rich velvet suit, velvet cloak, 
andplvmed hat.) 

FsBrnPLACB. Now, son, don't foi^ to send me 
gold by the very first ship that returns. 

SoK. I 'U not forget, father. So just go on with 
your hunting. Keep your mansion filled with guests, 
and give not one diought to your debts. 



by Google 



A DBEAH OP GOLD B 

Phkttipl40B. Oh, I shan't let debts troable me 
now. Ifethinks I shall borrow some on the gold 
you will find in Yirginia. 

SoH. Borrow as much as you choose. I shall come 
back home worth millions. 

FBSrriPiiAOB. I *m glad America was diseorered. 
It comes in very handy when one is down in for- 
tune. 

{They pa$$ on, laughing. Enter Sir Gilbebt 
Hahlotb. He is seventy-Jive years old; is el^ 
gantly dressed; is a dandy of the period.) 

FiBST Gbntlekun (to hw group). Look you — 
there is Sir Gilbert Manlove of the king's court. 
Think yon he is going? 

{Others looking. Sir Gilbbbt sees them; joins 
them hastily.) 

Sib Gilbert. Gentlemen — a boon I crave I A 
favor I would a^ yon I 

Tmefs Gbntleuax. You have only to iqieok, Sir 
CKlhert. 

Sib Gilbbbt. 'Tis said yon will sail to a land 
where the rivers flow o'er golden sands. 

Second Gehtlehak. That is true, my lord. 

Sm GiLBEBT. 'T is said these rivers feed a foun- 
tain of marvelous cures — a fountain that will give 
eternal youth to all who bathe in its waters. 

Thibd Gentlbuan. We expect to see this foun- 
tain, my lord, hut know not its location. 

Sib Gilbbbt. Gentlemen, find this fountain of 
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« A DBEA3I or GOLD 

yoatfa for me and joa ihall have half of my for* 
tone. X 'II come in a ship of my own, I vill 1 I 'II 
come as soon as you vrite me. 

First Ohntlbmait. We 'II make it our first busi* 
ness, my lord. 

Othkbs. Aye, we will I 

{They paaa on, tallaotg earnestly. Miter from 
land Henbt Sphduh, a bright and well-dressed 
boy of twdve years. Me has fine and courteous 
manners. Me carries no baggage; looks about ae 
if half frightened ; joins a group, doffing his cap 
politdy.) 

Hkhbt. I give yon good day, Masters. Be diat 
the ship for Virginia? 

Fkrot. All three are bound fox Vii^ia. 

Henbt. Will they be sailing soon ? 

Fkbot. Presently — within the hoar. 

Hbnbt (sJiowing disappointment) . Hoar I 

YotTKo FHKmpLAOS. Is tbut not soon enough 
for you ? 

Henbt. I want to sail at once. 

Squibe Phbitipljlob. Bless me I Beyongoiogt 
lad? 

Henbt. Aye, Master. 

pBiLUFB. Ferchanoe your parents will sail with 
ns? 

Hbhbt. Nay — 

SiuPBON. Perchance you have relatives going? 

Hbhbt. Nay — 
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A DIEE41I OP GOLD T 

Wautibs. Soom older {ri»Bds or nd^bon, then? 

Hbhbt. Na^r, I be alooe. 

{Looks about ansnously.) 
' H«th Gaptitn John Smith not oome ? 'T vm aud 
he would Bail to Amerioa. 

Fkbot. Oh, ho I So that h what hath brought 
yon I 

(7b other Sf laughing^ 

He hath heard of Captain Smidi's adTentnres in 
foreign lands and ktoka ipon him as a hero. 

Waltebs. What know yon of John Smith, lad ? 

Hbhbt. He is indeed a hero. When he was a 
boy no older than I, he would not plaj with otiksr 
bojra, but built him a hut in the forest And there 
he studied many books, and did practice mooh with 
his horse and lanee. 

SqciBa FaBrriPLAOB. But how does that make 
him a hero? 

HxHKT. Why, he went awaj to foreign lands, 
and fought in their wars, and received great honors 
ttom queens and kings for bravery in battle. 

&HFSOar. Fooh 1 So have hundreds of others. 

Henbt. But Captain Smith fon^t for the weaker 
ones — for those who needed hdp. My father him- 
self bath told me. 

VvaOT. They be only trying to tease you, lad. 
Captain Smil^ is indeed a brave man. But you must 
not follow him to Ameiica. Hath your father coq- 
suited to it? 



by Google 



8 A DBEAU OF GOLD 

Henbt (embarrassed). Nay — not exactly. 

Pebot (graoely). Have yon run away from home, 
my boy? 

Hbnbt. I have fallen into displeasure at home. 

pEBCT. So you Trill run away to America? 
(HsNBT hangs his head; is silent.) 

That won't do, my lad. Come, we '11 tell Captain 
Newport abont it. 

(ffe looks about) 

Where is the Captain ? So any of yon gentlemen 
see him? 

(As the gentlemen look cibout, Henbt slips away 
and hides among cases and barrels.) 

Ah, there he is I (Turns to boy.) Why, the lad 
is gone! 

(All look about with concern.) 

Squibb Phettiplacb. He has hidden himself 
away somewhere. 

SiMFsoH. He 's very likely slipped to the ships. 

Pbilups. Oh, well, let him go. He'll have an 
easy life in Virginia. 

Wai/tbbs. And he can come back with gold 
enough to start him up in business. 

(Many passengers now ium toward land wooing 
hats and handkerchiefs.) 

Febct (looking to land). 'Tis Captain Smith 
who is coming I 

(Enter Captain John Smith, a ftandsome young 
man of twenty-s&ien. Se bears hims(^ as a titoT' 
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A DBEAU OF GOLD 9 

<mgk aoldier; fuu anohlejrank countenance; eJunoa 
unusiuU intelligejice, shrewdness, and courage; u 
modest, courteous, friendly. He now remotes his 
plumed hat and bowt to all. Nbwpoet crosses to 
him.) 

Newpobt. Ahf Captain Smitlt — I feared yoa 
would fail 08. 

Smith. I neveT hal when once my promise is 
pven. 

Nbwpobt. You be a man of yonr word, I know; 
and yet this venture is enough to frighten the stout- 
est heart. I vill return, but yon must remain — at 
least till another ship makes the voyage. 

Smith. So must these others. Captain. 

Newport. What know they of danger? They 
have never been away fnun home — they do not 
know what a wilderness means. Bnt you have 
traveled far and wide — you know to what yon are 
going. Ton know, also, that not a single person hath 
ever returned from that other colony that went to 
America so long ago. Nor hath any trace of them 
been found. They have disappeared entirefy. 

Smith. I do know, and I mean to hunt for them. 
That is my chief reason for going. I feel that it is a 
disgrace to England that one hnndred English men, 
women, and children could disappear so utterly. The 
others may dig for gold if they choose ; I know a 
soldier's duty. No painted warrior can frighten me, 
nor tomahawk, nor arrow that hath been poisoned. 
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10 A DBEA3I OF QOLS 

Nbwpobt. How am jon seardi among dio«e 
hordes of nvBges? We are not taking on army. 

Shitk. I ahall rolj npon hooea^in oar deaHngi 
with them. Have jou not beada and tiinkets for 
trading? 

Nbwfobt. Aye, a goodly cargo. 

(Other passengers enter~~many gaUant$fintheir 
fine eloake cmd Aoto, <md a few loorkmai and arU- 
sans, wTio wear woolen hUmses and caps. Smith 
looks at them, then looks at other groups keenly. 
He iuTM to Newport.) 

Why, nearly all do seem to be gaUanta 1 

Newfobt. Aye, indeed. 

Shith. Are there no other workmen goii^ than 
these? 

Nkwfokt. Only thoe few were Hsted. 

SuiTH. How many masons are there? AndUad^ 
•miths, oaipenters, farmers? 

Nbwpobt. Some two masons, one blacksmith, four 
oarpenters, and no farmers at aU. 

Shich. NofanneHiI 

{Bxa indignant voice aUracta attention. The 
others approetch and surround him and Nhwtobt.) 

Why, we should have fift^ 1 These gallants know 
not how to saw, or hew, or till the aoil. Are there 
ao skilled artisans among us ? 

NiiWFOBT. One — a goldsmith. 

Smith. Ha, hal A goldsmith to fashion us ele- 
gant omameDts fcom the gold we have n't foiindl 
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A DREAM OF GOLD 11 

FntarGALLAjfT. The gold is there io plehty. And 
pearls are there, by bushels. 'T would be -wisdom to 
take six goldsmiths, saj I. 

SuiTH. 'T would be wisdom to take six black- 
smiths. But more than anything else we need farm- 
ers to teach us how to plant our grain. 

Second QaiAjANT. 'Tia not necessary. The In- 
^DS will furnish us with food. 

SsoTH. The Indians may not be friendly. 

Thikd GtAiiLAST. They are said to be gentle and 
loving. 

FouBTH Gallaht. And if they are not, we hare 
onr arms — we can compel obedience. 

Othbbs. Ajel 

SuiTH. We '11 have no time for fighting, men. 
We must build cabins, and a store room and a fort. 

ChabziBS. Methongbtwe should live in the open. 
'Tis said the air is soft and mild — in winter the 
same as summer. 

William. And we can sleep npon beds of moss 
with which the ground is covered. 

Othbbs. Aye! 

SuiTH. 'T is all very pretty, and I wish it were 
true ; but there 's no land where one can live so> not 
even in the tropics. I know we will need cabins. And 
for these we must cut down trees and hew them into 
lumber. 

ToDKiLL. Hew them ourselves f 

SmTH. Who else do you think will do it? 
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12 A DBEAH OF GOLD 

Phbttiplaob. Why, we '11 make the Indians work 
for us. 

Others. Aye! We will! Of coarse I 

Smith. We most not make Blaves of Indians. 
And unless we treat them fairly, we eball be our- 
selves undone and perish as did those others. 

ToDKiLL. How know yon so much about Vir- 
ginia, sir? You have never been there. 

Smith. I have had experience in many lands. 

ToDKiLL. Ah, bnt Virginia is different. Have not 
fishermen told us what they saw on fishing trips 
there ? They beheld luscious fruit hanging from the 
trees all ready to be eaten. 

YouiTO Phbttipiaoe. And the beautiful forests 
were fiUedwith game. The shores were covered with 
oysters. Why, 'tis a land of plenty, mm — a parfr- 
dise — a garden of milk and honey I 
{Murmurs of assent.) 

Smith. I am sorry for yon, gentlemen. Your eyes 
will have been opened by this time next year. 
(7\cms away ; talks with Newpobt aside.) 

Mollis. I fear I 'II get no pearls after all — 

MiBTBESS ToDEiLL. NoT I my goldeu kettles — 

Chables. Indeed and you will I 

ToDEiLL. Of course you will ! 

William. You need not be troubled, mother. We 
know as much about Virginia as Captain Smith. 

FiBST Gallabt (looking to land). Look! Sii 
Richard Hakluyt comes I 
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Second Gallant. And oar chaplain — 

TmBD Gallant. And lords and ladies from the 
king's court — 

(Enter Sir Richabd Haklutt and Chaplain 
Hunt, who wears his clerical robes. Sir Riohabd 
carries a small metal box conspicuously. Miter 
many lords and ladies in rich attire. Enter many 
of the poor of London in raga. Nbwpobt crosses 
to Sir RiQHABD and boios.) 

Nbwpokt. We have been expecting you, Sir 
Bichard. 

Sib Riohabd. I was detained at ihe palace, Cap- 
tain, by his Majesty, King James. 
{ 2\ims to voyagers.) 

Gentlemen, Voyagers to Virginia, his Majesty 
hath commanded me to bear yon his farevells and 
to wish you God-speed on your voyage. 

VoTAOBBs. King James! Long live King James I 

Sib Riohabd. And, my friends, his Majesty bids 
you to set claim to all lands yon behold, in the name 
o£ England's sovereign, King James. His Majesty 
urges you further to dig diligently for gold and to 
search for. pearls and jewels. 

VoTAOBES. We wiU ! We will I 

Sib Riohabd. These lords and ladies have all 
contributed to the setting up of your colony, ^ey 
also bid you search for gold that you may reward 
their confidence. 

Votagebs. Aye I Ayel 
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14 A DREAM OF GOLD 

Sib Biohabd. Chaplain Hunt vill accompanj^ 
yon and will care for jour souls in the wilder 
nesB. 

Chaplain (earnestly). My heart burns to keep 
you with God and to convert the savages also. I 
will labor diligently to that end — no trouble will 
I spare me. 

Bib. Biohasd. And, gentlemen, King James hath 
chosen a leader for you — a president — to govern 
you in America. 

(Pauses : all are eagerly expectant.) 

His name, however, I cannot reveal. The king 
hath placed the name in this box, which must not 
be opened till your journey is ended. I give it 
now to the Senior Captain in command. *Tis his 
Majesty's explicit order. 

{Giving box to Captain Nbwpoet.) 

Newport. I shall see to it, Sir Bichard. 

Sib Riohabd. Be you ready to sail? 

Newport. Aye, we be. 

&B Biohabd. Then just one word more. Let 
nothing dishearten you, gentlemen — neither storms, 
nor cold, nor sickness. Bemember yon go to a land 
where there is eternal sunshine ; where stately trees 
spread their branches out over carpets of velvet 
mosses; where rivera flow over golden sands; where 
jewels lie in profusion ; where a wonderful fountain 
will keep you young, if you but bathe in its waters. 
And the people who dwell in this fairy land are said 
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A DREAM OF GOLD 15 

to be gentle and loving. Toa journey, then, to a 
Heaven on earth, to a beautiful Qardeo of Eden. 

VoTAQBRS. Aye! Aye! 

Sib Biohabd. Chaplain, will you bless them? 

(Chc^lain lifts his hand : all bow heads. Enter 
a woman from land, running. She is well dressed 
and refined ; is exdted.) 

Wou AN. Capttun I Captain Newport t 

Nbwpoet. Why, what is it. Madam ? 

Woman. My nephew hath ran away from home I 
*TiB said he came here I Find him — I pray yon to 
£nd him I He *s only a lad and bath blue eyes and 
fair hair. 

Newfobt. Hath any one seen such a boy ? 

Febot. Aye, I did and spake with him. He said 
be would make this voyage. 

Woman. Oh, but he must not I His parents are 
distracted. Indeed, they both are ill now with the 
shock. 

Newpobt. What is the boy's name? 

Woman. Henry Spelman. His father is Sir Henry 
Spelman. 

SibKiohabd. Sir Henry! Why, I know him well. 
He is an eminent scholar. 

N'EWPOBT (calling). Henry Spelman I Henry Spel* 
man! 

(All looking about.) 

Come hither, Henry Spelman I 

(Pause. Nbwpoet turns to sailors.) 
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le A DREAM OF GOLD 

Search the ships I Make haste — -we should be 
Bailing! 

(Sailors go to ships, running.) 

Smith. I '11 help them search for the lad. 
{JExit to ships.) 

WouAH. The hoy was vexed hecaase his father 
would Dot permit him to ride full tilt amongst the 
yonng trees in the orchard. 

Squibb Phbttiplaob. Ha, ha ! He was trying to 
imitate Captain Smith ! 

WoHAB. Aye, he was. And be said be would run 
away to strange lands, but we didn't think he 
would do it. 

(Enter sailoTBfrom ships. Enter Sboth.) 

A Saiiob. We could n't find bim, Madam. 

Nbwport. He very likely came down for a look 
at the ships. He's no doubt back home by this 
time. 

WoMAir. Bat if he is not? What then, Captain? 
What then? 

Chaplain. If be sails with ns, I shall care for 
him as if he were my own son, madam. 

Woman. Ob, bless yon for that I God bless you 1 

Newport (to mate). Give the call for sailing! 

Mats (calling). Now sails the Sarah Constant! 
The Goodspeed 1 The Discovery ! Now sail tbey to 
America I 

(Tliere is great conjiision. There are embrace$t 
good-byeSf Hases, and tears. Voyagers going to 
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ahipM with baggage. Friends on dock foaving to 

them. Hesby slips to ship unseen.) 

Sm RiOHABD. A happy voyage to you all I 
Ofhbrb on dooks. Farevell ! Fatewell 1 
YoTAQEBS. Farewell 1 Farewell I 



ACT n 
Time : Winter of 1609 — Nea Tear's weeL 
Flaoe: Virginia. Indian ViUage. 



New Chakactebs 
Powhatan. Second Old Brave. 

Pocahontas. THntD Old Bratk. 

TOCOHOCOHO. I^BST YODNQ BbaTK. 

WOOHINCHOPDHCK. INDIAN WOMAN. 

FiBST Old Bkatb. Bbates and WARBiosa 



(77ie council room in Chief Powhatan's house 
is seen. At one end, on a raised platform covered 
with reed mats, sits Powhatan. Me is a slender 
but powerful man of sixty years ; has a keen <md 
shrewd face ; is now sad and thoughtful ; stares 
gloomily into afire which bums on ground before 
platform. He does not notice entrance o/Tocoho- 
coHO, a young brave, who waits quietly. At last 
the Chief sees him.) 

Powhatan. Wdcome, Tocomocomo I What news 
bring yoa of the white men? Speak 1 
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ToooHoooMo. I went to their village, Powhatan. 
I slept ID their fort, hut ever mine eyes were open, 
as Powhatan did command. 

Powhatan. What saw you? 

ToooMOooMo. Little food have they now, Pow- 
hatan. Only sour barley for all. 

PowHATAiT. How long will that last ? 

ToooHOOOHO. Three days — no more. 

Powhatan (exidtantly). And the game hath left 
the forest I And the fish lie hidden in ice^overed 
streams 1 'Tis for this time I have waited 1 Now, 
they must depend on ns, or starve 1 

ToooHOOOMO. Powhatan hath spoken. 

Powhatan. Watch they still by day and hy 
night ? 

ToooHoooMO. Their chief hath an eye ever open. 

Powhatan. Which way looks their cannon ? 

TocouoooHO. To the forest, Powhatan. 

Powhatan. Call the braves to counciL 

(Mmt ToooMoooHo. Enter Pocahontas, a 
pretty and very small girl of twelve. She carries 
a basket filled with corn. Powhatan stares into 
fire.) 

Pocahontas. Father Powhatan, 't is Pocahontas 
who waits. 

Powhatan (kindly). What will yon, Pocahon- 
tas? 

Pocahontas. I go to the white men with corn. 

Powhatan (sternly). Go no more to Jamestown. 
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Give them no more of your presents — no corn — 
no fruit — no venison. Nothing give them — noth- 
ing! 

Pocahontas. Methought them friends — 

Powhatan. No 1 Enemies, Pocahontas. 

FooAHOHTAS. Captain Smith is friend — 

Powhatan. No t Eneinj like his men. Speak no 
more words with him. Powhatan has spoken. 

FooAHONTAS. I obej, Father Powhatan. 

(She goes out, Jrigktmed. A drum heard off. 
Enter hravea. They form in circle about room. 
Drum ceases. Silence. Pause.) 

Powhatan. My children, long have we been 
happy here in the land of our fathers. Many gen- 
erations of our pe(^le have tilled this soil — have 
hunted in these forests. The neighboring tribes are 
at peace with us and pay ns their yearly tribute. 
And BO it hath been during my lifetime — happi- 
ness, peace, prosperity. And now behold what hath 
happened! Strange men have come unhid to our 
ftur home. They have seized our land which hath 
come to ns from our fathers. They cut our trees, 
they hunt where they choose, they ask not Pow- 
hatan for permission. They come to our village — 
they speak as friends, but they cannot deceive ns 
longer. They said they had landed here to mend 
their ships and would go when that was finished. 
But the ships have gone and they have remained. 
And then, after many moons, came other ships with 
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otber strange men. And with them came a woman 
and girl. And their ships have gone and they also 
remain. Soon others will come, and then others. 
Do you see now what will happen? We will be 
driven hack to bare mountains while they take our 
richest valley. Shall we endure this, braves? Shall 
we sit by and permit it? Speak. 

FiBST Old Bba.ts. Long have I wished to war 
upon them. 

(Murmurs of assent from others.) 

FowHATAiT. Have you forgot their arms that 
throw out fire? Have you forgot their cannon? 

Second Old Bbave. Hath Powhatan forgot those 
other strange men who came to oar shores ? Were 
we not victorious? 

FowHATAK. We cannot take these by surprise. 
Their chief is ever watching. We must drive these 
away by cunning. 

(Murmurs of assent from others.) 

And, my children, our time hath come. They must 
come to us soon for com. Well, we will give them 
com, but no more trading for beads or bells or any 
kind of trinkets. For each basket of com, a musket 
or sword. Do yon hear? A weapon for every basket! 
If they refuse, we will starve them. 

Third Old Bbatb. It is a shrewd plan, Pow- 
hatan. 

PowHATAsr. Should an Indian disobey, death will 
be the penally. 
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(To TOOOMOOOMO.) 

Go to all our depeodeot tribes — tell them wliat 
I have E^ken. Saj Powhatan will war upon them, 
should they give food to the strangers. 

ToooHOOOUO. I go, great Powhatan. 
(ffe goes running.) 

Powhatan (scowling). Now where is that warrior 
who played on his pipe when these same white men 
were landing? Step forth, Wochinchopunck ? 

(A stalwart but frightened young hrate steps 
from circle. Powhatas looks at him with scorn.) 

And so — you made sweet music, did you, to wel- 
come onr worst enemy ? 

WocHiNOHopuNOK. I did but go down to the 
shore, Powhatan, playing upon my reed pipe. T is 
said I play it very well — 

PowHATAK. Shall I flay you alive or bum 
you? 

WooHDroHOPunoK. I knew not they were ene- 
mies then — 

Powhatan. All white men are enemies 1 

WocBiNOHOPiTNCK. Powhatan had not told me 
that. 

Powhatan. Well, I tell you now to hate them. 

WoomuoHOPUNOK. My heart is bursting to re- 
venge our wrongs and drive them from our country. 
Let me live, Powhatan, and you shall see their scalps 
on my beltl Let me live, great chief 1 I will fight 
to my death I No mercy will I show any white man. 
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FowHATAK {after a pause). You may live, but 
no more music, mind joa. 

{Enter an Indian woman hastily.') 

Woman. Powhatan 1 The white men have come 1 
They are here, at your door ! They say they come 
for trading. 

FowHATAiT. Comes their chief with them? 

WouAN. He IB here, Powhatan. 

Powhatan. Bring them before me here. 

{Exit woman. Vowb.&.t&s exclaims fiercely.) 

Give them no welcome, braves! Let there he no 
smilea, no words, no presents! Who disobeys me 
shall die 1 Powhatan hath spoken. 

{Enter Captain Smith and twelve men. All are 
heavily armed, wearing swords and carrying mus- 
kets.) 

Sbuth. Greetings to you. King Powhatan ! Greet 
ings to your warriors 1 

{Pause. Powhatan and braves look at white 
men coldly. WTiite men show surprise.) 

Why, what is this ! You do not welcome us, 
Powhatan I 

Powhatan. Why have you come to Powhatan? 

Smith. What bath come between us? Are we not 
friends and brothers ? 

Powhatan. Whycome you armed to my village? 

Smith. *Tia our custom to go always armed. 
Came we not armed on our other visits to you? 

Powhatait. Friends go not so to each other. 
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Smith. Your braves come armed to Juaestown. 
They enter our fort; they eat with us, yet never 
without their weapons. 

FowHATAiT. 'T is because they fear your firearms. 
Why brought you arms to this land at all, if you 
came here as our brothers? 

Smith. We must kill the deer, just as yon must; 
and we cannot use the arrow. 

Powhatan. You need not cannon for hunting. 

Smith Out cannon was to protect us on the sea 
from pirate and from Spaniard. 

Powhatan. So you have told me often, but I 
have seen no pirates here, nor hath any Spaniard 
sailed this way. You said also you would not remain 
long — just till your ships were mended. Your ships 
have gone — twelve moons have paled, but you re- 
main in my conntry. And other ships have come 
and gone, and there are more of you now than ever. 

Smith. Such is our great love for this land, we 
cannot bear to leave it. And our friends who have 
come do love it too, and likewise cannot bear to go. 

Powkatah (bluntly). How long do you mean to 
stay here? 

Smith. Why should we not remain and oontinne 
to live as brothers? Pot your corn we will give 
beads — 

Powhatan. No longer will we sell corn for beads 1 
You shall ^ve a musket or sword for each basket. 

SMiTa. We cannot do that, Powhatan. We have 
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only enough for our own use. Come to oar fort, 
and you can see I do apeak the truth. 

PowHATAK. No — never will Powhatan bite at 
such a bait I 

Smith. You cannot think we would harm you! 
Did you not spare my life when I was captured by 
your braves? 

Powhatan. 'T waa not I. *T was my daughter 
Pocahontas. 

Shith. You yielded to her pleadings, even when 
the club was hfted. 

Powhatan. 'T is our custom to save a prisoner 
from death when claimed by one of our women. 

Smith. But it hath made friendship between us. 
And in peace have we lived for more than twelve 
moons, and visits have I made yon. 

Powhatan. Give me a weapon for each baskefc 
of com. It is that, or no trading with strangers. 

Smith (cftanging his peaceful tone to sternnesB). 
Then there will be no trading. But we shall not 
starve as you think and hope. With our muskets we 
can get a^l we need. - They can kill while the arrow 
is flying. Our cannon, too, is ready. Do not forget 
that, Powhatan. And, Powhatan, what hath become 
of our young boy, Henry Spelman? 

Powhatan. How should I know aught of him ? 

Smith. Because your men did seize him, as he 
was fishing one day in the river. 

Powhatan. Powhatan knows nothing. 



by Google 



A DB£AM OF GOLD 25 

Shttk. He is here in your vilL^ — one of my 
men bath seen him. 

PowHATAH. Give boy for musket — and powder. 

Smith. We cannot trade our arms. I tell you that 
for die last time. 

Powhatan («cowKny). Musket for boy — and 
powder — 

Smith (to his men). Cover them, men 1 

(Men aim muskets at Powhatan and Iraoea.) 

Will yon give us the hoy and corn ? 

Powhatan (sullenly to braves). Bring corn — 
basket for each man. 

(Braves go. Men lower guns.) 

Powhatan. Powhatan bring hoy — 

Smith. Wait I What became of those white men 
who came here many years a^o with their wives and 
children ? 

Powhatan. Many times you ask that. Powhatan 
knows nothing. They died of fever, perhaps. 

Smith. Or were massacred by Indians — 

Powhatan. Powhatan knows nothing — 

Smith. My king will avenge their murder in 
time. Many ships will he send, with many soldiers 
and cannon. 

Powhatan (Jiercely). Powhatan king of this 
land t Powhatan king — no other 1 
(Goes out quickly.) 

Smith. Comrades, prepare to defend your lives 1 
I fear they will surround us. 
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ToDKiLL. We could make a dash for oar boats ^ 

Smith. We dare not go without the corn — 
't would mean starvation to us. And I will not stir 
till I have the boy or know he can escape them. 

Ghables. Think you they mean to kill us here ? 

Smith. Fear of our muskets may save ns. Bat 
they hate us bitterly and no longer try to con' 
ceal it. 

Perot. Can yon blame, them. Captain ? We 're 
taking the best tbey have in land and food, and 
giving them naught but trinkets. 

Smith. We are obeying our sovereign's orders. 
Be on the alert every instant, men ! They may rush 
in apon ua. Guard the door, Simpson. 

(Pause; the men look after their arms. Simp- 
son watches at door.) 

Chables. a beautiful New Tear's this is, for- 
sooth ! I thought to be on a visit back home, with 
pearls and gold for my sister. 

William. I, too, thought to be back, with jewels 
for my mother. 

ToDKiLL. And I expected to be giving golden 
saucepans to my wife, and golden bowls and ket- 
tles. 

Phettiplacb. And look you at the contrast! 
We 're all half starved and have naught to eat but 
sour barley. And not one nugget of gold have we 
found, nor any pearls or jewels. 

Smith. Too much time was spent in searching for 
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thetn. We should have been plantiag corn and get- 
ting stores for the winter. 

ToDKiLL. We can see that clearly now, Captain. 
Bat we would not follow yonr advice } ve bare onlj 
ourselves to blame. 

Ghables. Well, I will blame those in London 
somewhat. We were told it was sommer here 
tiiroughont the year. 

Fhillips. And where is the river that runs over 
golden sands? 

WaijTbbs. And where is the wonderful fonntain 
of youth? 

FHBTTIPI.AOB. All lies, — spun just to entice as 
hither. 

Smitb. Nay, not that. Such things are evor 
thought of all lands far away. A halo of romance 
surroundB them. No one deceived us purposely. 

Febot. But it is unfortunate for us that they con* 
tinue to believe such things in London. Look at that 
shipload lately arrived! They had consumed their 
stores on their voyage and brought not one thing 
to our larder. 

WiLUAU. And worst of all they will not work, 
and they grumble about our barley, even though 
we divide it with them. 

Smitb. It is a serious sitnation. If the Indians 
do not help us we cannot survive this winter, my 
friends. Indeed, we may not survive this day, even. 
But if any (^ you live to see England i^ain, I pray 
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yon to say that I have sdu^t far and wide for the 
lost Englishmen and have found no trace of them 
anywhere. I now believe that Powhatan did have 
them killed. 

Fbbot. 'T is my thought also. Captain. 

SiUFSOH {at door). Pocahontas approaches! 

SuiTH. Let her enter — I am certain she is 
friendly to us. She bath come bo often to Jame»- 
town and bath always brought us presents. 
(Miter PocAHoirrAS, cautiously.) 

Ah, Princess — 

Pocahontas. Sbl Speak not my name I I warn 
yon — Powhatan will loll you all as yon load the com 
on your canoes. — when your backs are bent in the 
labor. 

Shith. We thank yon, little Princess. Por the 
second time yon have saved my life, and now the 
lives of my comrades. Accept this chain of beads, 
I pray. 

pEBCT. Here is a ring I would give you. 

PooABOirrAs. Nay, Powhatan would know — it 
would be my death. 

Smith. Well, then, we will not press you. Bat 
tell uft of Henry Spelman, maid. Does he live? Zs he 
well? 

PooAHOBTAS (toUh a frightened glance at door). 
He is here — be is well. He takes care of Powhatan's 
youngest children. 

Smith. Will you not help bim to escape? His 
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life is io danger with ours. Let him get away to- 
night. 

PooAHOiTTAs. TUs night I will help hinu And 
you, Captain — I pray you to be watchful; turn not 
your back at the loading. 

(Buna out smJUy.) 

Shitb, Beready, men, but fire not till I command. 
We must avoid bloodshed if possible. 

(Sinter several young brava loith baskets of 
com, wMch they place on floor.) 

FiBST Bbatb. Poirhatan no come again — send 
boy Henry Spelman to Jamestown. 

Smith. Then here are beads, and bells, and 
jingles. 

{Indians take trinkets; turn io go.) 

Stayl you will carry the corn to oar canoes and 
load it on them for us. 

FiBST Bbatb. Powhatan did not command — 

(They start off. Smith and men, by a gttick 
movement, reach door first and face Indiana with 
leveled muskets.) 

Smith. Tahe the com to our canoes. Refuse, and 
oar muskets will speak. 

(Indians take up com and go. Shtth and men 
follow th&n toith leveled muskets.) 
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Tihe: DayfoUowvng — morrang. 
Place: Jamestovm, Virgiiwi, 



New CHAILA.CTEB8 

Mabteb Fobbbbt. Fibst Gallabt. 

MiSTBESS FOBBEST. SECOND GaLLANT. 

Mabteb Bdbbab. Thibd Gallaht. 

Ann Bubbas. Fodbth Gallant. 

Fibst Brate. Fifth Gallant. 

Second Bbave. Sixth Gallant. 

Othbb Gallants and Bbatbb. 



{The one narrow street is aeen with tiny cabins 
on eitlier side, and fort at one end. Palisades 
made of logs and saplings surround the tovm. 
Through open gate of palisade is seen the toooda. 
In the street are many young gallants playing 
quoits. Many others are watching or lounging 
a6ow(. Enta" Master Fohrest from a cabin. Me, 
too, is a young gallant, but carries an axe. Me 
looks at others with displeasure.) 

FoBBBST. Men, men, this idling will not do 1 The 
san 18 high ; even now the axe rings in the woods. 

FntST GaiiLant. 'T is do axe o£ ours that riDga, 
Blaster Forrest 

(Other gallants laugh.) 

FoBRBBT. Najj 't is the older settlers who have 
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gone to work, and to ahoold be workiDg Trith them. 
We are living on their boantj ; on the food they 
had stored away for their own use this winter. 

Secoitd GajjiAnt. We came to find gold, not to 
hew and chop in the forest. 

(Mwmure of assent from gallants.) 

Thibd Gallant. And bdioldj Captain Smith 
forbids as to dig I 

F0BBB8T. Those who came with him did nothing 
ebe for many months. And they found 't was all in 
Tain. 

FoTH Gallakt. That proves nothing J Wemi^t 
dig in a different place and at oooe unearth a fo^ 
tune. 

Others. Of coarse; certainly — 

F0BBB8T. Be that as it may, your duly now is 
plain. Captain Smith asked us to help the men who 
are now clearing the ground of timber. He will 
hold us to account when he retams from Powhatan. 

FouBTH Gallakt. Out npon Captain Smith ! I 
can't abide his orders. 

Fifth Gallant. We should refuse to obey him, 
say I. 

Sixth Gallant. We oould depose him earily. 
We outnumber his supporters. So 't would be merely 
a matter of seizing him and patting him in irons. 

Othbbs. Yes— yes I 

(Miter Chaplain Hunt in ki» clerical robes.) 

FoBBBST (angrily). You are doing a most con- 
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iemptible thing 1 You are traitors — eyery one of 
you! 

FiBST Gallaht. Use not snch words to ns, sir I 

Chaplain, Gentlemen, I pray jou, let your qoai^ 
rel be doue 1 

FoBBBST. They plan to depose Captain Smith ! 

Chaplain. Why, that is madness I He hath not 
harmed you in any way. Indeed be protects your 
very lives. He stands between us all and the In- 
dians, over whom he has great power. Have they 
not given him com when none of us could get it 
from any Indian of any tribe? He hath kept us 
from starvation, time and i^ain. 

FmsT Gallant. I fancy we could control In^ 
dians quite as well as he does. We heard all abont 
them in England. 

Ohaflaoi. But the Captain hath had many deal- 
ings with them and understands their language. 
. FouBTH Gallant. We could use signs and ges- 
tures. 

Chaplain. We cannot risk experiments. We 
have Mistress Forrest with us now and the little 
maiden, Ann Burras. 

Thibd Gallant. We can proteot them, Chaplain. 
(Turns to comrades.) 

I say we seize Smith upon his r^nim ! 

Othebs. Yes — yes ! Seize him ! Seize him t 

FoBBBST. I '11 tell the men in the woods your plan I 
(Mdt to woods quickly.) 
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Ohaplaiv. Hen, I pTsy yon to be discreet and 
to take DO sadden actioD. We are surrounded by 
dangers. The Indians have lately become unfriendly 
to ns, and I believe would attack as, did they not 
stand in awe of Captain Smith. 

Sboomd Gallant. And why are tbey unfriendly? 
They were peaceful enough at first, I hear. Indeed, 
they fiiirly bowed down to you as if you were gods 
come among them. They gave you food in abun- 
dance and entertuned yon in their wigwams. 

Chaplain. That is tme, but latdy they have 
changed. 

Sixth Gallant. T is my opinion the trouble lies 
in the Captain's method of trading. He gives them 
beads and such trumpery stuff. 

Chaplain. They set great value tm onr beads at 
first. 

Sixth Gallant. Well, they are refusing them 
now. I would give them what they want and keep 
tbem in a good humor. 

Othebs. Of couisel Yes — yes! 

Chaplain. Do you know what the Indian really 
mints? Our swords and muskets and powder. 

First Gallant. And why does Smith refuse 
them? Suppose they do get a few of our arms. 
They would n't know how to use them. 

FiSTH Gallant. T would be a laughable thing, 
methinks, to see a naked savage with a sword at his 
side. 
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FiBST Gallant. Or carrying a musket forth to 
tiie hunt. 

{Other gallants laugh heartily. Miter Ami Bub- 
BABfrom the Fobkbsi cabin. She ie a sweet-looh- 
ing girl of fourteen. She carries an empty water 
pail; crosses to toooda ; stops.) 

Akb {pointing to forest). Look — look I Indi- 
anel 

{GodlaMs seize muekete. Adn retreats to cabins 
where 9he stands ai door. Miter six Indian braves 
carrying twelve turkeys and a deer. They lay down 
their bows and arrows.) 

Fibbt'Bba.v^ (pointing to game). Trade — white 
men — trade — 

(Gallants put muskets doitm ; show joy.) 

FouBTH GaUiAht. 'Tis l^e first game we've 
seen nnce we came. We most get it, comrades. 

Otheb Gallants. Yes — yes — 

FiBOT Bbate. Turkey for musket — 

Chaplain. No I no 1 We will not trade our 
muskets. 

FiBST Bbatb. Turkey for musket or no trade. 

Second Bbatx. Game scarce — limg, long hunt 
for these. 

Sbcon3> Gallant. 'T is ffur enough, I say. 

Othbb Gallants. Yes — yes — 

Second Gallant. 1*11 get the arms from the 
storehouse — 

Chaplain. No — no I You must not — 
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B^FTH Gaulast. Would you have us livo on 
sour barley ? 

TmBD Qallaht. We do not mean to starve, 
sir. 

Chaplain. Tod mnst not put weapons into their 
hands I They will use them ^;ainst us later. 

FiBST Gallaht. Pooh 1 We 're not afraid of In- 
dians. 

(To Second Gallant.) 

Come, I *11 help you get the arms. 

(They go up street. Emt Ahh to co&tn.) 

Chaplain (to other Gallants). Gentlemen, I pray 
yonl Do not permit this thingi Can't you see the 
danger? 

Thibd Gallant. We don't agree with you, Chap- 
lain. 

{Gallants turn anaay from Chaplain. Enter 
Silstreas Forbbst and Ajmjrom co&tn. Mistress 
Forrest is about thirty ; u a refined cmd coura- 
geous woman. She crosses to Chaplain and speaks 
ioith him aside. Asv follows Aer.) 

Mistress Fobrbst. Ann told me what they would 
do. Can't you stop them, Chaplain ? 

Chaplain. I fear onlyforce could Eftop them now, 
Mistress Forrest. 

(Sinter gallants with weapons. Mistress Fob- 
rest runs to them.) 

M18TBB88 Forrest. Do not give them our arms ! 
I entreat you, men, — I implore you I 
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FmsT GaxiLabt. You may trust to as, IVGstiess. 
We know how to deal with Indians. 

Chaflain. I command you to put those weapons 
down. 

Second Galla3ST. Nay, Chi^luQ. We *ra taking 
things into oar own hands. 

(2%ey give arms to Indians who give turkeys, 
hut keep deer; show they will trade that for pow- 
der.) 

TmBD Gallabt. lunderBtaod — they want pow- 
der for the deer. I *11 fetch it 

{Starts off to storehouse.) 

Chaplain. Again I forbid you to giro powder or 
arms t 

Thibd Gazxant. And we will not obey you. 
(He goes.) 

Chaplain (aside to Mistress PoitRBSi). We 
mast call in the men from the wood. You know the 
dgnal. G^t your musket They will not suqiect 
you. 

(Mistress Fokbbst nods and goes into her cabin.. 
Miter Third Gallant with powder; gives it to In- 
dian/or deer. Indians go. Miter Mistress Forbbst 
loith musket; slips to edge of woods and fires in 
air. Gallants rush to her.) 

FutST Gallabt. What are you doing, Mistress? 
Are you firing at those Indians? 

MiBTBEss FoBBXST. I am calling our men from 
work. They will punish you for what yon hare done. 
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Cbaflaht. There 'b no piuiishmeiit that will fit 
such a deed. 'Tig a crime uospeakable. 

FouBTH Gallakt. Do not speak of patushment 
or crime to ns. We outnumber the others. 

Gallaitts. Aye I 

(£kter men from woods running. They carry 
axes and musketa. Miter roBBBSi toith them and 
BuBRAs, tfie broths" of Ass.) 

FoBBBST. What is it? What has happened ? 

BuBBAS (to Abn). Sister I You are trembling t 

FiBST Gallabt. Mistress Forrest was unduly e^ 
cited and fired her musket in the air. We were 
merely trading with Indians. 

Sixth GaUiAKT. And the trading was peaceful 
and friendly. 

Otheb GALLAins. Of course 1 Yes — yes — 

Chaplain. Silence 1 I will tell you the truth, 
friends. 

(Noise heard off.) 

BuBRAB. Hark! What is that noise ? 
(All listen intently for a moment) 

Men are running this way from the river 1 

MiSTBESs FoBBBST. The Indians come back to 
attack us 1 

Chaplain. Seize your muskets, men ! Be ready ! 

(All lift muskets, even Mistress Forrest. The 
Chaplain unsheathe a sword. Pause. Enter Cap- 
tain SsnxH with his men. Others show relief; throw 
doum arms; cries of welcome from his friends.) 
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Smith. Why, what is this? You seem prepared 
for war. 

FoBBBST. We thought Indians were upon OB. We 
did not expect you so soon. 

Shuh. But we heard a shot as we landed. What 
is the trouble here? 

MiBTBBSS FoBBBST. Those men have betrayed us 
to Indians 1 

Chaplaik. For this game they gave powder and 
anus. 

Smith {to gaUcmta). You should be shot down 
where you stand 1 

FiBST GAUiAKT. Captain Smith, yon are under 
arrest Seize him, men, and put him in irons I 

{Gallants ruah at Smith, who i$ instanUy sur- 
rounded "by his own mm. Fobbbbt cmd comrades 
Tush to his aid. Qalhmts fall hack.) 

Smith. Give up your swords I Refuse, and my 
men will fire. 

{Gallants give arms to Smith's men.) 

And now, hark — You will be held as prisoners 
till the next ship arrives. You will then be returned 
to England. 

FiBST Gaixamt. We have powerful friends there, 
sir. 

Smith. Who have sent you here to be rid of you. 
Ob, I know all about you. You were wild and worth- 
less in London, but you shall not ruin this colony. 
In the mean timc^ until a ship comes, you shall go 
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to work and clear land like the others. Give them 
your axee, men. Throw them down here. 
{Men throw axes in Aeop.) 

Smith. Take up those axes I 

{QcUlanta do not move.) 

Three coantB I will ^ve and not one instant over. 
CoTer them with your muskets, men I 

(Smith's men r<me mueheta to jure,) 

One — two — 

{Ckdhmii take up axes.) 

Now, then, march to the woods. And ho who 
works not, shall not eat Nay, not if he be starv- 
ing t Go I 

(Oallante go mllatiy. Smith turns to others.) 

I am most anxious, friends, about our arms. 
"T was all planned by Powhatan methioks. 

Pbbct. He was shrewd enough to send his braves 
while you were away. 

Smith. Well, we must demand that he return 
them. To^norrow we will go to his vill^e with 
more men. And if Henry Spelman be not bach by 
that time, well compel Powhatan to produce him. 

Othbbs. Yes — yes I To-morrow t 

Smith. All hands now to bring com from the 
boats I 

( They start to river. Enter Wsbby from woods. 
Me is pale and exhausted,) 

MiSTKiBS FoBStBST. Why, 'tis Henry — little 
Heoiyl 
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(Running to him. Others gather tAout him.) 

Fetch vratet, Ann I 

(Ass runs to cabin. 'dflatresB Foubbsi n^s the 
toy's hands and head. Enter Ass with water. 
Hbhbt drinks and reoittes.) 

Henbt {fef^ly). I got away last night — Pocar 
hontas helped me. It was terrible alone in the woods. 
I thought I would die of fright. 

MiSTBEss FoBBEBT. Don't think of that, child. 
You're at home ^^ and we're all rejoiced to see 
joa. 

Othbbs. Aye I 

Henbt. Go no more to Powhatan, Captain. He 
wilt kill yon. Pocahontas tidd me. She sud he 
meant to kill us all. 

Chaplaht. So it has come to war at last I 

Smith. We have barely escaped it this twelve- 
month. Can you tell us, Heniy, whether Powhatan 
means to attack Jamestown ? 

Henbt. Not now. He will kill oa one by one as 
we work and fish and hunt. 

. Smith. We must pursue tiiose Indians at once, 
comrades, and take our arms by foioe. We cannot 
wut till to-morrow. 

ToDKiLL. I am ready, Captun. 

Chablbs. I am ready. 

Othebs. And 1 1 And 1 1 And 1 1 

Chaplain. It will be a dangerous pursuit. They 
may lie in wait for you now. 
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Smith. 'Tia a chance we mast take. Keepaclose 
vatch here, fifaster Forrest. Close the gate in the 
palisades, and sleep with your muskets ready. Ooard 
also those worthless gallants in the field, lest the 
Indians attack them. Aie yoa ready, men ? 

Smith's Men. Aye I 

Smith. Come, then ! 

(Me pUmges into the toooda. The menfolloto in 
tinglefiU.) 



Tdib : Spring of 1609; etuiy morning. 
Place: Jamettiovm. 



New Chabactbbs 
Sib Thomas Gatxs. Thibd Sailob. 

FiBST Sailob. Lose Delawabe. 

Second Sailob. Sailobs Ain> CoLOmsrs. 



{The fort and street m front of it are seen, 
Ca6t»M and palisades are half torn dovm. Every' 
where is ruin and desolation. A miserable fire 
hums in street. By it sits Gbobgb Pebot, sicky 
weak, starved. Pause. Enter Henbt Spelman 
from fort. He also is toeak from starvation ; 
walks feehly.) 

Pebot. You should stay in the fort, Henry. 'Tis 
safer in there. 
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^HBT. I could not bear it; thdr suffering is 
terrible. They are starving to death, Master Percy. 

Feeot. We can none of as last much longer. 

HsaTRT. And when we are too weak to fire oar 
cannon, the Indians will attack as openly. And that 
will be the end of us all. 

Perot. Yes, lad, the end of na alL 

HbnbT. I would we could do something for the 
women and children. 

Pbbot. We can do nothing. There is n't a morad 
of food, and the Indians will give as nothing. 

Henbt. This trouble would not have come had 
Captain &nith been with as. 

Pbboy. Nay, and it would not. His strong hand 
controlled things better than we knew till he was 
gone from among us. 

Hbnbt. The Indians were afraid of him. They 
did not dare to destroy our fields while be was here. 

Pbbct. We can count our misfortunes from the 
day that he sailed to England. 

Henbt. I pray he bath recovered from the wound 
which made it necessary for him to go. Could I know 
that, I would die happier, Master. 

Pbbot. I rejoice you love him so, lad. He is my 
beloved hero, too. 

{Long pause. Both sit staring into dying fire.) 

Hbkbt. Will you do me a favor, Master? 

Peroy. I will serve you in any way possible, 
kd. 
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Hbkbt. If yon TOrvive and get to England ^;aui, 
please go to see my parents. Tell them I am mtrrj 
I ran away ; tell them I lore them dearly. 

Pebot. I will, Henry, I promise yon. 

Heetbt. I would the chaplain were here to pray 
for lu. 

Pebot. He blessed us with his last breatii. 

HvHBT. I know — 

(Pause. They stare into fire as "before. Enter 
Miatresa Foerbst from fort. She i$ thin, pale, 
starved ; walks feebly to woods. Men stagger to 
their feet.) 

PiaciY. Mistress Forrest — where are you going ? 

MiSTBESs FoBBBST. To beg food from the IndiaM. 

Pebot. Nay, you must notl 

MuTRESS FoBBEST. Shall I let my husband starve 
before mine eyes ? 

Pebot. The Indians will give you nothing. 

MiSTBEss FoBBEBi. I '11 kuoel in the dust before 
them; I '11 beg them for one grain. 
{Starts to woods.) 

Pebot. Madam — stay I Ihave something to tell 
you. 

(JUistress Fobbbbt 8t<^ — turns.) 

Other women have gone forth to beg. Do you 
know what happened to them? 

Mistbess Fobbbst. Nay, I know not. 

Pebot. They came back fearfully wounded— 
and died. 
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Hknbt. They will treat 70a die same vaj, ]£a> 
treas. 

BdiSTBEss F0BBB8T. What Trill become of na 1 Are 
we all to perish here in this wilderoess? 

Henby. I would I could help yon, Mistress. 

M18TBB88 FoBBBBT. Poor child — jou are scarce 
able to stand yourself. Poor little runaway Heniy I 

(Smooths hia hair. Pause. Men's voices are 
heard off. All start in alarm.) 

Did yon hear those Toices? 

Others. Aye — 

pEBor. Indians ! Come, come to the fort I 

{They start Henbt stumhles and falls. Th« 
others lift him and assist him to fort ; dose door. 
Voices heard nearer. Pause. Enter Sir Thouas 
Gates and sailors. They look about in astonish- 
msnt.) 

Sib Thouab. Why, look you, evetythiDg is in 
ruins I 

FiBST Sailob. Their cabins are half torn down I 

Soooim Sailor. The palisades ate almost gone I 

Sm Thokas. T is desolation unspeakable 1 And 
they told ns in Loudon we would find some two 
hundred colonists here, busy in their fields and 
happy. 

fSitST Sailob. The Indians must have killed them 
all. 

Snt Thomas. I fear it. Oh, 'tis a piteous ughtl 
It fills mine heart with horror. 
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TmKD Sailob. Their fort seems to be still in 
good condttiDii, Sir Thomas. They may be within, 
in hiding. 

Sib Thohas. I pray they may 1 
(Crosses quickly to fort; bwcks on door.) 

Open, friends! lam Sir Thomas Gates of Ijondon. 
Open ! Open I 

(Door is opened. Pbbot comes out, followed by 
Hehbt, Todeill, Pheitiplaob, Fobbbbt (Old his 
wife, Ahn, and others — men, toomen, children. 
AU are feeble, hut show joy. They hold out their 
arms in toelctmie.) 

CoLomBTS. Englishmen ! Englishmen I 
{Sir Tbouas and sailors stepport therm.) 

SiK Thouas. My friends — my friends — what 
hath happened to yon here in Jamestown? 

Pebot. Food — food — OP we perish I 

Othkbs. Food — food! 

Sib Thouas {to sailors). Bring food — quick — 
quick ! 

{Sailors go running. Some coloTmts sink to 
ground. Others lean against trees weakly.) 

Be of good cheer, friends, we have supplies' in our 
ship for all of you. 

Febot. There are others in the fort who are 
worse off tlian we. 

{Sir Thohas hastens to fort; looks in; turns 
away sadly.) 

Sib Thouas. Oh, this does grieve me sadly t 
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Only a handful left! Died the others of starva- 
tion? 

Perot, Mostly, tiiey did. Bat many vren killed 
as they -worked in the fields, and many -while hunt- 
ing or fishing. Lately we have not dared to stir 
from here, not even to get firewood. 

Sib Thomas. So you have nsed yonr cabins for 
firewood, and likewise your palisades I 

Ferct. Dying men are reckless. 

(Enter sailors with food which they give to col- 
onists.) 

Sib Tho]£as. Feed those vrithin — assist them 
with all tenderness. 

(Sailors mter fort with food. Sir Tuomas turns 
to colonists who are slowly reviving.) 

Can you tell me how this hath oome upon you? 
Captain Smith reported the colony to be in good 
condition, when he arrived in England six months 
ago. He said many acres had been cleared, and an 
abundant harvest was certain. 

ToDKiLL. And so it was. But no sooner was the 
Captain gone tiian the Indians lost their fear of as. 
They destroyed our fields and shot all who tried to 
replant them. 

Sib Thomas. Shot you? How can that be? In* 
dians have no firearms. 

Yomro Fhettiplaoe. ^^ at one time got some 
of our muskets, which we never could take from 
them, though Captain Smith did go in pursuit. 



by Google 



A DREAM OF GOLD 49 

WiLUAH. And tiien^ as time vent on, there 
Beamed to be always Bome traitor among us who 
would secretly give them oar muskets in trade. 

pBBOT. And there were certain other traitors — 
three Qermans who came in the laat ship. They left 
us and went to Powhatan and taught his braves how 
to use our muskets. 

Sib Thomas. Gould anything be meaner I Alas, 
that I did not come sooner I I expected to arrive 
tiiree months ago, but was blown out of my course 
by a hurricane. In this delay we have almost con- 
sumed our stores, so we cannot supply yoa for many 
days. What, then, do you wish me to do? 

CoASUis. Take ns back to England, ur. 

Amr. Take us home, sir. 

MiSTBEBS FoBBBST. Take us home — homo. 

All. Home — home. 

Sib Thomas. It seems the only thing to do, hut 
'twill cause much sorrow in England. The king 
hath set great store on this colony here. 

Pbbot. We cannot starve that King James may 
own Vi^nia. Leave us here and we die. 

Sib Thomas. Why, I would not leave you. The 
colony most be abandoned, of course. We will sail 
for England at once. If you have possessions, please 
to get them now. 
{Enter acnlorB from fort. Colonists return to fort.) 

Go and prepare the ship for them, lads. Yon 
others may assist the uck from the fort. 
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(Smlora go Hastily; some to river, others to 
fort. Pause. Sailors return from fort supporting 
the sick colonists.) 

Friends, -we are goiDg back to England. 

{Murmurs of joy from colonists. Enter other 
colonists with small bundles.) 

Well, are you ready ? 

CoLOHiBis. Aye — 

Sib Thouas. Then, come. And look your last on 
Jamestown. 

(All start off to river. Enter Third SaUorfrom 
river hastily.) 

Thibd Sailob. Hold! Stay I 

{All stop, shoiBing surprise.) 

Sib Thomas. Why, what is this? 

Sailob. Lord Delaware hath just landed!^ He 
hath brought three ships with supplies I 

Sm Thomas. Lord Delaware t Why, I can scarce 
believe mine ears ! Lord Delaware here — here on 
these shores? 

Sailob. - Aye, and spake with me. He said to 
keep the people here and he would come strught^ 
way. 

Sib Thomas. This be good news, friends. Lord 
Delaware is a great and noble man. Besides, he will 
be able to care for jou far better than I could with 
my one small ship and scanty stores. 

* Lord DeUmre wttully met the eokuiBts at the month at ths 
rivet* 
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(Mtter Lord Dklawase toith escort of soldiers. 
Dblawabe ia handsomely dressed in velvet. The 
soldiers wear smart uniforms.) 

SibThohab (bowing). Welcome, Lord Delaware I 

Delawabb. Sirlliomas — friends — I greet yon. 
The sailors have told me of your sad estate, and it 
doth grieve me sorely. Praise (rod, I have come in 
tjme I Three ships of supplies have I brou^t, and 
many men and vomeo. Will yon not remain and 
begin anew ? Will you not tiy again to make this 
land a fit abode for Englishmen ? 

Fekot. 'T is my desire to lire here if cooditdons 
can be bettered. 

Delawabb. Conditions will be bettered. There 
will be no more mistakes. Captain Smith hath ad- 
vised as at every step. 

Hehbt. Hath Captain Smith recovered ? 

Delaware. He is out of danger, my lad, and 
will return here as soon as he is able. 

{To others.) One thing more, my friends — the 
dream of gold is over. The king no longer deures 
yon to search for it. He bids you plant fields and 
bnild homes. Indeed, his Majesty hath sent with me 
many masons, carpenters, and farmers. Not a single 
gallant was allowed to come. And with each ship 
other Englishmen will come with their wives and 
children. And together you will grow in wealth 
and strength. The Indians will submit to you peace- 
ably aud will no doubt become Christians in time. 
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So remain, friends. A glorions future aviuts you. 
Out of the ashes of your failures, your tears, and 
your sorrowB, many English colonies vill arise in 
this land. So do not think of to-day. Think of the 
happy to-morrow. Gome, will you not make the sac- 
rifice? 

Pbecy. I will stay. 

Mb8. Fobbbst. I am willing to remain if my 
husband consents. 

FoBRBSr. I do consent and heartily. 

BuBBAB. We will stay — my sister and I. 

Othbrs. I will remain ! And 1 1 And 1 1 

Delaware {lifting hand; all bow heads). May 
God bless you and keep your hearts as courageous 
in health as they are in this hour of your weakness. 
May He bless this New Colony of Jamestown till it 
shtdl arise in majesty — the majesty of manhood the 
finest and best, of womanhood the bravest and 
purest. Again I say, God bless you I 
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A DREAM OP FBEEDOM 



THE PURITANS OF 8CE00BT 

ACT I 

Time : Fail of 1607 — earlj/ evening. 
Place: England, Etng'a Church at Southteellt a 
village about j\fteea mileajrom Serooby, 



Judos. Fibst Cokmisbioveb. 

Beadle. Second Coxhissiomeb. 

Baiupf. Puritan Spokesman. 

SiE Jabpeb. Pueitan Woman. 

COMMISSIOMEBB, PURTTANS, SOLDIEBS. 



(The veatryia seen dimly lighted. A large table 
ia in center. Behind U^le, and facing it, are seven 
large chairs. Cher center chair is a red velvet 
canopy. A heavy, barred door at right opens into 
churchyard. A smaller door at left opens into 
vestibule. In center chair aits the Beadle, asleep. 
He i$ a peaceful-looking old man loith gray hair. 
There is a loud knock at door to yard. Beadle 
sleeps on. Knocking ia r^eated vigorously. Beadle 
vjakes.) 

Bbadlb (sZee^^). Who knocks? Who knocks, 
I say? 



by Google 



64 A DBEAH OF FREEDOM 

YoiOB (off). The bailiff knocks ! The bailiff t 

(Beadle shows alarm; rises; ?tastms to door 
walking feebly.) 

Bbadlb. Bailiff, said you? 

Voice (off). Aye 1 Bailiff of the High Court 1 

Bkadlb (lifting bars). Presently, sir — pres- 
ently — 

(Opens door. Enter the Bailiff , a large and 
powerful man. The Beadle trembles before him.) 

I crave your pardon, Master Bailiff, — I knew not 
you vonld return to-night. It might be I fell into 
a doze, sir, — it might he I was sleeping, air. 

Bailiff. Cease your chatter, Beadle. The Court 
of the High Commission vill convene in extra 
session to-night. 

Beadle. Eh 1 Extra session ! To-night I 

Bailiff. Come, come, the lights 1 There's do 
time to lose. 

(Beadle scurries a6o«(, lighting candles, talking 
all the while.) 

Bbadlb. 'Tia a strange thing, Master Bailiff, 
this night session. 

Bailiff. *T was ordered by the king himself. A 
special post came from London a half-hour ago. 

Beadle. Why, *t ia a thing unheard of 1 For 
twenty yeara have I been beadle here. For twenty 
years have I prepared this vestry for the High 
Courts of the Commission. And not once, sir, hath 
there been a night session. 
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Bailiff. His Majesty is sending one of his own 
officers to sit with the Court to-night. 

Beadlb (a8tonis?ied). His own officer, say jon? 

Bailiff. Aye. Now, then, hght the chapel and 
the vestibule. And make haste, Beadle, make haste I 

Beadlb (going). Aye — aye — 

(JSxit to chapel. Bailiff removes hat and cloak. 
Miter Beadle.) 

Bbasle. I can't understand it, sir. There must 
be fresh trouble with the Faritans — 

Bailiff. Isn't there always trouble with them? 

Beadlb. It may be the king himself hath turned 
Puritan. 

Bailiff (acorr^lly). The king turned Puritan! 
Ha, ha I 

Beadlb. There be many turning, these days. 

Bailiff {looMng directly of Beadle). Aye, even 
our nearest kin. 

Beadlb {starUng, showing cor^sian). Kin? 
Kin, say you? 

Bailiff. Come, now; oome, now; you know 
what I mean well enough. 

Bbadle {exdt^ly). No one can question my loy- 
alty to the king's church, sir, — no one I / turn 
Puritan I Ha, ha t I detest them I The king is far 
too good to them, say I. I 'd give t^em no trials 
at all. I'd hang them from Uie nearest tree, I 
would! 

Bailiff. All of them? 
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Beaslb. Ererj one in this land I 

Bailiff. So — '! You would bang your son, would 
you? 

(Beadle starts; clings to table for support. Els 
voice trembles.) 

Bbacle. My son! What do you say? My 
son 1 

Baiuff. Come, now ; oome, now, Beadle. Your 
son bath tamed Puritan, and you know it 

Bbadls. No — no I Who told you that? lies, 
ur, — naught but lies I 

Bailiff. Why, then, does he go to Scrooby eveiy 
Sunday? 

Bbadle. Eh? To Scrooby? 

Bailiff. Aye, to Scrooby. 

Beadle. He — he hath friends there. He — he 
visits them on Sunday. 

Bailiff. And these friends are Puritans. And 
they are holding secret meetings there in spite of 
the king's order against it. Why, your son bath 
gone to Scrooby now 1 

Beadus. He — had buriness there — 

Bailiff. Business! Bah I Why, then, did he 
walk? His horse is in the stable now. The proof 
against your son is strong, Beadle, — enough to 
send him to prison. 

Beadlb. Well, what do yon want of me ? 

Bailiff. Why did your son go to Scrooby to-day? 
'Tis a Thursday, and the Puritans meet bnly on 
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Sunday. And why did be walk the fifteen miles in- 
stead of riding as he always does? Tell me what yoa 
know, Beadle, and I '11 protect yonr son. 

Bbadlb. Yon'U protect him? Tour promise on 
it^ air! Give me your promise! 

Bailiff. I give yoa my promise. Now, then, — 
^eak. 

Beadle. I didn't know he was a Puritan till 
to-day, sir. He confessed the tmth this morning. 
He said the Puritan faith was the most beautiful 
thing in the world, and he hoped I *d find it out for 
myself some time. 

Bailiff (impatiently). But what took him to 
Scrooby to-day? 

Bbable. He said they would meet together to- 
night. 

Bailiff. To-night, eh I Where? 

Beadle. At William Brewster's house, sir. 

Bailiff. This Court forbade William Brewster to 
hold another Puritan meeting in his house. 

Beadle. I reminded himofthat,sir,andIbegged 
him not to go, but be said there was something im- 
portant to be discussed — something be dared not 
tell me. 

Baiuff. 'T is a g^d chance to get them all ! I '11 
inform the Court of this meeting. 

Bbadlb. Bemember your promise. Master BailifE — 

Bailiff. Your son shall go free. 

(A door heard closing, off.) 
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Tis the Judge and CommiBBionerB 1 Open t£e 
door to the vestibule. 

{Beadle opens door (U left. Enter Judge and 
six Commissioners. All wear black robes and 
white wigs. J%ey cross to chairs; sit, Judge in 
center under canopy.) 

Judge. Bailiff, bring in the prisoners — those 
PuritaDS you arrested in the woods near Soroobj. 
We '11 try them all together. 

Baiuff. One moment, please your Honor. I have 
just had important news in regard to the other Pu- 
ritans of Scrooby. 

Judge. We '11 take that up in good time, Bailiff, — 
the trial first. Bring in the prisoners. 

{Exit Bail^to yard. Beadle stands unnoticed in 
gloom of a dark corner. Judge turns to Commit- 
aionera.) 

Gentlemen, ve may speak freely, now that we be 
alone. I confess to be amazed at his Majesty's mes- 
B^e. This Court was created for the sole purpose 
of cmshing Puritans. Therefore I see no reason 
for the sending of a special officer to sit with us^ 
even though be be Sir Jasper — the king's favorite 
general. 

FtBST CoHMissioiiEB. Could there be any dissatis- 
faction with our findings, your Honor ? 

Judge. We have fined and imprisoned every Pu- 
ritan we could layonr hands od. And we have spies 
watching suspected ones constantly. 
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Sbookd Cohmissioiter. Perhaps Sir Jasper comes 
to compliment ob on the zeal ve show in crushing 
them. 

JiJuaB. Well, however it be, we have done oor 
duty, gentlemen. 

{Miter Bailiff with prisoners — several Puritan 
men and women. They wear the Puritan dress; 
are guarded by soldiers. 

JoDGB. Bailiff, what is the chai^ ^^ainst these 
prisoners? 

Bailiff. They are all members of the Foritan 
church at Scrooby, your Honor, and are therefore 
disobedient to his Majesty, King James. We found 
tbem stealing through the woods last Sunday on 
tlieir way to their secret meeting-place. 

JusQB (to Puritans). Hare you a Bpokeeman 
amongst you? 

(A young man st^s forward.) 

PuBiTAN {firmly). I will act as spokeeman, your 
Honor. 

JuDOB. Do you plead guilty to the ohai^ against 
you? 

FuitiTAB. We do. 

Jttdob. Did you know King James had forbidden 
the Puritans to meet t(^tber ? 

FuBiTAN. We did. 

JuDGB. Why, then, did yon persist ? 

PuBiTAN. We believe we have the right to wor* 
ship as we choose, your Honor. 
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Jvi>GB. The law of England makes but one 
ohurch legal — the church of the king. Do jon 
think you have the right to be lawless? 

PuBTTAN. We are all law-abiding oitizois, jom 
Honor. 

JuDOB. You call it law-abiding to belong to a 
church prohibited bj yoar king ? 

PvBSTAS. No king can tell us what or what not to 
believe. We are Englishmen, your Honor, not slaves. 

Judge. Ah 1 You defend your Puritan church, 
do you ? 

PnBiTAN. I will yield up my life for my faith. 

PuBiTAN WoMAH. The same would 1 1 

Othbe Pueitams. And I ! And 1 1 

Judge. To jail with them, Bailiff I To-morrow 
take tbem to the dungeons at the Castle of York. 

(Bailiff' goes with Puritana and soldiers. The 
PurUans walkjtrmly, and show no f tar. Seenter 



Bailiff. Your Honor, Sir Jasper hath arrived ! 

(Judge and Commiasioners me guicMy. Bail^ 
opens door. Enter Sir Jaspek and escort of sol- 
diers. Sir Jasper is military in voice, manners, 
and carriage. Me wears uniform of an English 
general. Judge and Commissioners how.) 

Sib Jaspeb (sharply). Be seated — be seated, 
gentlemen t I have no time for ceremony. 

(Advances to table; stands facing them.) 

Your Honor, I will come to the point at ones. 



by Google 



A DREAM OF FBEEDOlf «1 

The king is displeased with you. He hath granted 
jou absolute power to destroy the Fotitan church in 
this part of Bngland. Have joa done this? Speak. 

3vDOB. We are doing it, my lord. Scarcely a day 
pawes that some of the heretics are not sent to jail. 

Sm Jasfbr. Then why does the Scrooby church 
still exist? The Puritans hare been crushed in every 
other part of England. Bat word hath come to the 
king that here they still dare to meet. Explain this, 
yoor Honor. 

JuDQH. I cannot understand it, my lord. We 
have had them watched and followed, and still they 
continue to meet ; but every Sunday in a different 
place. And so secretly is this managed that our 
spies have not been able to find them all together. 

Sib Jasper. Yon must find them, and speedUy. 
That is his Majesty's command. Bailiff, I halted 
your prisoners just ontside. You may bring them 
back. I would question them a little. 

{Exit Bailiff. Pome. Enter Bailiff with Puri- 
Urns and gnardg.) 

Judge. The prisoners are of Scrooby, my lord. 

Sib Jaspkb (aharply to Puritans). I come from 
the king who commands yon to answer my ques- 
tions truthfully. Indeed, his Majesty promises free- 
dom to those of yon who will give information con- 
cerning your places of meeting. You have only to 
tell me where yon have met since the king's procla- 
mation was issued declaring such meetings illegal. 
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And I wish joa to consider that, in giving this in* - 
formation, you are merely performing a duty yoa 
owe to your sovereign, who holds your fate in his 
hands. I wish also to remind yon that his Majesty's 
patience with your sect is exhausted. You need ex- 
pect no farther clemency from him. 

Spokksuan. We have never received any clem- 
ency from King James. 

Sib Jasper. Silence 1 I came not to argue widk 
you. I came for information, which you will give if 
yon value freedom and safety. I await your reply. 
{SUence. Pause.) 

Freedom, remember, to the one who will inform. 
(Silence. Pause.) 

I command you to speak. 

((Silence. PoMse.) 

I command you to tell me if one William Brewster 
he not your leader in all things. Doth he not allow 
you to meet in his bouse for service every Sunday ? 

JiFDOB. We have stopped that, my lord. There 
will be no more meetings at Master firewstei's. 

Bahjfp. May I speak, Sir Jasper? 

Snt Jaspbb. Speak. 

Baiuff. I have just had secret information re> 
garding a Puritan meeting. It will be held at Maa* 
ter Brewster's house in Sorooby to^nig^t. 

Sib Jaweb {to Puritans), What know yon of 
this meeting? 

{SUence. Ptxu$e.) 
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Again I command yon to speak. 
(SUenee. Fauae.) 

Seoteaoe diem for five yean, your Honor. 

JuDOB. So be it, my lord. 

Sib Jasper (to BaUiff). Who was yonr inform- 
ant? 

Baiuvf. The beadle, my lord. 

{PoinU to comer. Beadle cornet down Blowly.) 

EKs son hath tnmed Puritan. The beadle had it 
from him about the meeting to-night. 

Sib Jasfeb. Is that the way of it, Beadle ? 

Bbadlb. Yes, my lord. But the bailiff did promise 
to save my son — 

Snt Jaspeb {to Ais mde» and ignoring the 
B&ndl^a remark.) To yonr saddles, men I Lead the 
way, Bailiff 1 There 's an extra horse for you. 
{To Judge.) 

We '11 have them all in prison by morning, yonr 
Honor I 

{Starts off. Beadle followa him.) 

Bbadle. The bailifE promised to save my son — 

Sib Jaspkr. Out of my way ! 

{Pushes Beadle aside and starts off. Judge 
and Commissioners rise : look ajter him. Puritan 
spokesman crosses quiekli/ to Beadle: plucks at 
his sleeve. Beadle turns. Bailiff and soldiers 
make ready to depart loith Puritan prisoners.) 

Pubitah. Shi Would you save yonr son? 

Bbadia. Aye — I would — 
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PuEiTAS, Gro to Scroobj — vam them ! 

Beadle. 'T is too late — 

PuBiTAK. Take your bod'b horse — ride across the 
fields. Will you not go ? 

Beadle. Aye, I will 1 

(Puritan slips back to his place. Beadle alipe 
out by chapel door just as last soldier disappears.^ 



TlHB: Same night — midnight. 
Place : Scrooby. William Brewater^s home. 



New Chaeactees 
WnxiAH Bbewbteb. Edwahd Winslow. 

M18TBE8S BkbWBTEB. M18TSE8S WlNSLOW. 

JoHATHAir Bbewsteb. Williah Bbadfobd. 
John Bobinsoit. Pubitan Gibl. 

MlBTBESS BOBmSOH. FoRITAH BOT. 

John Caeyee. Fiest Woman. 

M18TBE88 Cabvee. Second Woman. 

Balfh Wextok. Thied Woman. 

Fiest Child. Second Child. 

Pdsitans. 

{The large living-room is seen well lighted with 
candles. A heavy barred door at back opens into 
yard. A smaller door at left leads to inner rooms. 
The windows are covered with thick tmrtahis. 
There is a high paneled wainscoting around the 



by Google 



A. DBEAH OF FREEDOM 6B 

walh. There are large chairs, a handaome tcUtle, 
and a picture or two. In fact, the room and its 
furniahinga show the Bbewstebs to he people of 
culture, teith a comfortable income. Many Puri- 
tans, m«n ant2 women of all ages, are seen talking 
earnestly in gratis. There are a number of chih 
dren, all of whom listen solemnly to their elders. 
All wear the simple Puritan dreaa, men, womsn, 
aid children, and all carry bundles of various 
»ize8. Many pieces of baggage are piled about 
room. William and Miatreaa Brewsteb talk with 
John Robibson, the pMtor, and his vsife. Wn> 
LUH Bbswsteb u a fin^loohmg man of a5ouC 
forty years. He is educated and cultured; is 
pleasant and cottrteoue. John Robihsoit, also, is 
a eulUired gentleman; m gentle and sympathetic; 
wears clerical garb of Puritans. Mistress Bobiv- 
aoN and Mistress BBEranm are refined women of 
thirty years or so. They show determination and 
courage. Jokathah Bbbwstbb, a boy of fifteen, 
stands dose to door at back. Me seems to be lis- 
iening to a sound without.) 

RoBimoN. Well, Master Brewster, the time 00 
long looked forward to hath come, and no one 
seems to regret it. 

Bbewsteb. All do seem calm and cour^eoua, 
liaster Robinson. But they know the danger full 
well. 

Jonathan (to Bbbwsteb). Father! Some one 
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comes I I heard stepson the stones at the gate. May 
I draw the bars? 

Bbewbtbb. Wait, Jonathan, till our signal is 
given. 

Jonathan. 'Tis Master Wexton — the beadle's 
son. 

Mistress Breiwstbb. How know you that so 
surely? 

Jonathan. All of our people are come but he. 

EoBiNSOH (looking about). 'T is true — he alone 
is lacking. 

Bbbwsteb. Nevertheless, we must wait for our 
ugnal. 'T would be dangerous to open without it. 
(Pause: all listening for signal.) 

Mistress Brewster. 'T is strange the signal is 
not given. 

Bbewsteb. Methinks 't was one of our guards he 
heard. They are watching closely to-night. 

BoBiKSON. 'Tis wdl, for 'tis a most important 
night to us. 

(Master and Mistress Cabtbr Join group.) 

Mistress Bobiitson. The most important in our 
lives I I wonder if we shall get safely away. 

Mistress Cabtbb. That is my thought, too, Mis- 
tress Robinson. 

Brewster. So for our plans have carried. It all 
depends now on our boatmen — whether they can get 
the barge here without being seen by the king's 
spies. 
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Cartsb. They were not to oome till the night 
grew dark. 

Bbewsxhb. And bo they mil not. Master Curer. 
Blaster Bradford hath the matter in charge. 

BoBiHSOR. Then all will be performed tm was 
planned. William Bradford is a young man to d^ 
pend OQ. 

(Mcuter and Jl^treat Wikslow join grot^.) 

WiNSLOW. Is it not time for the barge, friends? 

M1STBE88 WiKBLOw. 'T is after midnight, and the 
night is dark. 
(A hiock at door, hack ; then two ahort knock*,) 

Josxtbjls. 'T is our ugnal, father 1 

(Op&is door; tumg to Bbewsteb.) 

'Tis not Master WeztonI 'Tis Master William 
Bradford ! 

(-Enter WnxuM Bbadvobd. He is an intelligent^ 
earnest youth of eighteen.) 

Bbewstkb. Ah, Master Bradford I Ton bring us 
news? 

Bsadfobs. The barge is here, friends I We have 
landed just below your orchard. Master Brewster, 
where the shadows on the river are deepest. 

Bbbwstbb (to others). Are you ready? 

Othbbb. Yea — yes — 

Bbadfobd. I'll call the guards — they are wait* 
ing without to carry the heaviest baggi^. 

Cabteb. One moment — Is it certain no spies 
are about? 
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Bbadfobd. We have seen no one, Master Carver. 
Certain of our men are now patrolling the river shore 
and orchard. Others, the roads and all by-paths. 

WnfsLOW. Every precaution hath been taken, it 



Bbxwbteb. We oan do no more than iratoh. Call 
the guards, William. Friends, prepare to depart. 

(There is much commotion, all hastening to 
select hmdles. Bsadfokd opening door; six 
guards entering. Robinbon crosses to door; faces 
others.) 

BoBiNSON (lifting hand). My people — 
(There is instant silence. He con^nues.) 

Think again what yon are doing I Reflect, ere it be 
too late. You are leaving your homes forever. Yon 
are going to a foreign land with nothing of your 
possessions save the little you carry in your hands. 
You are leaving yoar lands; even your means of 
making a livelihood. No one knows what the future 
will bring to us in Holland. *Tis like we shall find 
it hard to make even enough for a few years to 
provide us with food and shelter. Shall we be able 
to endure such poverty? Think i^in on these 
things, my people. Shall we not remain? It is not 
too late. 

Brewster. There is no longer hope for any Pn* 
ritan in England. The king himselE is our most bit- 
ter enemy. 

WiNSLOW. And he is spreading the net about n* 
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rapidly. Soon ve shall all be caught and oomr 
manded to renounce our faith. Could we do tiiat? 

Others. No I No I 

Cabtbb. I ironid lather leave my worldly goods 
than give up my freedom of conscience. 

Bbabvobd. Aye I To keep a good consoience is a 
tiling to be preferred even before life itself. 
(Otherg murmur aaaent.) 

KoBiiTSOK. But think of the danger we run in 
trying to get away from England. Every port is 
closed against us. 

Bbewbteb. But we shall sail secretly, at night, 
and from a place near by, and many miles from the 
king and his court. Besides, the captain hath been 
paid double the usual passive, and is willing to take 
the risk. 

Bbadpord. And besides, and best of all, we go to 
Holland, where we ehall be free — free to talk — to 
think, and to worship. 

Othebs. Yes — yes — to be free — free — 

RoBimiON — I see yon are determined. May God 
in his mercy guide ns. 

(Steps back.) 

Bbadfobd (to guards). The heavier pieces, men, 
at once. 

Bkewstbb. One moment, please yon — 'T is well 
we shonld speak of our plans t^aio, lest there be 
some miscarri^e. The g^rds will load the baggage 
on and will then retam for the women and children^ 
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who vill, 88 you know, go in the barg^, with only a 
boatman or two. We men will walk, and will meet 
the bai^ near Boston. You know the place — where 
a neck of land juts into die sea. 

Othebs. Aye — we know 1 

Bbbwsieb. Come, then, we must move with dis* 
patch. 

(Bradford and guards take baggage out. Bbbw- 
8TBB closes and bars door. Jonathah crosses to 
Mm; ^eaks with him aside.) 

Jonathan. 'T is strange abont Master Wexton, 
father. 

Brewster. I fear he has met with trooble. But 
't were beat to say nothing. We mnst not alarm the 
others. 

Jonathan (graeely). It might cause them to lose 
heart. 

{Knock at door — then ttoo shorter knocks.) 

*T is the signal, father 1 

(Opms door. Miter Balph Wexton, a sturdy f 
seHoiw young man: does not wear Puritan dress.) 

'T is Master Wexton I 

Brewvtbr. I feared you were not coming, Ralph. 

Wexton. A spy followed me from Southwell, 
sir. 

Carver. Followed you here! TwUl be the nn- 
dmng of us and our plans. 

Wbxton. Nay, I hid in the woods so long a time 
he bat the scen^ and returned whence he came. 
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"WnraLow. 'T U strange 70a vere followed. Ton 
are not wearing the Puritan diess. 

Wbxtoh. I dared not. The High Court hath he- 
gnn its sessions at Southwell, in the church where 
mjr fether is beadle. 

MisiniBSB BoBDiBON. Have they tried our people 
as yet? 

Weztoh. Many of them, Mistress Bobinson. 

M18TBE88 Bkewbteb. We need not ask their sen- 
tences — 

Wbxton. Kues and prisons for every one. 

A GiBL (anxiously). My father — did he speak 
of me? 

WsxTOH. He sent you his bve and said he would 
join yon as soon as he was free ^ain. 

A BoT. Did you see my mother, sir? 

Wbzton. I did, lad. She was praying to be with 
you soon. 

(To others.) 

They were all praying to join us in Holland. 

Bbbwbteb. And they shall I Their fines shall be 
paid, and their passage to Holland shall be ar- 
ranged as soon as it is possible. I pledge myself 
to that. 

Robinson. And I. 

Othbrs. And I. And I. And I. 

(Furitan signal heard at door. Bbewsteb <^ens 
door. Mi^ar Bbadfobd. Bbewsibb clos^ door; 
bars it.) 
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Bbuldfobd. We are ready aov for the vomen and 
ohildren. The ^fuards wait at the livei. 

{Women and children cross to door. M&ifall 
hack.) 

Jonathan. Mother, let me go Trith the men. 

MiaxBBBs Bbewsieb. Nay^ l^ej have fifty miles 
to walk. 

Jonathan. I can do it. 

MraTBXSS Bbswstbb. You might he a hindrance 
to yonr father. Come with me, Jonathan. 

(3 osATOAS follows her to door obediently. The 
pastor crosses ; faces them.) 

Bobinbon. Sisters, again I would speak. You 
inow well that I am with you heart and soul; and 
yet I would not see you walk deliberately into 
danger. Do yon fully realize what it would mean 
should your barge be discovered as it floats to the 
sea? You would he sent straightway to prison. 
No compassion would be shown you or your chil- 
dren. 

FiBST WoHAN. I am not afraid. 

Second Woman. The thought of prison does not 
lighten me. 

Thibd Woman. No, nor me. 

FiBST Ghiij>. I fear nothing. 

Second Child. Nor I. 

Other Childbbn. Nor 1 1 Nor 1 1 

MiSTBBsa Bobinbon. How could we be afraid 
iriien these children show no fear? 



by Google 



A DREAM OF FBEEDOU 78 

BoBivBON. YoD are fully prepared then for t&e 
worst that may befall? 

AiiL WosiBV. Aye I 

BoBiNSOK (8t^>ping aside). So be it. I can say 
no more. 

(Knock at door. All show aurprise.) 

Beadford. 'T is not our signaL 

Bbewbteb. Who knocks? 

Voice {off, fcdntltf). Open I Openl 

Bbbwstbk. Who are you? 

Voice (a* before). Opm — 

Bbbwstbb. What is your errand here? 

VoiOB. Open — quick — open! 

Bbbwbteb. We open to no stranger. Who are 
yon? Speak your name, sir I 

Yoiojt (/aintli/). Beadle — beadle — 

BBBwaiXB {turning to others). ^'Beadle," he 
gays. Could he be — 

Wbxtoh (rushing to door). Father I Be it yon? 

VoioK. Aye — 

(Bbewstbb opens door. Miter Beadle ea> 
hausted^ 

Beadue. Fly — fly t They come I Sir Jasper — the 
bailifC — soldiers I 

(Sinks into a chair.) 

Weztoit. Where are they? Speak, father, speak t 
Are they close upon us? 

Bbadlb (faintly) . Aye — close — close — Balph 
— your horse — fly — fly — 
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(Leant back almost uneonsdous. Ralph and 
BoBiNBON attend Mm. Women bring water.) 

Bbbwsteb. 'T would be foolhardy to go to the 
barge now. There is only one means o£ escape, and 
that U the secret passage. 

Cabtbb. We will be caoght like rata in a trap 
should they by chance discover it. 

Bbadfobd {listening at door). They are crosung 
tiie bridge 1 They 're coming on the gallop 1 

Brewstbb. They will be here in a moment I 

{Crosses; slides hack a panel in icaiMCoimy. 
A small opening is disclosed.) 

Into the passage — qoickl 'Tisyonronly diancel 
Quick, — quick ! 

{Men step backf allowing v3omm and children 
to enter first.) 

Bbadfobd. They are dismonnting I Qoiok I We 
dare not keep them waiting. 

{Beadle is led into passage. Enter all hut the 
3KSweTVR family and Bbidfobd.) 

Bbkwstbb. Master Bradford — come I 

Bbadfobd. I will stay here with yon — 

Bbewstxb. No one but my family must be found 
here. *T would excite suspicion. Come. 

(Loud knock at door. Bbadfobd enters passage. 
Bbewsteb slides panel into place. Mistress Bbbw- 
STEB throws off wraps ar^ sits. Jonathak stands 
by her. Knock Treated. Bbbwstbb crosses to 
door.) 
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Who knocks? 

YoiOE. open in the name of King James 1 

(Bbewsteb (^ens door. Enter Sir Jasfbb, BctU' 
iff, and soldiers.) ^ 

Sib Jaspeb. Be jon William Brevster? 

Bbbwsteb. I am, gentlemen. 

Sib Jaspeb. William BrevBter, I am ^ Jasper 
of the king's court. 

Bbkwbtkb (bowing). Well, my lord — 

Sib Jaspeb. I have been coDuniBsioDed by his 
Majesty to make certain accuBations against you. 

Bbbwstbb. Of what am I guilty, my lord ? 

Sib Jaspeb. I accuse you of disobedience in mat- 
ters of religion. I accuse you of permitting Puritans 
to meet here in your home, in spite of the king's 
prodamatdon t^nst such meetings, finally, I ao- 
cose you of harboring Puritans here to-night. What 
have yon to say to that, sir? 

(Bbkwbteb 18 ailerU. Fause.) 

Well, do you deny it? 

Bbewsteb. Of what use to deny, my lord ? 

Sib Jaspeb. Where are these Puritans ? I com- 
mand you to produce them. 

Bbewsteb. The house ia open to yon. 

Sib Jaspeb. Search every room. Bailiff 1 

{Bailiff and soldiers go to interior. Sir Jaspeb 
walks ahoutf looking at everything toith suspi- 
cion; thrusts sword up ^replace; looks behind 
window curtains ; finally halts before panel lead- 
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ing to 8€&'et passage ; points to Jonathan toith his 
sword ; speaks gruffly.) 

Come here, boy 1 

(Bbewsteb <md wife show alarm, hut Jonathah 
crosses bravely.) 

So joQ be a Puritan, be you? 

JoHATHAjr. Aye, sir, I be. 

Sib Jasper. Do you knov that I have the power 
to punish you? 

JovATBAn. Aye, sir. 

Sm Jaspkb. Do you know that I oan take joa 
away from yout parents to-n^ht and put you in 
prison wherever I choose? 

Jonathan {frightened). Aye, sir. 

(Bbbwsxbb is atarmed: kis loifs is trembling 
withfear.) 

Sm Jabfkb. Well, then, my boy, I will tell you 
how to save yourself. You have merely to tell me 
where these Puritans have gone and yon shall go 
free. And so shall your father and mother. 

(Pause. Jonathan looks at his parents ; then 
turns to Sir Jaspeb.) 

Jonathan. My father told yoa to search the 
house. 

Sib Jaspsb (sa:dng kis arm roughly). I com- 
mand you to tell me — this instant I 

Jonathan. I will not tell you anything! 

SiE Jabpbe (angrily). Oh — bo ! I 've a mind to 
punish your impudence 1 
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MisTUBS Bbewster (rising in alarm). He does 
not mean to be impadect, my lord. He hath beeD 
brought ap a Puritan — he knovB nothing else. 

Sm Jahpbb. Yon had best teach him Bometbing 
else, and qnickly. 

Bbewsteb (crossing; taking Jomathas'b hand). 
That, my lord, ia a matter tiut concerns us alone. 
( JWer Bailiff and soldiers.) 

Bailiff. There 'b not a sign of them, my lord. 

Sm Jabpkb. Did yon search the gaiT«t8 and 
cellars? ' 

Bailiff, lliorougbly, my lord. 

Sib Jasper. We have failed this time. Master 
Brewster, but fra Till conte again. Yoor house trill 
be watched. Yourself will be followed whene'er you 
stir from your door. We vill make yon conform, or 
we '11 harry yon into a dungeon. You can't escape 
us, sirrah. Try it at your peril. 

(Starts off; turns at door; shakes finger at 
Bbbwstbb.) 

Try it at your peril, sirrah I 

(Exittfolloioed hy Bailiff and soldiers. Jona- 
TRAK slips out after them unnoticed. Bbewsteb 
closes and hars door ; crosses to panel.) 

MiSTBEBS Bbewsteb. You bad best wait a little 
— they might return. 

Bbewsteb. It would be safer — 

(T^ms away from panel.) 

Where is Jonathan ? 
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MtSTBESS Bbbwsteb. He was here but a moment 
ago. 

(Crogsea to srnaU door, ccUUng.) 

Jonathan I 

(Pause.) 

Jonathan 1 

(Pause. She is frightened.) 

William ! Conld they have taken him 7 

Bbbwsteb. Oh,nol That 's impossible. I'll look 
through the house. 

(Exit. Pause. Mstress Brewster moves abotU 
cmxiously. Enter Brewstbr alarmed.) 

MiSTBBSS Bbbwbteb. You did not find him I 

Brewster. No, Maty — I cannot understand it. 

Mktbebs Bbewstbr. Then they hare taken him I 
Sir Jasper said he would punish him I William — 
irfiat shall we do? What shall we do ! 

Brewster (troubled). We '11 find a way to get 
him back — I 'U go to the king myself — 

(Knock at door — the Puritan signal.) 

Who can it be ? The guards would not venture 
here now — I fear Sir Jasper hath retamed — 

Mistress Brewster. He may bring us news of 
Jonathan I Let him enter, William ! 

Bbewster. But what if he hath compelled Jona- 
than to disclose the secret of that panel ? Can we 
allow our brethren to be discovered and driven off 
to prison? 

Mistress Bbewster. Jonathan would not tell 
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them. I would stake my life on that He is a staunch 
Uttle Puritan. Open I I beg yon to open I 
{Knocking ia repeated.) 

Bbbwstbb. Who knocks ? 

MiBTBESS Bbewbtkb. Tell them they mmt ff.je 
oar boy back to ns I 

Bbewbtkb. Who knocks, I say? 

YoiOB. 'TisI — II Jonathan! 

M18TBE88 Bbewbtbb. Open t Open I 

(Bbbwsteb opens door. Unter Johathak tmU* 
ing.) 

Jonathan t Did they take you ? 

JoHATHAH. Take me t Ha, ha I They did n't even 
know I was there. I hid behind the bushes to see if 
any should stay to spy. But they all rode sway — ' 
yon can't even bear their faoraes. 

Bbbwsteb. My biave hoyl 

MisTBBas Bbbwsteb. My conrf^eoos little Pv 
ritanl 

{Brewster slides back panel : speaks into open- 
ing.) 

Bbewbteb. Come, 't is safe now. 
(Enter Puritans and Beadle from secret passage.) 

The way is clear — go quickly. 

Bbadvobd. Come, I will lead yon. We '11 creep 
down through the orchard. Keep well in the 
shadows, and go as silently as possible. 

(Puritans go. Beadle lingers.) 

Whxtok. Come, father. 
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Beadlb. I be DO Puritan. 

Weston. You c^m't return now to your church. 
They would clap you Into prison. 

Bbadle. But I say I be no Puiitan. 

boBonoN. Come wiUi us < — Puritan or no. We '11 
care for you as if you were, for we owe you a debt 
of gratitude. Remember you have ^ved as all tliis 
oight. 

BsADLB. T '11 come, bat 't is only because I must, 
iot I say I be no Puritan. 

(Goes with son. The Bbewstbbs are last. They 
(wm at door and lookback into room.) 

Mwmssa Bbbwsisb (sadly). Just a last look, 
William — 

Bkbwstbb (sadly). Aye, Mary, just a lasi 
look — 

(They go.) 



ACT in 



Time: The nesct night. 
Place : On board an English sailing vessel just off 
Boston, a village on east coast of England. 

Kew Charactebs 
Captain. Opficek. 

FlBST MaTB. PUBITAN MaN. 

Second Mate. Magistrate. 

Sailors and Soldibbs. 
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{A flaming torch lights deck. F'irat Mate in seen 
peering out into darkneaa. Enter Second Mate; 
looks about eautiowly ; crosses quickly.) 

Sboobd Matb. a word with yon. Mate 1 
(First Mate, tttming). 

They have changed the course I Have 70a 
marked it? 

FiBST Matb. Aye, we be headed for land now. 

Sbooitd Mats, 'T is contrary to agreement. We 
shipped for Holland direct. 

F1B8T Matb. And here we be patting into 
Boston. 

Second Matb (looking off; starts). Look yon I 
We '11 not be landing at Boston I There *b Uie 
lights of tjie town a half-mile below. 

FiBST Matb (looking). 'Tis a neck of land we 
be making I 

Sboond Matb. It looks like a bit of smng^ing, 
I say. 

FiBaT Matb. Nay, that's too risky these days. 

Second Matb. Risky I Pshaw I That 's naught 
to me if I get my share of the booty. 

FiBST Matb (looking up deck). Shi The Cap- 
tain I 

(Exit Second Mate quickly. Enter the Captain, 
a sullen, surly Englishman. First Mate salutes.) 

Captain. Well, have you noticed we *re headed 
for land, Mate ? 

FiBST Matb. Aye, Captain. 
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Captain. And you 'le sospicioas about it, eh? 

FiBST Mats. I was just woadering, sir — 

Caftaih. I've made arrangements to take on 
some passengers here — some Puritans, in fact. 

FiBST Mate (starting). FiuitansI That's dan- 
gerous budness, Captain. 

Captain. I 've charged them well for the risk. 

FiBST Matb. But there 's a law against taking 
the heretics away. 

Captain. I 've arranged against that 

F1B8T Mate. Maybe you can save yourself, Mas' 
tor, but I am a poor man, and I have no hankerings 
for prison. Besides, I 've a 6inuly to think of. 

Captain. It 's all arranged, I tell yon. There 
will be no danger for any one. I have writtoi the 
Boston magistrate about these Puritans. 

FiBST Matb. You have written the magistrate I 

Captain, 1 am only protecting myself. If the 
ofBcers wish to prevent their escape, they may. It 
is none of my afEairs. So as soon as we land, yoa 
will go ashore and report our position to his Honor. 

FmsT Hatb. I cannot do that. Captain. 

Captain (angrily). You refuse I You dare to 
refuse 1 

FiBST Matb.' Aye. I be no Puritan, but I *11 not 
help to betray them and throw the women into 
firison. 

Captain. Come, come; there 11 be s bit of gold 
for you. I have arranged that with the magistrate. 
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Uatb. There *8 no gold can moke me do it. 
(JEnter sailors dragging rope.) 

Captain. Seize this man I 
(Sailors hesitate : look from Captain to Mate.) 

Seize him, I say 1 To the cell with him ! If he 
Btrnggles, pat him in irong. 

(Sailors seize and take Mate off. Enter Second 
Mate. Captain turM to Aim.) 

Come to my cabin. Then 's certain work for yon 
to-night. 

{They go. Enter other sailors: work at ropes. 
Go, dragging ropes off. Pause. BeUs ring. Ca^ 
tain and Second Mate hurry on.) 
{Enter an Officer.) 

Offiobb. She *b anchored, sir. 

Captain. Man a boat for Boston at once — get 
the best oarsmen. Send the other boats to the 
shore at this point. We 're taking on some passen- 
gers. 

Officbb. Aye, sir. 

(Exit officer. Captain turns to Second Mate.) 

Captain. Go quickly, and keep jonr boat well 
away from the shore, lest the Puritans see yon. 

SscoNit Mats. What about my share of the 
spoils? 

Captaik. I said nothing about spoils. 

Sboord KUtb. I demand my shaJe — I '11 not stir 
without. 

Captain (An,grily). Name your price. 
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Second Math. Ods tenth of the gold paid to yon 
by the magistrate. 

Captain. 'T is robbery ! 

Sbookd Mats. I 'U not go for less. 

(Pause, Captain glares at MaUf who stands 
his ground.) 

Captain. I i^ee. Now, go, and make haste. Tell 
his Honor I *U hold the ship for a time. 

(Mate nods; exit. Enter em officer^ 

Otfioer. The first boat hath retomed vitb pas- 
sengers. 

Captain. Send it back — keep all the boats go- 
ing. 

{Exit officer. Enter many Puritans. Captain re- 
ceivea them cordially; bows to women; shakes 
hands wUh men ; pats children's heads.) 

Welcome — welcome to you all I Here you be in 
safety, and the king is none the wiser. Ha, ha I I 
said it would happen thus. I told Master Brenrater 
80 from the start. 

{Looks about) 

Where is Master Brewster ? 

A Man. He wiU come with the last load. 

Captain. That 's the proper spirit for a leader ! 
The last boat always. And now will it please you to 
go below? We must make room for the others. 

{Ptaitans go. Enter other Puritans, Captain 
greeting them as before.) 

Welcome — welcome 1 Why, this is better lack 
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than e'en I hoped for. No mishaps — everything 
exactly as ve had arranged. 'T is remarkable, I say 
— remarkable I 

(Miter other Puritans, including Robinson, Brad- 
ford, Carvrr, Wihblow, OTid the Bbbwstbb /om- 
ay.) 

Welcome — welcome — velcome I Ah, Master 
Brewster 1 I was jost asking for yon. 

Brewster. Erery one is safely on. Ton can get 
away at once, Captain. 

Captain. I am sorry, Master, but we shall be de- 
layed a little. 

B&swB'TBB. Delayed! 

Captain. A slight leakage. It won*t keep us 
Jong — a few minntes at the most. 

BREnraTER. Every moment is full of danger 
to ns. 

Captain. Is there not danger for me as well? 

Brewster. You will suffer with us, of course. 

Captain. Of oonrrn. 'Twonld be prison for me 
and my of&cers. 

(To all Puritans.) 

Will you please to go below? 'I need the deck 
clear for sailing. 

(Puritans go. Captain at once shows surliness. 
Enter an Officer.) 

Watch for boat there I Watch sharp I 

(Officer peering out into darkness. Captain 
pacing deck. Long pause. Captain speaks sharply.) 
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There shoald be a boat ooming out from Boston. 
Don't joa see it ? 

Okfiokb. Nay^ I see noihiDg as yet. 

{Eater BBEW8TEB,BiuiiPOKDjam2 Ralph Wbz- 

TOK.) 

BsEwerFKB. Hovmaoh longer shall we be delayed, 
Captain ? 

Captain. The acddent wu worse than I thought 
But within the hour — 

BnBwencB. Hour! We most get away at onoe. 
The leakage can be stopped at sea. 

Captain. 'T wonld be most ansafe. 

Bbswsteb. 'Twill be safer than staying here. 
There 's a good breeze. Unfurl your sails quickly. 

Captain. That is impossible — 

Bbewsteb. You must ! 

Captain. Mast ? That 's a strong word, sirrah 1 

Bbewbtbb. We have the right to use it. We have 
paid you a large sum of money — in fact, we have 
overpaid you, as yon very well know. We demand 
you set sail instantly. 

Captain. I am master of thw ship. I shall «fti1 
whenever it pleases me. 

Bbewster (to Bbadfood and Wsxtom). Unfurl 
the sails I Come 1 

{Puritans run to tails. Captain draws sword, 
barring their way.) 

Captain. Back I Ton '11 not touch the sails 1 Back 
— hack, I say! 
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{O0icer rushes forward to cusist Certain.) 

Officer, bring menl Well put these fellows in 
irons t 

Offioeb. Aye, a;^ sir 1 

{Starts off; stops.) 

The boat, Master 1 'Tis here — at the ship's 
ndel 

Cafta^t (sheathing sword). Unfnrl the sails, 
ParitanB. Little good 'twill do you now. 

Bbxwbtbb. You have betrayed us ! 
{Enter Second Mate toith Magistrate and soldiers.) 

Caftaht. Seize these fellows, your Honor I They 
are the ringleaders. 

{Magistrate motions to soldiers, who seize Pu- 
ritans. They struggle in vain.) 

The others are below, yonr Honor. 

Maqistbatb {to soldiers). Force them up I 

{Soldiers go. Pause. Women and children heard 
screaming off. Bbewbtkb, Bradford, and Wbxton 
renew struggles to eecc^e. Unter Puritems driven 
by soldiers. The men are angry; women fright 
ened; children cry with/ear.) 

Search them 1 Tear open their bundles ! 

(Soldiers search men; take money from Mem; 
tear hags from women and op&i them,fnding rings, 
silver ^oojis, etc. They open larger bundles, find^ 
ing books in many.) 

Throw the books overboard I 

BoBorsoH. I beg you — let ns keep our books I 



by Google 



90 A. DREAM OF FREEDOM 

Magiistbatb. Over vith them I We 11 have Done 
of their Puritan books in England. 

(Sailors throw books into sea.) 

Now, then, — to jail with them all I 

(Soldiers go, driving Puritans along toitk jeera 
and sneers.) 



ACT IV 
TuiE : Spring of 1608. 
Pla.ce : London — Council Chamber in the king^a 
palace. 



Kbw Chakacteeb 
EnTG James. Second CounciLLoa. 

I!lBST CODKOUXOB. Thisd CoUHOtULOB. 



{Three Councillors are sem seated at a massive 
tahle, busy with papers. Enter Usher.) 

Ubhbb. My lords, Sir Jasper is impatient — hehai 
waited long in the ante-room. 

FiBST GouNCiLLOB. Say to Sir Jasper that ve re- 
gret this delay, but his Majesty hath not come, nor 
hath he sent us any word in reply to our request for 
his presence. Pending that, we cannot admit him, 
though we be the king's own councillors. 

Usher {bowing). Yes, my lord — 

:S]HK)iiD CkiVNOlUA^R. You may tell Sir Jasper also 
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'tiiat we have read his report with interest, and have 
discussed the matter among us. 

( Usher botoa. JExit.) 

TmBD CouNOiLLOB. Perhaps ve should have told 
his Majesty the natore of the matter to be dia- 
cassed. 

^ooiTD CovHCiLLOB. Naj. *T would have an- 
gered him BO greatly he would not even ooaosd 
with us. 

FntST CovsoiLLOK. Aye, it is better to get him 
here, and then declare the matter. 
(Enter Usher.) 

UsHEB. His Majesty, King James ! 

( Co*m<Mlors rise. Enter Emo Jambs — a small 
man, ugly in face and figure. Councillors how. 
King crosses ; sits in great chair a< kead of table ; 
moiiona others to sit.) 

EuTG. Well, what busineBB is it that demands my 
attention at onoe? 

FiBai CouNoniLOR. Your Majesty, the Puritan 
question halii come up again. 

Kma (scowling). Those heretics agua I Ithought 
we had crushed them out of existence. 
. I^BST Gouson^LOB. Sir Jasper brought the news. 
He waits without to see you. 

KiNa {to Usher). Admit Sir Jasper. 

(Usher opens a door; stands aside. Enter Sir 
Jasfbb. He bows to King and Councillors. Exit 
Usher.) 
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Now, what is this about the Puritans, Sir Jasper? 
Where are they making trouble this time? 

Sm Jaspeb. In Scrooby, Sire. 

KiHO. Scrooby 1 How can that be ? We sent every 
one of those Scroobj heretics to jail last fall — 
when they tried to iuq away to Holland. 

Sm Jaspeb. *Tis true, your Majesty, but they 
were gradually released ontil all of them were free 
again. They managed to pay their fines in some way. 

Kisa. And now they are holding their meetings 
again, I suppose. Well, I *11 crush them this time. 
They *11 not dare show their heads again in Eng- 
land. Proceed against them at once. Sir Jasper. 
Seize them wherever you find them ; throw them 
into prison. And this time permit no one to pay a 
fine — they can be released only at my pleasure. 
You understand, Sir Jasper ? 

Snt Jaspeb. Sire, it is useless — 

King. Useless I What mean you — ? 

Sm Jaspeb. They have mn away again, your 
Majesty. 

King. Eh! What is this? Run away agtun, yoa 
say? 

Sib Jaspeb. Aye, only last night, yonr Majesty. 
They had arranged with a Dutch captain to take 
them to Holland this time. He was to meet Uiem 
at— 

King. Did yon get them ? That 's all I want to 
know. 
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Sib Jasfeb. Only the women and children. 

KiHG. What! Why— How is that? 

Sib Jabpbb. It seems the men had walked to the 
coast from Scrooby, while the women and children 
were sent down the river in a barge — jost as they 
airanged the first time. 

KxKO. WeU — well — go on — 

Snt Jaspbb. The men arrived first, and the cap- 
tain sent ont a boat and took them on to save time. 

Ketq. The rascal I GKi on — 

Sm Jabfbb. By that time the ba^ had arrived, 
and the captain was just sending out a second boat 
when he saw oar soldiers coming. 

Knto. And then — I What happened? 

Sm Jabpeb. Then he sailed away, your Majesty. 

KiSQ. Sailed away 1 

Sib Jasfbb. Aye, Sire — with the men, leaving 
the women and children on the shore. The soldiers 
seized them and took them off to jail, in spite of 
their tears and pleadings. And now the magistrates 
know not what to do with them. 

King. Why, keep them in jail, of coarse. 

FntST CoCNOiLLOB. Your pardon, Sire, but the 
people will sympathize with these unfortnnate 
women and children. They will say they are not 
to be blamed because their husbands are Puritans. 

Kino. Suppose they do say so ? What comes of 
that? 

Seoobd Councillob. Just tills, Sire, — more 
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Furitcais. Their attempt to leave Eogland last ttJl 
attracted mach attention to ihem uid their cause 
and made many conTerts for them. 

Kmo. I would I could be rid o£ the very name 
of Puritan I 

Thuld CoTraoiiJX)B. Then let these women go to 
Holland, Sire. Let them join their husbands. That 
will end the trouble for good and all, and they will 
very soon be forgotten. 

(Pause. King refiecU.) 

Kino. No 1 I '11 keep them here and make an ezr 
ample of them. I *11 have them severely punished. 

FiBsT CouNCiLLOB. And every punishment will 
make bo many new Puritens, your Majesty. 

Second CoxmoiLLOB. And besides, tiieir hus- 
bands who have gone to Holland will be in a posi- 
tion to harass you. They will flood all Eng^nd 
with their petitions for the release of the prisoners. 
They will soon arouse the whole land wit^ their 
controvernes. 

Kmo {impress^. How does it seem to yon, Sir 
Jasper? 

Sib Jabfeb. They can cause unending trouble 
for yoar Majesty. 

{Pause. King r^ects.) 

King. Well, I suppose I must. There seems to 
be no other way out of it. 

(To Sir Jasfeb.) 

Let the women and children go to Holland. 
{Sir JjIspeb botoa ; eant) 

D,.;,l,ZDdbyG00gle 
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FiBST Tableau 
Puritan men of Scrooby are seen on the docks in 
Holland. Tbey are looking out to sea and waving hand- 
kerchiefs joyfully. Many Dutoh people stand near by, 
showing intenst 



Second Tableau 



Pnritan women and children of Sorooby are seen on 
deck of a sailing vessel, waving to their friends on the 
docks. All show great joy. 
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TROUBLES ON LAND AND SEA ' 



THE FILGBIMS AND THEIB JOUBNETS 



MlSl^BBB BbEWVTEB. 

M1BTSB88 WntBLOw. 

MiSTBBBS CaBVKB. 

FibstMan. 
Secon]} Mak. 
Third Man. 

FoubthMan. 
FmsT Woman. 
Second Woiuk. 
Tbisd Woman. 
Batlitf. 
FihbtDbpdtt. 
Second Defdtt. 

I, PnBITANS. 



Secbbtakt. 

Sib DnDLET Cablbtov. 

WlLUAM BbKWVTBB. 

Beadle. 

BniDEB. 

William Bbadtobd. 
John Robinson. 
Ralph WirroN. 
Jonathan Bbxwktbr. 
John Castbb. 
Mastbb Winblov. 
KiLBS Standish. 

pBINTBBiB, 



Scene I 
Turn: 1619 — SyOembei' — late afternoon. 
Place : Lepden, Holland. Office qfcUj/ offidala. 



(77te Burgomaater is seen writing at a table in 
hisprivate ojffice. Enter his Secretary.) 
Sbobbtabt. Toar Honor — 
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BuBOOSUSTEB. Yes, Jan — 

SscBBiABT. Will yoar Honor receive the English 
Ambassador? 

BuBQOHASTEB. When does he wish an appoint- 
ment? 

Sborbtabt. His lordship is waiting, your Honor. 
He says his mission is important and hopes you will 
see him at once. 

BuBOOUABTEB. Admit him without dday. 

(Exit Secretary. Pcmte. Reenter Secretary 
showing in the English Ambassador.) 

Sbcbetabt {announcing). Sir Dudley Carleton ! 

BuBGOHASTBB (rise$ ,' bows). My lord — you 
honor me. 

AuBABSAZK>B (howing), Nay, *t is you who honor 
me, sir. Yoa receive me without the usual formali- 
ties of making a fixed appointment. 

Bdbgomasteb. 'Tis a pleasure to receive Eng- 
land's Ambassador at any time. Please yoa to be 
seated, Sir Dudley, 

(Both seat themselves.) 

Ambassadob. Your Honor will pardon the abrupt- 
ness of my call when you know 't was made nece»> 
sary by certain letters* received just now from his 
Majesty, King James of England. 

BuRGOUASTEB. Z am deeply interested, my lord. 

Ahb&s&uwr. Briefly, then, the matter is this: 
It hath recently come to the king's knowledge that 
certain books are being printed here in Leyden — 
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books which offend his Majesty greatly. In fact they 
are written by Puritans and printed by Puritans and 
glorify the Puritan faith. 

BuBooiusTSR. Holland permits the free publica* 
tion of religious books by any sect or society. 

Ambubsadob. Bat these books are being shipped 
to England, where the printing and sale of Puritan 
books haih long ago been prohibited. His Majesty 
dierefore asks that your Honor sappiess their pub- 
lication here in Leyden. 

BuBGOHABTEB. Wo have no jurisdiction over 
that, Sir Dudley. 

Ahbaboadob. Your Honor, the king requMU that 
the press and type be seized, and the publisher be 
imprisoned. 

BuBGOUASTEB. But, my lord, 'tis beyond my 
aaihority ! Besides, this publisher is a man who is 
much respected here. He is one William Brewster, 
an Sngliahman, who hath been here many years. 

AuBAsaADOB. But he hath offended King James 
— and this is not the first time. He was one of those 
ScEooby Puritans who defied the king and then ran 
away with his fellows. And so, with all these things, 
the king is exceedin^y wroth and desires you to 
imprison him. 

BuKooMASTEB. 'T woold offend the whole body of 
Puritans who have all made splendid citizens. For 
twelve yeara have they been here, ^id in all that 
time not one case of trouUe hath arisen amongst 



by Google 



100 TB0T7BLES ON LAND AND SEA 

them or betweoi them and the Dutch people. They 
are industrious, and bo honest that, if any desite 
credit, he has only to say heia a Puritan. 

Ambabbadob. Be that as it may, his Majesty de- 
sires that a way he found to arrest this Brewster, 
even to ihe creating of a new law to cover tiie 
case. 

Bttbgomasteb. I have no power to oreate new 
laws. That rests with our reigning prince, my 
lord. 

Ambassador. I have written yonr prince recently 
in regard to the matter. 

BuBOOUASTEB. I have not heard from his High- 
nees. 

Ambabbadob. Then, pending his letter, I ask 
tiiat you bold this Brewster as a prisoner. 

BuBOOMASTKB. Did I consent to tiiat, I would 
soon have a mob of howling students about me, for 
the Puritan pastor, Master Robinson, is very popu- 
lar at the Univerrity. He is frequently asked to de- 
bate with the professors, who hold him in great 
esteem and declare him to be one of the most intel- 
lectual men in all Europe. Do you see, then, what a 
homefs nest I would be stirring up by tiie arrest oi 
one of his chief elders? 

Ambabsadob. Nevertheless, a way must be fonnd. 
I have never known his Majesty more determined 
in any matter. Indeed, if Holland does not yield to 
him in this matter, he threatens to give her no anp- 
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pott Bhoald Spain declare war i^ainst her — as does 
now seem likely, 

BuBQouA8TBB (aloTmed). Hath his Majesty said 
that? 

Ahbasbadob. Aye, and hade me tell yon so, 
should all other arguments fail. Holland cannot 
afford to lose England's friendship now, your Honor. 
Spain is a rich and powerful country and could 
crush yon out of existence, if England did not help 
you. 

BuROOHASTER. Did you mention this point in 
your letter to the prince ? 

Ahba88Ai>ob. Tes, your Honor, I made it very 
dear. 

Btjboosiabteb. There may be by now a letter 
{rom his Highness, Your pardon — I will inquire. 
(Rings bell. -Enter Secretary.) 

Have any letters come from the Prince of Orange ? 

Seobbtabt. One has just arrived by special post, 
your Honor. 

BuBGOHAEiTER. I would have it now. 

(Exit Secretary: reSnters at once with a letter. 
Exit) 

Tour pardon, my lord. 

(Opens letter : reads : shows grave concern.) 

Sir Dudley, the prince hath taken up your matter 
favorably. He desires me to have the press and type 
of William Brewster seized, and Brewster himself 
arrested. Furthermore, he is to be held in prison 
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natil King James's pleasure be known concerning 
his disposal. 

Ambassadob. I shall report this to King James. 
His Majesty will take mach pleasure in joor prince's 
courtesy, sir. 

BuRoouABTEB. I Will soud au officoT to Browster's 
print-shop at once. 

Ambassadob. I thank yonr Honor in the name 
of my king. I wish you now good day. 
(Bows.) 

BuBOOHABTEB (bowing). Good day, my lord. 

(Uxit Sir Dudley. Surgomaster aigha as he 
rings hell. Enter Secretary.) 

Send the bailifE to search William Brewster's house 
in the Puritan quarter,' for a priotiDg-press and 
l^rpe and books, and make out a warrant for the a^ 
rest of Master Brewster. 

Sbcbetabt {astonished). Master Brewster I 

BuBQOMASTEB. 'T was ordered by ourpriuce, Jan. 

Sbobetabt. I 'U see to it> your Honor, at once. 
But I must say I regret it. 

Bubqouastbb. Not more than I, Jan — not mote 
than I. 

{EoAt 3xs.) 

1 Tbo PuritMU all livad in a Mitaln part of Leyden. Huii hoiuM 
wera oluttnred aboat the nwidence of Mr. ^Bobmsoa, tbeir putor. 
Their ohapel was in this reudeiua. 
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Scene II 
TiBiB : Same mormng. 
Place : Leydtn. Home of WUliam Bmoster in the 
Puritan quarter. 



(The prmiinff'shop is seen. BBEwenvB sits at a 
rough table, reading freaUy printed aheeta. He w 
novs poet middle age and shows the ^ect of ttaehe 
years of worry and hardship. Ralph Wbxton is 
printing with a hand-press. Several Puritan boys 
are setting type. Pvritan men are binding loose 
sheets into books and pamphlets. The old Beadle 
tsarries sheets from thepress to Bbbwsteb, looHng 
at each sheet toith interest and pride ; forgets him- 
self ; stops; reads sheet. BxEWBTBRvoaitsforhiin; 
then speaks pleasemtly.) 

Bbbwsteb. Well, Beiwll^ doth it intereBt you? 

Beadle (starts; shows chagrin). 

Eh I Oh t I crave your pardon, Maetei Brewater. 
I f oi^ot myself entiiely. 

(Takes sheet to Bbbwstbb.) 

Bbewstbb. And do you approve what you read? 

Beaslx. I do approve — indeed I do I Be I not 
a Puritan now? 

Bbbwsteb. Indeed you be, and a faithful. 

Beadle. Well, 'twas these writings that made 
me one. 'T was reading these sheets day by day, as 
Ralph turned them out from the press there. They 
should convert all who read them, say I. 
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Bbbwstbb. That is their purpose, Beadle. T re- 
gret we had not this print-shop long ago, instead of 
but recently. 

Beadlb. Andlr^retit too, Elder. 'T is said oar 
Puritan friends in England were much pleased with 
jour first batch o£ books. 

Bbewster. They were, indeed, and they are 
now spreading them secretly among the king's own 
chnrchm^i. 

Beadlb. May they convert all England, say 1 1 
(A binder approaches loith pamphlets.) 

Bdtdeb. These pamphlets are finished, Master. 

Bbewbtbb (examining them). And most skill- 
folly done, too. Pack them at once. There 's a ship 
sailing for England to-night. 

Binder. Shall we pack them as we did the others? 

Bbbwstbb. Yes. And conceal them well in the 
merchandise lest the king's officers find them. Ad- 
dress the pack^^ to Master Cathkio, London, — 
just as you did the other. Let all the binders assist 
you, and those who are setting type. 

BiNDEB. It shall be done exactly. 

{GToaaee; speaks loithother workers aside. They 
all go to a room, off. Ralph and Beadle confinue 
work at press, and Bbewbtbb at desk. Enter from 
street William Bbadfobd, now a man of thirty 
years. Heis grave — onaaous.) 

Bbbwstbb (rising). Good day to yon, Master 
Bradford! 
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Good day, Elder! I trust I am Dot disturbing yon, 
nr, bat I have brought you news of great impo^ 
tance. 

Bubwbtbb. I do perceive yon are troabled — 

Bbadfobd. Out pastor hath just had letters from 
friends in England telling of Master Cathkin's 
arrest. 

Bbswsteb. Master Cathkin's arrest I 

Bbadfobd. The king's officers found cat that 
Master Cathkin was receiving our hooks in London 
and giving them out secretly to others. So he hath 
been put in prison. 

Bbbwsteb. Oh, it doth grieve me to hear that ! I 
irill arrange to pay his fine in some vay I 

Bbadtobd. The king would not permit it, even 
if you could do so. His Majesty hath said openly 
that Master Cathkin shall suffer for this — and, 
moreover, that you shall suffer with him. 

Bbewsteb. King James cannot touch me here. 
Holland would not permit it. 

Bbadfobd. But Holland hath never as yet been 
tested. King James hath made no demand on her 
tor the arrest of any Puritan. 

Bbewsteb. No, dot is he like to. He knows 
Holland will not betray us. 

Bbadfobd. In spite of that I am troubled, and 
so is Master Robinson. Indeed, he would have come 
to you himself but Captain Standish called. 

Bbewsteb. There is no need of alarm for me. 
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Our whole thoogbt should be directed now to the 
saving of Master Catbkin. We most contrive his 
escape from England. 

Bradtokd. Aye, we might 1 1 11 write our friends 
in Scrooby this night, to see if it can be arranged. 

Bbbwbteb. Say that he must come to Holland 
and that I will bear all expenses. 

Bradfobd. No, Elder, I will furnish all moneys. 
Yon have spent almost all your earnings in caring 
for our unfortunate brothers — those who ooold not 
make a living here in Holland. 

Bimwsi^st. We have all helped each other — yoa 
as much as any. 

Bbabford. Ah, bat I have recently inherited 
property near Scrooby, and am now in a position to 
hdp Master Cathkin. 

Bbewsteb. Well, then, William, do what yoa 
may. I 'II not deny that I must count the pennies. 

Bbasfobd. It hath been a bard twelve years for 
US all. 

(Enter Miitrets Bbewbtbe /rom an inner room. 
She, too, shows the eff'ect of years of worry cmd 
hardship : is now anxious. Bradfobd bows.) 

Good day to you. Mistress Brewster — 

Mistress Bbewsteb. Good day to yon, A^ter 
BradfordH 

(7b Bbbvstbb.) 

I regret to interrupt, William, but our pastor baa 
come. He says he must see yoa at once. 
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BBEWStrBB. Ask him to come in, certainly. 

(Miatresa Bbbwbtbb opens door to irUerior.) 

M1STBB88 Bbswsxeb. Enter, Master Robinson. 

(Miter JoBiT RoBiHSOiT, gentle and sympathetic 
tta o/yore, bui now careworn and anxious; turns 
quickly to Bbewstbb.) 

BoBiHBON. Hadi Master Bradford told yon? 

Bbbwbteb {shaking hcmds with Robinson). Aye, 
but you are needlessly alarmed, Master Robinson. I 
vill continue to publish onr Puritan books, and pub- 
lish them in safety. 

Robinson. Nay, I am not so sure of that. Cap- 
tain Standish hatii just told me of a certain agrefr- 
ment that is now being made between England and 
Holland — an agreement that will afEect the safety 
of us all. 

Bbbwsteb. This be news, indeed ! 

Robinson. It seems there is some danger of a war 
between Holland and Spain within the next year or 
two. And England hath offered to aid Holland who 
hath accepted her terms. So now Holland must do 
aught that England commands — eren to the de- 
livering up of a Puritan. 

Mistbbss BBE^raTEB. I cannot think Holland 
would give us up. 

Bbbwstbb. Nay, nor can I, Mary. 

Robinson. A country will do acts in time of war 
that it would not do in peace. So we must prepare 
for the worst. Captain Standish hath gone now to 
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acquaint oar brethren with these facts and to call 
them here to a meeting, aa soon as they come home 
from work. 

Bkbwbteb. 'T is well. Ralph, bid tiie binders and 
packers come and all who do assist them. 

Ralph. Aje, Elder, I will. 

(£hsit to room, off. Beadle, who ha» heen listers 
ing, turns to Robinsok.) 

Bbadlb. And do you think King James will main 
me go back to.Englimd, sir, and act as beadle in his 
chnrch f^ain? 

RoBlHSON. He may compel ns all to retnm, Beadle. 

Beaslb. Oh, 'tis a dr^ful state of afEairs I Is 
there no country in all the world where we may live 
In freedom ? 

Robinson. There is no eivilized coantry any- 
where where we may worship as we choose, saving 
here in Holland. And that may soon be denied as. 

(Unter Rauph, binders, packers, and hoy as- 
eistarUs from packing-room. .Enter Jokaixuk 
Bbbwstbb from street toith a dinner pail. He is 
noto a rather delicate young man of twenty-seeen.) 

JoiiATBAH. Father — what is this I hear aboot 
your being in danger? Captain Miles Standish is 
telling oil the Puritan workers as th^ come home 
from the weaving mills. 

MisiTBBss BioiWBTEB. I fear sad days are in store 
for us, son. 

Bbewsteb. Our pastor will explain, Jonathan. 
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(Enter Jrom street, many Puritan men ctnd 
women of aZ2 ages. Among them are Master and 
Miatreen Cabtek and Master and Mistress Wi»- 
SLow. All are graee and guiet. Pause. Robiitbon 
faces them.) 

RoBmsDN. My people, Obtain Miles Standish 
Iiath told you of this new trouble that hath arisen 
for UB in Eng^d's recent treaty -with. Holland, and 
you underatand oar danger. If King James aees fit, 
we may he all taken hack to England and thrown 
into dangeons. Therefore, we most act quickly that 
we may escape this fate. 

Castsb. King James hath most likely forgot us 
— it hath been twelve years. 

Brabfobd. He hath only recently declared that 
Master Brewster should suffer with Master Cathkin 
because of our Puritan books. 

(Murmure of alarm from others.) 

Cabtis. Then there is, indeed, great, need of 
-action with ua. We cannot remain in Holland. 

WmsLow. Unless we renounce our faith. And 
that, of course, we can never do. 

BBirvsTEB. No, never t 'T was for that we came 
in poverty here and have endured so many hardships. 

Voices. Aye! 

BoBiHSON. Then we must leave Holland, my peo- 
ple. We have often spoken of this before, especially 
in our first years here. Bat always we gave up the 
thought Now necessity compels it. We must go to 
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a land where oar faith can be preserred from gen- 
eration to generation. And that land, friendB^ as yoa 
know full well, is America. 

MiBTEiBss WiKSLOw., But 't is a wilderness and 
inhabited by savages! 

Robinson. 'Tis the only place where we may 
continue to worship as we will. 

Bbewbteb. And, besides, the opportnnity is ouis 
of converting the savagea there to our belief. 

Cabteb. To spread our faith is ever our boundea 
duty. 

(Murmura of assent from others.) 

Bbadfobd. I favor going to America as soon as 
ships can be got. 

WmsLow. Z favor it likewise, and urge it. 

FiBST Man. I oppose it strongly. We have just 
begun to make fair wages here. We have our homes 
here — we are able to care for our children. And it 
hath taken us twelve yeaxs to arrive at this point. 
Shall we leave all this and be^n again Uie fight for 
merely enough to eat and to wear? I tell yon, I 
oppose it I 

Seoond Man. And I, sir, oppose it tool What 
can we do in a new land? We came very near to 
making an utter failure here. 

Carter. Ah, bat the case is different. We were, 
nearly all of us, farmers in England, and we found 
the trade here was weaving. 

Bbadfobd. And we found also, that we could not 
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oompete with the skilled weavers here antil ve 
had years of ezperieoce. But in America we can 
be faimers again, and teach oar bods to be farm- 
ers. 

Thibd Mah. But suppose they refuse to be farm- 
ers. They have gotten a taste of the sea here and 
many of them are sailors. 

MiBTBEss Gabteb. That is the pity of it t They 
are going away from us and foi^etting their 
£uth. 

MiSTBsas WmsLow. Our children are fo^tting 
they are English. They speak the Dutch langui^ — 
they play the Dutch games — they are begging to 
wear the Dutch dress. 

Bbadle. And that is not the worst of it 1 On the 
last Sabbath day, I myself saw some of our Puritan 
boys go forth to join Dutch games. On the Sab- 
bath, mind you — the Sabbath ! 

FiBBT Woman. My boy ran away in spite of 
me. 

Seoond WouAir. Many times I have followed 
and have brought mine home, but 't is a stmggle 
I'm very weary of. 

BoBiKSON. It hatb, indeed, become a grave ques- 
tion — this bringing up of onr children in Puritan 
ways when customs around us are different. That 
alone would give us reason for leaving Holland were 
there not the other matter. 

FouBTH Has. But, Master, nothing hath leally 
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happened as yet. 'T is all coDJeetnre vith us. JAe- 
thinka *t would be anvise to leave Hollaod till we 
know for a certainty that King James means to 
oppress us. 

Thikd Wouut. So it seems to me— 

YoiOBS. And to me ! To me I To me I 

Robinson. But we cannot combat a danger what 
h hath OTerthrown ns. 

Bbadfobd. No, indeed, we cannot. 

Cabybb. We should leave Holland as soon as we 
can make the necessary arrangements, friends. I am 
eonvinced of that. 

VoioBB. Audi! And I! Ajidlt 

YoiOBB. No! No I No! 

BoNHSON. We can scarcely come to a decision so 
long as we are of snob divei^nt opinions. But con- 
sider this, my people. The informatdon came to ni 
through Captain Miles Standish, who is known to 
you all as a man of the highest honor. 

FntST Man. But he is not a Puritan. 

Robinson. He frequently attends our church and 
is most firiendly to ns. Betides, being an English 
soldier stationed here in Leyden, he bath unusual 
means of obtaining information. And be hath ad- 
vised us to leave Holland at once. 

WiNSLOw. We should listen to Captain Standi^, 
£nends. He is not the man to speak lightly. 

VoiOBS. Aye! 

RoBiNBON. I note that some of yon are nlenfc. 



by Google 



TROUBLES ON LAND AND SEA 118 

TmBD Han. I 'U not agree to leave Holland till 
war is aetnallj declared. 

V010B8. No I Nor 1 1 Nor II 

{Knock at street door. Jonxthak opens door,) 

Jonathan. Enter, Captain Standiah I 

(letter Certain Milzs Stanmbb. Se u ehort of 
litatwe but strongly built and athletic, Se ehowa 
alarm.) 

Standibh. Master Brewster — the bailiff is oom- 
ing this way with his men I 

(All show surprise.) 

Bbbwbtbb. Hath he entered this street ? 

Standkh. Not as yet, but he is in the Puritan 
quarter, and that in itself is strange for no bailifE 
ia ever needed here. I fear it means trouble for some 
of you. 

Jonathan. I'll watch in the garden and warn 
you if they enter. 

(Exit quickly.) 

H18TBESB Bbhw8TBB. I fear they come for yon, 
William I 

Standish. I wonld advise yoa to escape, sir. 

M1STBB8S BaswsTEB (opening door to a dosef). 
I b^ yon to hide I Come, enter this closet ! Qoick 1 

BoBiKBON. I beg you to take no ohances 1 

Bkewbtbb. If they come for me they will aearch 
the house, so tbere is no safety in hiding. 
(Unter Jonathan.) 

Jonathan. The bailiff hath stopped at our gate I 
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I heard him giving directions to his men. And he 
qrake your name> father I I am certain he comes for 
you. Hide — quick — quick I 

(Loud knock at door to street.) 
MiSTBEss Bkewstee (holding closet door open). 
Come, William, for my sake ] 
BsBWSTXB. "Well, then, to please you, I will. 
(Enters closet. Mistress Bbewsteb closes door : 
stands in front of it. Knockis repeated. ZosktBAS 
opens street door. Enter Bailiff and two Deputies.) 
Bailiff. Doth not William Brewster reside here ? 
JoNATHAiT. He doth. 

Bailiff. I have a warrant for his arrest. Step 
forth, William Brewster ! 

{Silence. Pause.) 
William Brewster, I command you to declare 
yourself. 

(Silence. Fame.) 
Then I mnat take you by force. 

(Puts lutnd on Ralph's arm.) 
Come along, Master! And you need not deny 
you are Brewster. I knew you from the first, sir. 
(Ralph stands. Bailiff looks about.) 
Now, where are your Puritan books and pam- 
phlets 7 I have been ordered to take them, but I see 
none of them about. 
(Ralph is silent. Bailiff turns to his Deputies.) 
Search the house for these books, men, and bring 
them to me — all you find. 
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(D^mHea go to pacMnff-room.) 

Gome, Master Brewster, your hat and cloak. 

{Enter Deputies icith books and pamphUU. 
Baij H getting hat and cloak.) 

FotsT Dbputt. We have them, Master Buliff I 
Thej were packed in merchandise. 

Sboond Dbpuit. They 'U make good witneeseB, 
Master. 

Bailiff. Bring them aU. Come now, Master 
Friaterl 

{He goes viith Ralph. DepuHea follow unfA 
hooks. Jonathan closes street door and bolts it. 
Mistress Bbbwbtkb opems door to doset.) 

MiSTKBSs Bbbwbteb. They have gone, William. 
(Bkbwbtbb comes from closet.) 

Beadlb {proudly). The bailiff mistook my son 
for yoa. 

Brbwstxb. I know. I could hear plainly all that 
passed. I think he will be discha^d as soon as the 
Bn^omaster sees him, but if he is not, I will give 
myself np, of course. 

Standish. Nothing will be done tall morning. The 
Burgomaster hath left his office now for the ni^t. 

Cabvnb. We most contrive a way to hide Elder 
Brewster among us, friends. 

Othebs. Yes— yes! 

Bbxwbtbb. That might succeed for a time, but 
it cannot continue indefinitely. The bailiff will find 
me sofHier or later. 
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Robinson. I fear he will, Elder. Do jou not see 
now, my people, that the vety thing Bome of yon 
tboDght unlikely but a moment ago hath oome to 
pass? The blow hath fallen. We are as completely 
in King James's power as if we were in England. 
No one of ns is safe. Shall we wait, then, for other 
oalamitaes to be&Il ? Speak, all you who objected to 
our removal from this land. Are you of the same 
mind still? 

FiBST Man. I withdraw my objection. I see now 
that we most, indeed, leave Holland, if we would 
.oontinne to practice our faith. 

Second Mas. Aye, we must. Mine eyes be opened 
now. 

Othebb. And mine I And mine t ^ 

BoBiHBON. Do you all, then, consent to go to 
America? 

All Othebs. Aye I We do t We do I 

BoBiNsoN. So be it, then, — we will go. It only 
remains now for us to put our aanngs together 
that we may obtain a ship and stores. Then we 
will again go fordi from our homes with littJe 
save what we can carry in onr hands — just as we 
did from Sorooby. Again we will become Pilgrims, 
bnt ever with the same desires — that we may have 
freedom in our religion, and that our children, and 
our children's children, and their descendants in 
the years to oome, may continne our faith and 
worship in peace and security. My people, let us 
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pray toother nov that God maj bless onr new 
pilgrimage. 

(All kneel.) 



ACT n 



Time: 16S0 — Myvemher — dd^breah. 
Plaob : On board the ship Mayfiower. 



Nev Chjlbactebs 

Captain Jonbs. Db. Fuller. 

Pilot. Fibst Mak. 

Fiserr Wohan. Second Man. 

Second Wohan. Fmsr Conbfibatob. 

Thibd Woman. Second Conspirator. 

First Giel. Third Conspirator. 

Second Girl. Fotjhth CoNSPraATOB. 

First Bot. Fifth Conspirator. 

Second Bot. Sixth Conspirator. 

Third Bot. First Sailor. 

First Mate. Sboond Sailor. 
Puritans, Conspirators, Sailors. 



(Certain Jones and the Mrat Mate are seen on 
deck, looking out into distance.) 

Oaftain. 'T is land, Mate, or mine eyes do de> 
ceive me. 

Matx. Aye, Captiun, 't is land I 'T is shadowy as 
yet, bat 'tis land. 
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Captain. Say nanglit to the passeagera. Wait 
till it can be clearly seen. 

Mats. Aye, sir. 

Captain. Tell the pilot I would speak with him. 
You may relieve him at the wheel. 

(Exit Mate. Fmae. Miter Pilot.) 

Well, Pilot, here *s land at last. And 't is the 
shore of America. 

Pilot. There 's no douht of that, sir. 

Captain. The time hath come, then, to work our 
plans ; that is, if you be still certain of the matters 
yon but recently told me. 

Pilot. I had my information from fishermen who 
have s^ed this way. And each declared the coun- 
try here abonnded with gold mines, which we 
could buy from the savages for a string or two 
of beads. 

Captain. Perhaps gold mines will be found also 
to the south in Virginia, whither these Puritans are 
going. 

Pilot. Nay, 'twas jnst here, th^ said, in exactly 
this location. 

Captain. T is a thought that daisies my brain t 
Gold mines t Why, 't will make us as rich as King 
James! 

Pilot. And fo^et not the wondrous Indian city, 
with its streets of gold and its jeweled towers. The 
fishermen said it was beautiful beyond anything 
seen by mortals. 
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Caftain. 'Tirould be pitiful to pus it by. Are 
the Bailors with us? 

Pnxxr. To a man. They talk of &e gold mines 
constantly and of the riches they vill win. It 
would be hard to persuade them to sail past this 
point. 

Caftaib. We might land these Puritans here 
whether they would or no. 

Pilot. The sailors are urging that^ Captain. 

Captain. But the Puritans are well armed and 
outnumber our crew. 

Pilot. I believe we can count on certain Puri- 
tans themselves, sir. 

Captain. Why, how is tbat? 

Pilot. I have just learned, from one of the crew, 
that there are at least a dozen men here pretending 
to be Puritans who are not such at all. They came 
aboard at the last moment when the ship touched 
at the English port. And now they are planning to 
overthrow the Puritans as soon as they have landed, 
and imprison William Brewster and the other Puri- 
tan elders. 

Captain. They were, no doubt, sent by certun 
enemies of the Puritans in Emgland. 

Pilot. No donbt. But we can count on them, dr. 
Indeed, I have caused reports of gold to be spread 
secretly among them. And now they be talking 
among themselves in low tones and whispers. 

Captain. 'T is a good sign. 
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Pilot. Then land these Faritans here. Captain. 
I caD complain to them of the shoals to the south. 
'Every pilot vho ever came to this land hath re- 
ported them as rough. 

Captain. They could he avodded by sailing out 
to sea. 

Pilot. *T is true, but that need not he spoken. 
These Puritans are not seamen. 

Captaik. Well, I will sorest that they land here. 
U they refuse, we might seem to comply and sul on 
into the shoals a bit. 

Pilot. And then tarn bac^ ? 

Captain. Yes, with excuses of the water. Gall 
the passengers now, {r(Hn below. 

Pilot (calling). Land ho ! Land ho I 

Mats (off). Land ho I Land ho 1 

(Mtter Puritan men, women, children, excited^ 
cmd calling out joyously.) 

PmoTANS. Land ! Ltuad I Land t 

Captain. America lies before you, friends 1 

E^BST WouAJT. Oh, it is a welcome sight 1 

FiBST Man. It gladdens mine eyes t 

Sboono Man. And mine I 

Sboonb Woman. I have prayed theee man) 
wee^ to behold it. 

Thikd Wouan. So hare we all, mster. Three 
long months on the water I 

Second Max. Three long months of hardship 
and storm I 



by Google 



TBOTJBLES ON LAND AND SEA 131 

HiBTKKBS WrastAT. We can foTg«t that nov in 
tite peace of land. 

MiBTRESB Bbswstbb. 'T Will bring happiness to 
tiiose ffho lie below ill, and weakened with the 
voyage. 

MisTBBSB WmsLOw. Aye, it will. 

( Women and men talk aside, looking and point- 
ing to shore.) 

Fmar Gibl. It seems a lonesome plaoe to me — 
*t is not like Holland at all. 

^oon) GntL. I hope the sav^^ will not kill as 
the moment of our landing. 

Fmer Boy (grcsoely). No one of na may know 
that till later. 

Seco]<id Bot. 'T is certain to be fnll of wild 
beasts. 

Third Bot. So be it. We oame here to suffer 
willingly. 

Ghiu)kkk (solemnly). Aye ! 

Bbewstbb. a welcome sight it is, &iends, but 
't is not onr destination. 

(To Captain.) 

According to yoor chart below, we are mnch to 
the north of our lands in Vii^nia. 

Gaftaht. *T is true, we are to the north, Elder, 
bat the water is deep and quiet here. 'T is a suit- 
able place for landing. 

Bbewsteb. Nay, 'tis most nnsuitable. Here, it 
is even now cold and wintry. We can plant nothing 
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till next spring. To the soath, ve maj jet plant 

and harvest a crop. 

Captain. But there are dlioals to the south. The 
pilot was just warning me. 

PiiiOT. Every pilot who hath sailed this way hath 
reported them as dangerous. 

Captain. T would be cruel to take yoor nek 
into such rough seas. 

Bbbwstek. 'T would be more cruel to let all die 
of starvation here. We have about exhausted our 
stores from being so long on our voyage. On what, 
then, are we to subsist this winter? I do not see 
how we can land here. What say you, brothers? 

Cabteb. I agree with you. Elder. 

WiNSLow. And 1 1 

BUABFOBD. And 1 1 

Othbbs. And 1 1 And 1 1 

Bbbwsteb. Ton will sail on to Virginia, Captain. 

Captain. I like it not, but to please you we 11 
try the shoals. To the southward, Pilot I 
{Aside to Pilot) 

Explfun to the crew that we mean to turn back. 

iPHot nods and goes. Sailors go with ugly 
looks at Puritans.) 

Mistress Bbewbtee. How happy 't would make 
our pastor to know we had crossed the waters 
safely I 

Mistress Cabvbb. I would he were with us this 
day. 
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Mistress Winslow. He longed to come, I know, 
but he thought it his duty to stay in Leyden with 
those who were obliged to remain because of sick- 
ness or porerty. 

M1STBB88 Bbabvobd. Bat they will all join as 
later. That is a pleasant thought to hold. 
{Others murmur assent.) 

Db. Fuixkb. Brethren, the wind blows cold. 
T would be better to go below, methinks. 

Brewsibk. It would, Doctor ; so many are weak 
&om illness during the voyage. 

(Aa they go, the First Con^rator crosses to 
Second Conspirator and speaks with him aside.) 

FutsT GoNSPiBATOB. Call our men together. I 
have a plan to propose. 

Seoond Conspirator. I '11 whisper them now. 

(ffe goes about, whispering to this man and that. 
All Furitans go but some twelve men^ who wear 
Furitan dress hut who seem far below the others 
in intelligence and worth. TTtey gather around 
First Conspirator.) 

First CoNBPiRATOB. Men — hark I The time hath 
come for US to act and take things into our own 
hands. No longer do we need to keep up this pre- 
tense of being Puritans like the rest. We can come 
out boldly now and snap oar fingers at them. 

Third Coitsfibator. Methought we had agreed 
to wait till we were safely landed and had roofs 
over our heads. 
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FouBTH CoNSPiBATOB. Aje,aud 'twas agreed to 
byaU. 

Fifth Coitotibatob. Should wo come out now 
agaiost them, we would find ourselves in irooB. We 
are only a handful — they have some fifty men. 

FiBST CONSPntATOB. Be patient till I explain. 
Their grant of land lies to the south in Yii^^ia. 
Therefore, they cannot set up their Puritan govem- 
inent here, for here they have no title. 

Sixth Cohspibatob. Why, and so they have not I 
This land belongs to any one I Any one who will 
claim it. 

FiBST CoNSPiBATOB. Aye, indeed! And so we 
must force them to land here. Remember we are to 
have a handsome sum of money from their enemies 
in England as soon as we succeed in overthrowing 
them and imprisoning their leaders. 

Sbookd CoNSPiBATOB. Besides, 'I will give us 
the chance of holding these gold mines for our- 
selves. 

Fifth Conspibatob. That is all very well, but on 
what shall we live in the mean time? 

FiBST CoiTBPiBATOB. We will compcI the Indians 
to give OS food. 

{Murmurs qfaesentfrom others.) 

FouBTH Conspibatob. But how can we force the 
Puritans to land here? Have you a plan for that? 

FntST Conspibatob. Why, we can pretend the 
shoals to the south are not Kife for the sick. 
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SEOoim CoNSPHiATOB. 'TU a very good plan. 
We can make a strong case to the Captain. 

FiBBT CoNSPlBATOB. Do jou all Consent ? 

Othkeb. Aye! Wedol We do! 

FiBST CoNSPiBATOB. Then come. We 'U go to 
the Captain at once I 

(^Theygo. Pause. Miter Bbkwhtkb; paces deck ; 
shows he is de^ly troubled. Enter Dr. Fullbb 
with medicine case ; crosses quickly.) 

Bbewhtuu. One moment, Doctor Fuller — I would 
speak with yon. 

DooTOB. I have only a minnte, Elder — 

Bbewsteb. How be our sick? Tell me frankly. 
Doctor. 

DooTOB. 'Tis bad with them. Elder. Some lie 
very low, indeed. 

Bbewstes. Is there any hope ? 

DoOTOB. Very little, if this rongh voyage oon- 
tinnes. 

Bbbwsteb. Would it be better for them to land 
ftt once ? 

Dootob. If they could be cared for ashore, it 
would. We are likely to have more storms in these 
shoals, and then the cabin must be shut tight' — no 
&eah air can enter. And 't is lack of air during the 
storms, that hath made them ill in the first place. 

Bbewsteb. 'T is a dreadful situation 1 

Dootob. I will speak with you anon. Elder. I am 
now on my way to a patient. 
(SxU.) 

Di^ilizDdbyGoOglc 
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(£!nter Captain Josrsa ffolloiced hy conspirators.) 

Captain. Master Brewster, I have sent for all 
your men. There are certain things I have to say. 

Bbbwbtbb (surprised). Why, what hath ha.-p- 
pened, Captain? 

(Mita" Puritan men. Enter sailors.) 

Captain. Puritans, I feel it my duty to tell yoa 
that some of your number are dissatisjGed. Indeed, 
many have come to me privately to complain of t^is 
sailing south. They urge the condition of the sic^ 
vho may not sorvive the rough waters of the shoals. 

Bbewstbb. Cannot these shoals be avoided by 
sailing out to sea some miles? 

Captain. Well — that might be done, but 't would 
take too loogatime — and my sailors are impatient. 

FiBST SaiiiOb. lAnd them here. Captain! Put 
them off with their goods and let them shift for 
themselves. 

Other Sailobs. Aye I Aye I 

Bbkwsteb. That would be outr^eous I Toumnst 
not leave us till we have built a house, or at least a 
roof to shelter our sick. 

FiBST CoNBPiBATOB. Somc dosire to land here in 
spite of Master Brewster. 

Bbbwstbe. What is that? Yon say you desire to 
land here 1 Don't you realize we are likely to starve? 

FntST Conspqlatob. We can trade with the In- 
dians for food. 

Cabteb. But suppose they are hostile to as? 



by Google 



TROUBLES ON LAND AND SEA 127 

Captaih. That was the risk you took when yoa 
came. I tell ;oa, sirs, X will land yon here. You can 
make yoni plans accordingly. 

(Mdt. Saiiors go, pleased.) 

Stakdish. Shall we submit to this. Elder? 

Bbbwbtsr. We are bo encompassed with diffiool- 
ties, I see nothing else but to yield. 

Cabtbb. 'T is all we can do, brother. 

FiBST CoNspiHATOB. Have you thought of this 
— that, having no grant to this land, you have no 
right to set up any laws or government here? 
(Puritans look at him amazed.) 

Bbeswbteb. Then, sirs, we will make an agree- 
ment, which shall serve in place of a grant. This 
agreement will give to every man a voice in the 
government of our colony, and will provide that 
none amongst us shall be supreme, and that all of 
us are equals. So yon approve of this, brothers? 
*T is a thing we have often discussed. 

PuBlTANS. Yea — yes I I approve I I approve I 

(Conspirators are silent. Bbewstbb looks at 
them keenly.) 

Bbbwstbb. Will yon draw up this agreement. 
Master Carver? 

Carybr. I will, and gladly. I will prepare the 
paper at once. 

(Mnt.) 

Beadle. I'll sign, I willl Did yon hear thatj 
Balph ? All men here aire equals — 
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Ralph. 'T is our PuritaD belief, father. 

Bkewsivb. The paper will soon be ready to agn. 
So go you now to the cabin, friends. 

(All go but Bbewsteb, Staitdish, and conspiv 
atora. Brbwstbb tarns to them.) 

Bbbwstbs. Why do yoo not go b^ow to sign? 

First Conspibatob. I do not mean t^ ^n it. 

Second Consfibatou. No, nor II 

OniBB COKBPIBATOES. NOT 1 1 NoT I ! NoF 1 1 

{Enter Captcnn Jones.) 

Captain. We have anohored, Masters, and a boat 
is ready to take any ashore. 

FiBST Conspibatob. We *11 go, captain, at onee. 

Bbewsteb. Nay, but you will not 1 

FiBST Conspibatdb. You have no ri^t to give 
orders here. We '11 go ashore if we choose. 

Other CoHSPiBATOBS. Aye! Wewill — Wewilll 

Bbbwstbb. Call our men, Captain Standish. 

{Exit Staitdibh. Bbewsteb turns to ike oonepir- 
atore.) 

We have suspeoted you from the first, and are 
fully prepared to deal with you. You think you 
can harass and embarrass our plans, but you shall 
not. Captain Jones, not a man will leave this ship 
till all have signed the agreement. Furthermore, we 
will enforce this request. Our men are ready with 
muskets, and are fully prepared for revolt. 

Captain. 'T is well. No one shall leave tiU yoa 
speak the word. 
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(^eit. Enter Puritan men toith muekets.) 

Bbswbtek. Now, will yon sign or bo? 

FiBST CoNS}aRA.TOB. What if we refuse, sir? 

Bbewsteb. We will seize yoa and put you in iroDB. 

(Gonspirators gOf sullenly ^ followed by Puritans 
vjitk muekets. Bbxwstkb ia alone. He sighs and 
stands looking to land. Miter Mistress Bbbwstbb; 
crosses to him.) 

M1STBB8S Bbbwbtbb. Tis a beautiful land, tbii 
America 1 

Bbewsteb. 'T is very beantif nl, Mary. 

(Pause. Miairess'BBXwefrEB looks athim keenly.) 

UJ8TBB88 Bebwbteb. You do seem dispirited, 
Waiiam. 

Bbewstbb. Only for the moment. In my heart I 
lejoioe that we came. I feel oertain that we shall 
prosper here and tht^ our faith shall live triomphant 

Mabt. I pray Ood &at it may be so. 



ACT III 

New Charactebs 
Sauobet. Massaboit. 

FiRBT WOHAN. DbDHUEB. 

Second Woman. Tbumpeteb. 

BSATES. 



SOENE I 

TntB: 16IS2. April — earii/ mominff. 
PlaCK; America. New Plymouth. 
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(77ie narrow street is seen leading to gate of 
palisade, which is made of saplings. On both sides 
of street are log houses. A few children play 
quietly in the small dooryards. Ralph Wbxtos is 
on guard at gate which is open, showing the forest 
beyond. A Puritan woman comes from House on 
right and crosses to gate. She carries an empty 
water pail. A second Puritan woman enters gate 
from forest; cwries pail filled with water.) 

FiBST WouAfi. X give you good morrow, Hia- 
tress. 

SxooND Woman. Good morrow to 70a, Mia* 
tress. Yon go to the spring? 

FmsT Woman. Aye> and you have been there 
before me. I thonght to be first, — 't is so early. 

Sboonx) Woman. I must rise early these days, — 
there is so much work to do. 

FntST Woman. With so many dck, there is doable 
work for us all. 

Sboond Woman. Doctor Fuller hath just told me 
that the worst of the sickness is over. I saw him as 
be passed by this morning, from watching in the 
hospital house. 

FiBST Woman. He hath been a devoted nurse. 

Seookd Woman. And so hath Elder Brewster 
and GaptuQ Standish. No woman could have done 
better. 

FiBST Woman. 'T is strange all the women were 
taken so ill. There are scarcely half of us left. 
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Sboohd Wouak. And not more than half of the 
men. 

FiBST WoHAH. 'T is God'B mercy that any live. 
It seemed, for a tim^ that all of us woold die of 
starvation in those terrible winter months. 

Second WohjUT. And so ve would, had it not 
been for the com oar men found, hidden in the 
ground by Indians. 

Fncsr Woman. 'Twas that alone that saved ns. 
And now the game bath come back to the woods, 
and the spring air hath revived us. 

Seooitd "Wouak. Aye, the worst is surely over. 
( ^iter Certain Jonbs Jrom open.) 

Captain (to Guard). I come to see Governor 
Carver. 

GuABD. He hath gone to the fields to wor^ 
Captain Jones. 

Captaik. Hath Elder Brewster also gone? 

Gttakd. Nay, he is nursing the sick. 

Captain. Where will I find him at this hour? 

Sboond Woman. I know. Captain. I wiU tell 
bim you have come. 

Captain. I thank yon, Mistress. 

(Meit second woman up street. First tooman 
paaaea through gate into forest. Other women 
and girls now appear and pass through gate with 
their water pails. Boys pass through and returti 
with wood for fire. Captain turns to Ralph.) 

How is your good father, the beadle? 
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GuAXD. He died* Captam, only recently. 

Captain. I am sorry to bear that, Master Wextoo. 

G-UABD. This climate vas too cold for hinir after 
being veakened with the Toy^e. 

CAPTAnr. That bath eeemed the trouble vith all. 
And is it not strange that those who plotted to 
overthrow all law and order were taken among the 
first I 

GuASD. Of them all not one remains. But the 
good and useful were taken, too. 

Captain. And I have lost almost half <^ my 
orew. 

GuABD. It hath been a terrible sickness. 
{Enter Elder Bbbwbteb.) 

Bbbwsteb. Good morrow, Captain. I have stmt 
your messi^ to Govamor Oarrer, who will no 
doubt come to see you. 

Captain. I thank you, Blaster Brewster. 

Bbbwsteb. How &re your aitk sailors? 

Captain. Many are well now, and the othors are 
much better. They one and all send their thanks to 
you and yours for the kindness yoo have shown 
them. You have nnisad my men and bronght many 
back to life and health. We are all moat grateful 
to you. 

(Enter Governor CAB.rEstJrom forest. He ear- 
riea a mu»ket.) 

Cabvbb. You wished to see m^ Captain ? 

Captain. Aye, Governor Carver. I wish your per 
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mission to Tetarn to England with the Mayflower. 
*T is the first day in all these mODths I have felt that 
my crew was able to sail. 

Cabtek. You have, indeed, had a grievoas time, 
and I would we could grant your request. But we 
cannot, just at present. Indeed, we may need the 
■hip as a refuge — we fear the Indians will at- 
tack us. 

Captadt. "Why — how is that? Methinks they 
would have attacked you long ago, if such had been 
their purpose. 

Cabtkr. We cannot gness their purpose. Th^ 
come not to trade, nor to hold any discourse with us. 
Of late they Inrk aboat, but disappear if we ap- 
proach. Recently, some appeared on yon hill and 
made threatening gestures to ns. So now we go 
armed to the fields and keep a guard here constantly. 

Captain. They run from my sailorB, who have 
been exploring the coast for gold mines. 

Cabter. Have you found any gold? 

Captain. No, nor any trace. We have giren it up 
entirely. 

(Enter Bbadpobd Jrom forest, running. Me 
carries a mushet.) 

Bbadfobd. An Indian comes ! All in the fields 
did see him. And no other did we see but one. 

Cabtbb. It may be a trick — to put us off our 
guard. Ralph, give the agaal to call all in from the 
fields and spring. 
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(Ralph J?re« into air. Miter women etnd chUdren 
Jrom cabing. Mater loomen and ckUdren from 
forest. Enter men from forest with musketa. Enter 
Dr. FcmtB and Staitdish /rom a caMn.) 

An Indian comes I Men, have jour miuketsreadj. 
'T is the first visitor we have had from them — we 
must be prepared for treachery. 

Ralph {at gate: looking off). He comes I 

(Pause. An Indian braoe, Sahosbt, clears at 
gate ; looks c^out ; enters and lays his bow and 
arrows upon ground. He then holds out his handt 
in welcome.) 

Samosrt. Welcome — Englishmen — 
(All show surprise.) 

Cabtbb. Why — you speak English 1 

Samosbt. English fishermen here before. Me call 
Samoaet. 

Carter. We «re your friends, Samoset. We have 
not come here to harm your people. We wish to be 
friends with them. 

Sahosbt. 'T is well. Massasoit come to see jon. 
Massasoit great chief — 

(Indicates great sxpcmse of land.) 

Massasoit near — he come soon — to-day. 
(Puritans show const&maHon.) 

Carter. Comes he for peace or war ? 

Samoset. Alassasoit come to see white chief •^ 
come here to your wigwam. 

Bradford. Come his warriors with him ? 
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Sahosbt. Maasasoit come with braves. See — 
{Shows -with fingers the mtmher forty.) 

Bbbwsteb {aside to Cabtbb). Forty braves t 
The; could easily overpower us — with bo many o£ 
oar number sick. 

Cabteb {aside to Bbewster). We dare not re- 
fuse to see them, but we can ask them to enter 
unarmed. 

Brewsteb. By all means I 

Gabtek (to Sahosbt). Tell Massasoit that we are 
his brothers. Tell him we will welcome him and his 
followers here, and that we will make a treaty with 
him — a treaty that will be jost to the Indians. Do 
yon understand, Samoset ? 

Sauosbt. Samoset know — good treaty — Samo- 
set tell Massasoit. 

Cabteb. And tell him that we will pay him for 
the com we found hidden in a mound. We were 
starving, and obliged to take it. But we will make 
amends. 

Sahosbt. Samoset tell Massasoit — 

Cabteb. Tell your chief one thing more — If he 
and his braves will come unarmed, we will lay down 
our arms likewise. 

Sauoset. 'Tis well — Massasoit wait by brook. 
Englishmen — good-bye. 

(£ant toith dignity.) 

SiASDisa. The brook is near. They will be here 
within a few minutes. 
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Db. Fvlleb. We should use evety means in our 
power to make a friend of tiiis chief. Oar safety de- 
pends upon it. 

Bbadvobd. We must make a treaty that will 
please him. I would surest that we draw up a set 
of rules to govern all trading between Indians and 
whites. 

Othbbs. Yes — yes! 

Cabvbb. X will appoint yon, Masters Bradford, 
Brewster, and Winslow, to draw up this trealy at 
once, with rules such aa Master Bradford suggested. 

BBBWsnou Come to my cabin, Masters. 
(They go up street.) 

Oaptain JoiTBS. 'T would be well to present this 
chief with some finery. Think you not so, Governor ? 

Cabtsb. I do, indeed. 'T will please him mightily. 

Db. IVllbb. I have a fancy coat that belonged 
to an English ofBcer. 'Tis bright red, and 'tis 
trimmed with gilt buttons and lace. 

Cabvsb. Fetch it to me. Doctor. I will present it 
with ceremony. 

(Meit Dr. Pullkb.) 

And I, as gov»nor, should appear in state, with 
drummer and with trumpet. 

(Other$ Icaigh.) 

And then we will conduct our guests to the new 
cabin being built. It lacks only the doors and roof. 
We can call it our council hall. 

Otbebs. Yes — yea — 
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KiBiBBBS Bbewhthb. 1 11 f etch a rag and oiuh- 
ions for the chief to nt upon. 

MisTRBSB Cabtsb. And I 'will fetch some meat 
for him. 

M1STBB88 WnrsLow. And I will fetch tome fruit 

Gabtbb. Why, th«i, we will have a feast for the 
chief. But we cannot feed the waniors — there ia 
not enough food in Flymoath. 

( Women go. Cabteb becomes gmve.) 

Captain Standish, have your men ready. Fire at 
the first sign of treachery. If, however, th^ lay 
down their amu, receive them with military honors. 

Stabdibh. We will watch them. Governor. 

Gabtbb. Come, friends, let us prepare 1 

(All go but children and Staxdwh and Ms metu 
J%ese the Captain forma in two lines on either 
eide of gate.) 

Ralfb (looking toforeaf). They come, Captain t 
Look — diere at the border of the woods I 

Stahdish (looking). Aye! They are laying their 
bows and arrows down I 60, Balph, tell the Gov- 
ernor I Stack yonr muskets, men I 

(Sxit VLaupu vp street. Men stack muskets. 
Pause. Enter Sajiose!t.) 

Sahosbt. Massasoit here — Englishmen t 

(Pause. Miter Massasoit and forty braoes. 
Stasdish and men scdute them. A drum and a 
trumpet heard off in village. Enter Governor 
Gabtbb, preceded by the drummer and trumpeter* 
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Puritans follom. Cfovemor Cabteb iows to Mas- 
SASorr, who bears himself vnth great dignity.) 

Cabtkb. Great Chief, we salute you. We wel- 
come yon with open arms, and present you our love 
and greetings. 

(Samosbtt mutters a few loords to Massasoit, u>Ao 
nods head gramely and mutters to Sahosbt.) 

Samosbt, Massasoit Bay 'tis well — Massasoit 
greet white chief. 

Cabtbb. Will the great chief come now to onr 
council hall ? We would discuss a treaty of peace 
that shall last as long as we live in this laud. 

(Sahosbt speaks loitk Massasoit in Indian tan- 
kage as be/ore.) 

Sahosbt. Massasoit say 'tis well — he counsel 
with white chief. 

(Cabtbe motions to drummer and trumpeter to 
playy and the procession starts up street ; Cabter 
tealking with Mab6ABOT]:. Others follov).) 



: II 

TniE: Two hours later. 
Place : The same. 



{No one is seen except guard at grate— Ralph 
Wbxtoh. Pause. Drum and trumpet heard off. 
Enter Captain Stahdibh and his men marching. 
They form in ^0 lines on &iher aide of gate. Ear 
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ter drummer and trumpeter playing. Enter Gorf 
emor Cabtbb and Massaboit, who wears hie red 
coatproudly. Enter leadiny Puritans and Samoskt. 
Enter Indian braves — iAe» all Puritans — men, 
women, children.) 

Cabtxe (to Sahoset). Tell Massasoit ve vish 
him to come again. 

(Sahoset and Mabbaboit speak together.) 

Samosbt. Massasoit come again — he pleased — 
saj white chief bis brother. 
(Massasoit 8peak» to Samobbtt who continues :) 

Massasoit say he hope treaty last — 

Cabtbb. 'T is oar hope, too, Samoset. And we 
will keep it {jaouUing to sky), as there is a God in 
Heaven. 

(Sauoset translates to Massasoit, who nods tmd 
gpeaks, also pointing to sky.) 

Samoset. Massasoit say Great Spirit watch over 
treaty. Massasoit say good-bye. 

(Cabteb bmos to Massasoit, who makes a digni- 
fied and graceful motion of farewell. He go^,fo1r 
louied hy Sauoset and bra/oes.) 

Bbewstbb. Praise be to Gtod that peace is madet 

WiNSLOW. Aye, praises and thanksgiving 1 
(Murmurs of assent from others.) 

B&ADFOBD. The treaty is as fair to the Indian as 
to UB, and I believe they realized it. 

Cabteb. 'T is a thing, I think, to be proud of. 
And now, brothers, another matter must clum our 
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attention. Captain Jones vishes to retnrn at once to 
England. What saj joa? Now that thk peace hath 
been made, and that all our sick are better, is there 
any reason vhj we should keep the Mayflower 
here? 

Bbhitstkb. I knoir no reason for it. 

OtHBRS. Nor 1 1 Nor II 

Captain Jones. Are you all willing, then, to let 
the ship return? 

All Puritans. Aye 1 - 

Captain Jones. Your goodness to me hath made 
me loth to leave yon here without the refuge of my 
ship. But I feel that I must return now. 

Cartbk. Yoa may set sail, Captain, as soon aa it 
pleases you. And bear our loye to our friends at 
home. 

Captain. I will do so, Governor, and I will sail to- 
morrow. But 't is with the deepest regret I go. It 
saddens my heart to leave you here with only ■av-' 
c^s for neighbors. Do you not wish to return ? I 'II 
take any, or all of you gladly. 

Carter. If any wish to go, they may, and wil^ 
honor. No one of as knows what the futore holds in 
store for us. At present, the Indians are friendly. 
How long will they remain so? We know Hfe can- 
not be easy here. There will be both hardships and 
dangers. So, my friends, you have only to qteak, and 
yon shall return to England. 

{Silence. Fauae.) 
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Captaih. 'T will be a fair journey back at tbis 
time of year, trith no such atorniB as accompanied us. 
(Sil&ice, Pause.) 

Do you reatize tbat the nearest white man ia in 
Virginia — five hundred miles to the south ? 

Bbbwbtbb. God hath brought us here to do his 
work. If we live, our faith will live. If we die, un- 
tiitfely, it may be some poor savage will then have 
Our faith and oonvert his savage brothers. So, no 
matter what fate befall, we will give thanks to God 
with hearts full of joy that He hath permitted us to 
come to this land. 

FmuTAns (solemnly}. Amen I 

Caftaik. So be it, l^en. I shall tell all England 
that I left you singing your songs of joy. And now, 
farewell, my dear friends 1 May God protect and 
guide you I Farewell 1 

PciUTASS. Farewell 1 Farewell I 

{Mcit Captain Jonxs.) 



Tableau 



On a great sweep of coast, stand a small gronp of 
Paritan meo, women, and children — not more than sixty 
in all. They are waving to the Mayflower, which ia sail- 
ing oat to sea. 
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THE BOSTON TEA PARTY 



DESCENDAlfTS OF THE PILGRIMS 

ACT I 
TncB: ITtS — IheemberlS. Sundajf mommff, 
Placb: Boaton, Colony of Mattaduaetts. 



Samuzl Adahb. 
John Adakb. 

Db. W ASBIS. 
JOBIAH QUINCT. 

JoHH Hancock. 
YouNQ Man. 
FibstGibl. 
Second GmL. 
Thibd Gibl. 
FoubthGibl. 
OldLadt. 

BOT. 

Cbieb. 

TOBT. 



FiBST Citizen. 
Second Citizsm. 
Thibd Citizen. 
FOHBTH CrnzBK. 
Fifth Citizen. 
Sixth Citizen. 
Seventh Cttizeit. 

ElOHTH CmZEN. 

Ninth Citizen. 
Tenth Citizen. 
Eleventh Citizen. 
Twelfth Citizen. 

Tobies. 
Patbiots. 



{An open s^fuare is seen loith trumy hafleas elm 
trees and shrubs. In center is a large elm that 
towers abme them ail. Openirig into the square are 
Bvoeral narrow streets vnA homes huUt close to- 
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gether. Men, women, and children pass through 
square to church. Enter four girls with their Bibles. 
Enter a yoitng man with placards. Se crosses to 
large elm in center and tacks a placard to it. 
Church-goers stop j look at him aatonished.) 

FiBSi GiBL. Look! He is putting up a notice I 

Second Gmi» Has lie forgot it is the Sab> 
bath? 

Thibd Gibl. He muBt be a T017. It is like tiiem 
to commit SQch an unseemly act. 

FouBTH GiBL. Thej are anDouncingj perhaps, a 
parade of the king'a troops to-day. 

Thj&d Qmu Who will march past ouf ohurdi to 
annoy us. 

Febst Gibl. Jost as they did recently, vhen they 
played Yankee Doodle outside, during an entire 
service. 

FouBTH Gibl. Wdl, we need not read their plac- 
ard. H we take this path to the right, we will not 
even paw it. 

{!I%ey turn away from tree. Tatmg man with 
placard has now finished his work: starts of ; 
overtakes girls.) 

Young Mas {lifting his hat respectfully). Have 
yon read the placard ? 

Sboohd Gibl {stiffly). No, and we do not care to 
read it. 

FouETH GiSL {sUfjly). We do not read Tory 
notices. 
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Tomra Blur. It is not a Tory notice I The tea is 
eoming! 

Girls {inter eated). Teal 

Young Mah. Tea. The Patriots are calling a 
meeting. The placard there on that old elm tree 
TiU tell jou all about it. 

(Exit. Girls run to tree. Others hasten to tree 
from aU parts of square. All read placard.) 

FiBSi CinzBN (pointing to placard). Do yon aee 
that? It is indeed the honr of oar deetruction ! 

SsoOKD GrnzBN. It is an insult to every Patriot 
in this land I 

Thikd Citusbn. We dionld rise as one man to de> 
fend oar rights I 

(Ckies of " Tes ■— yes — we should — we 
should I") 

Old L4DT. Will some one please read it for me? 
I have fcirgotteD my glasses. 

FonBTH GiTizBK (reading aloud from placard). 
"Friends! Brethren! Countrymen! That worst of 
plagues, the detested Tea shipped for this port from 
England, is about to arrive in the harbor. The hour 
of Destruction atares yon now in the &cel Every 
friend to his Country, to Himself, and to Posterity is 
now called upon to meet in the square when ihe town 
crier shall ring his bell-^to make united resistance 
to this last and worst of the king's oppressions." 

Old Ladt. Well, I tot one, shall drink none of 
that tea. 
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Fifth Citizen. I doubt if joa 11 have a chanoe, 
Mistress. Mr. Samuel Adams has declared it shall 
Dever be unloaded here in Boston. 

Old Labt. A blessing on Samuel Adams! He is 
a Patriot through and through t 

Sixth CmzEN. A nobler man has never lived. 

Skvkntu Citizen. No, nor a more intelligent. 
He is a keen politician, too, — oo man in this coun- 
try is shreTrder. 

Eighth Citizeh. It is said Governor Hutchinson 
offered him a large sum of money to forsake us in 
this quarrel and go over to the Tories. 

Ninth Gitizbn. It is true. It happened only yes- 
terday. And Mr. Adams refused him with scorn. 

Tenth Citizen. The governor is a Tory, and is a 
mere tool for King G^o^. He has no sympathy 
for us. 

Eleventh Citizen. He baa said the tea shall be 
landed. 

TwELSTH CinzKN. We shall soon see who viU 
win — the governor or Mr. Adams. The first tea- 
ship will be in toKlay. 

(A hand hdl is heard off in distance.) 

A BoT. It is the town crier t I saw him in an- 
other place. 

{Bdl heard nearer^ 

Old Last. He comes this way I 

{Bell heard just off. Enter the Crier ringing 
hand hell. Stops ringing ; calls out — ) 
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Gbieb. Hark ye, citizens I The dreaded ships are 
oomiog 1 Ooe ship has been sighted I So oome 70a 
nov to the old elm tree I Come, if you be Fatnots I 

(Exitf ringing bell. Enter many men, voomen, 
and young people of all ages and clasaea.) 

F1B8T CrnzBH. Look you I Mr. Samuel Adams Is 
coming I 

(Miter SAinrsL Adaub. Se is accompanied 
by Db. Wabbbn, Johs Adams, Josiah Quinot, 
and other men of prominence. All are men of 
unusual intelligence, and of noble and dignified 
demeanor. They cross to elm in center. Enter 
other cUizens, till square is packed. Samuel 
Adams sUps forward; lifts hand. There is instant 
silence.) 

Sahusl AdA31S. Brothers — countrTmenl We 
have not foi^t it is the Sabbath daj, but for once 
we most lay our Puritan scruples aside. As that 
placard told yon — the hoar of the destruction of 
our liberties is indeed at hand. The 6rst ship bear- 
ing the taxed tea will be in our harbor to-day. Two 
other such ships will arrive by to-morrow. Is it not 
time then, that we should come to some agreement, 
despite this holy day ? 

VoioEB. Yes — yes! We should! We should I 

Sahubl Adams. We must prepare ourselves for 
action. Long have we talked of this fatal day — 
when the first teapship should come. Many meet- 
ings have we held, and this committee (indicating 
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men with him), appoioted hj the Patriots of B<» 
ton, has waited &gam upon Governor Hutchinson. 
And again has his Excellency advised us to receive 
the tea. 

(Murmura of mdignation.) 
Long ago, when first we knew that a tax had 
been placed on our tea by King George and his 
obedient Parliament, we declared such a tax unjust 
to us. But, despite onr protests, England has not 
only willfully fixed this tax, but has sent us tea, as 
if she would compel us to take it. 

(Murmia"8 of mdignaHon,) 
- His Majesty evidently does not think we can be 
io earnest when we say we will not pay taxes to the 
English government unless we can be represented. 
in that government. For many years have we peti- 
lioned King Geoi^ to allow ua a representative in 
Fariiament, but this the king persistently refuses. 
Indeed, he has openly declared that his American 
subjects shall be taxed at his will, and that they 
^aU have nothing to say in regard to their own 
government. 

(Murmurt of indignation.) 
For many years England has taxed us heavily. 
Beginning with 1764, we were reqidred to pay, 
yearly, large sums of money into tJie royal treasury. 
And that, in spite of our enfeebled condition brought 
upon us by England herself, throi^h the long war 
she waged on tins land against her enemy, the 
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iVencb. You know how we came to England's aid 
in that war'. Yoa know how heavily we taxed our* 
BelreB; and gave men, money^ and provisions. One 
million pounds were given by this State alone. And 
the flower of our yoath went forth to their death. 
Does l^at ^11 didoyalty to out uothw country, 
friends? 

Yoicn. Nol No I 

Sahdbl Adams. No, we were never disloyal. In- 
deed, I think we pride ourselves on being descend- 
ants of Englishmen. No one of us forgets that our 
forefathers were Englishmen, and came here to eetab* 
lish English life in the wilderness. We were brought 
up with ike love of England in our hearts. And 
bow have we been requited? Oar free commerce 
with other lands has been suppressed — we must 
now trade only wiih England. Our homes can be 
entered and searched by her agents at any time, 
and we have no power to prevent it. Our griev- 
ances are so many indeed, that I will not attempt 
to repeat them. You know them all too well. Our 
courteous petitions asking for a voice in Parliament 
have been answered by insulting royal orders. His 
Majesty, who should have been deeply interested in 
our welfare commanded us to cease our public 
meetings. We were prohibited even the right of 
free speech 1 We — free men — were treated as 
slaves I 

{MutTnurs of indignation.) 



by Google 



162 THE BOSTON TEA PAETT 

EnglUli Boldiers vere sect here to compel onr 
obedience, and to insult ns hy their presence. Th^ 
are a constant reminder that we are only hirelings 
to fill the king's treasure box. Why, even the Eng> 
lish chimney-sweeps speak of us as " their subjects." 
And now comes this last wrong to ns ! To be snre 
the tax is small, and the tea with the tax will not 
cost US as mach as we are paying now for the tea 
we bay from Holland. But that is not the qaes- 
tion. 

VoiOKS. No I No I It is not I 

Sauuxl Asamb. The question is the principle at 
stake. Shall we suffer ourselves to be taxed without 
representation in Parliament? What say you, my 
countrymen ? What say you? 

Pboplb. No I No I No! 

Sahdbl Adams. Are there any here who disagree 
with us? 

ToBT. We should obey our king, no matter whal 
he orders. 

(.Hisses.) 

VoiCBB. Tory! Tory I 

SAHUBtt AsAHB. And why, pray, should we ob^ 
a king so slavishly? No civilized nation does so 
to-day. England, herself, has her Parliament, which 
very often opposes the ruling monarch. 

ToBT. Ah, but that is different. Parliament is 
composed of Englishmen. We are only Colonists. 
{Indignant murmurs from many.) 
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Sakuel Abaus. I £ail to see the difference, nr. 
We are entitled to the same consideration from 
King Geo^^ as his snbjeots who are living in Eng> 
land. 

VoiOK. TesI Tes! We are! We are I 

Sakubl Adahb. Then, friends, we most now, £or 
once and all, stand firm to our principle. This must 
be the hoar of oar revolt Indeed, if we submit now, 
we need never more raise a Toice in protest. That 
tea most not be knded I 

VoioBS {with applaaae). No I No t 

FiBST CmzBN. Bat how can we prevent it, Mr. 
Adams ? Governor Hutchinson has declared he will 
stand by the king and regard the tax as legal. 

SahubIi Adams. I will ask the members of mj 
committee to answer that and any other question. 
Dr. Warren — 

Dr. Wabsxs. Our governor now shows a carioas 
desire to be oat of this quarrel entirely. He left 
yesterday for his summer home in the coaatiy. And 
this is the month of December t 
(Laughter.) 

Seoohd Citizen. Where are the oonngnees who 
were appointed by King Geoi^ to receive the tea? 
Why do they not resign? 

Samtel Adams {turning to 3oss Adaub). Will 
jon answer that, Mr. Adams ? 

John Adajis. As some of you know, my friends, 
we have called on these consignees repeatedly, ask- 
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ing them to resign. This, the; have refused to do, 
though they knovr fall 'well that the tea most be 
sent back to England, if there is no o£Bcer here to 
receive it. 

Thikd CrnzBir. Force them to resign I The; are 
all Tories 1 

Voices. Force Aem I Force them I 

John Adahs. Nay, we most proceed cjniedy and 
legally, as far as possible, friends. Mr. John Him- 
cock is waiting upon the consignees now to ask 
them to come to this meeting and resign their com- 
missions publicly. 

(Applause.) 

Samdel Adahs. In the mean time, Mr. Qoin^ 
has a matter to report to you. 

QumcT. Friends, be it known to yoa all, that 
yesterday, in a great mass meeting, the women of 
Boston resolved to drink no more tea till the tax be 
temoved. 

(Great applause.) 

FouBTH CmzBN. They are Patriots — those 
women — Patriots 1 

VoiOBS (with e^lause). Aye — aye I Patriots I 

(Enter Jomr HaUoock, a refined and educated 
gentleman of some forty years : Grosses to «/m.) 

Samuel Adams. And now, friends, Mr. Hancock 
has come from the consignees. What have you to 
report, Mr. Hancock? 

Hanoooe. Mr. Adams, — Gentlemen of the Oon- 
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nittee, — ConDtrymen, — I found the thne oon- 
Btgoees in tbeir w«r«bouse, and pat tita case be£ora 
them. I told them that it was the earnest deaire of 
every Patriot id Boston that they resign their office. 
I asked diem, irith ooartesy, to come hete to-day, and 
resign publicly, that our confidence in them might 
be renewed, and onr respect for tfaam increased, but 
they refused — 

YoiOBS (indignantli/). Befosedl 

Haitoook. Yes, my friends, they refused with 
boldness — indeed, I might say with impudence. 

FiTTH €iTiZEH (excitedly). To their warehoose, 
men I 

VoiOBS ((mgrUy). Tes — yes I To their ware- 
house! 

Samuel Adahs. No, no, friends! We cannot com- 
pel the consignees to resign through destruction of 
their property. Besides, if we would have the respect 
of our sister Colonies, we must show them that our 
actions are guided by reason. And it may be that 
King Geoige and his MiniBters will realize that we 
are soberminded men with whom they cannot trifle. 
Let as concentrate our energy on one thing alone 
— a steady determination to refuse this tea sent by 
E^iglwid. Do you all agree to that? 

All (6m( a few Tories). We do! We do! 

Samuio, Adahs. Then, my countrymen, the pur- 
pose of this meeting has been accomplished. Yoai 
hearty respraise proves that you will cooperate with 
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fonr oommittee in any plan thej may fonnulais. 
And be assured, we will do something. 

{Applaase.) 
So, friends, ve will now disperse. But be at the docks 
when the tea ships come. There may be work for 
yon all. 

{Applause^ and cries of weenL All going.) 



Timb: 7^ following ajienioon. 
Place : Boston, Qovemor SutcMMon'a o^Eoe. 



Nbw Chaeactebb 

GoTBSNOR'S SbOKETABT. FtBST CONSIQNBB. 

UNDSB-SscsirrART. Second Consignse. 

Mk. Eotou. Third Consiqheb. 

Caftain Hall. 



{A handsomely fumiehed office is seen. The See- 
retary paces the fioor anxiously. Enter the Under- 
Secretary , a much younger man than the Secretary.) 

Undeb-Sbobbtabt. Mr. Botch has come, Mr. 
Simms. 

Secbbtabt (trrtto&^y). Again I This is the third 
time since noon! The tea, I suppose — ? 

Undbb-Seoretabt. Yes, Mr. Simms. I told him 
the gorernor was still out of town, and that nothing 
could be done in his absence, but he says something 
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mast be done. Mr. Botch is in a toweriog lage, sir. 
He insists upon seeing yon. 

Sbokbtabt. What can I do? Does n't Mr. Botch 
understaad that I am only a secretary? The gov- 
ernor htt DO LDstructioiis in r^;ard to the tea. 

Uiddbr-Seobbtabt. So I told him, but he says 
he will not leave this office till he has some kiud of 
an order from you. 

Secsbtabt. Orders to nrhom? Haven't the citizens 
taken things into their own hands? Does he think 
th^ will obey us? We are in something of a mess^ 
Mr. WeztOD. 

Ubdbb-Secbbtabt. So was the governor. He ran 
away to get out of it. 

Seobbtabt. Mr. Weztoo I I am astonished I Do 
you criticise his Excellency? 

Undbb-Seobbtabt. I beg your pardon, Mr. 
Simms. 

Seobbtabt. You may show Mr. Botch in. 

Undbb-Sbcbbtabt. The captain <^ the ship is 
'with him. 

Sbgbetart. I will see them both. 

(Ent Under-Secretary. Secretary waits nerv- 
ously. Miter BoTOH and Captain Hall. Botoh is 
a prospercua-looJcmg American merchant. Hall 
is an English sea captain. Both are now indignant. 
Secretary bows.) 

Grentlemen, be seated. 

{Men reTnain standing.) 



by Google 



158 THE BOSTON TEA PABTT 

lEoToa. Sir, I am die ownn of ihat ilHatod te*- 
ship that came in yesterday — 

SscBzn^ABT. I knov, Mr. BotoH. I appreciate 
joar positioD. 

BoTOH. What ii to be done abont that tea? 

Sbobbia&t. I -wish I ^ew, Mr. Botch. 

Botch. Do jroa know that Captain Hall hen 
yms told to unload it at the peril of hi* life? 

Hall. And in no uncertain lanraage. Some 
twenty-five men boarded my ship the moment she 
docked, and eerred that notice upon me. And they 
threatened to fire at the first man who attempted to 
take any of the tea ashore. 

Botch. And these armed men are now patrolling 
the docks and shore. And other armed men rflliered 
them last night 

Seobbtabt. I know — I am posted on all tiiat 
has occurred. It is unfortunate that all this should 
happen while the goremor is away. 

TioTCB (w^aiiaUly). Whyisheawaj? He knew 
my ship was coming. And off he runs to his coun- 
try placet 

Sbobsiaby. I thought that yon were a good 
Tory, Mr. Botch. 

Botch. I am, of course. I am somewhat on- 
strung jnst now — I scarce know what I am saying. 

Sbcbbtabt. The sheriff has gone to see the gov- 
ernor to ask him what to do. 

Botch. When will he return? 
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Sbobbtart. In abont tvo hours, anless tbe gov- 
ernoT should detain him. 

(Ikiter Under-Seeretary.) 

UnraE-SBCBBiABT. The oonsigneM have come, 
Hr. KmmB. They an utdiig for instruetioDB. 

^OKXTABT. Tell &«m the gOTemor left no mes> 
■age for them. And tell them about the Bberiif . 
(Mdt Undtr-Secretary.) 

EoiOH (to Hall). Two of these ooDsigneea ave 
flOD»in-lav of GoTemor HutchinsoD'a. Thaj will 
be able to settle the matter, I think. 

{Enter Under- Setsretary.) 

Uin>BBrSioBBTABT. The coDsigDees indst upoa 
■eeing yon, Mr. Simms. 

Sbobbtabt (^earily). Let tiiem enter — oer- 
ftainly. 

{Exit Under-Secretary. Pause. Ihiter the three 
coneigneea. They are richly dressed and bear 
themselves with importance. The Secretary bows 
to ihan kmnbly, btU they are too excited to notice 
galutaUons.) 

!FiK8T CosaiGOiEK. You aaj the governor left no 
instructions for us? 

Skoebtabt. No, Mr. Clark, nothing. 

Sboohd CoNSiONEB. What are we to do, then ? 
The rebels are calling at us in the streets to resign, 
and to resign instantly. 

THntD CoNfflONEB, They will be at onr i 
next, with a mob I 
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FiBST GoNSiGHEB. Aje, they vill I I tell jou, 
Mr. Simms, this matter has got to be settled at once 1 

Sbcbbtabt. What can I do, gentlemen ? Here's 
Mr. Botch and Captain Hail Trho are saying the 
same. I tdl jou I can do nothing. No doubt the 
sherifi will bring some message from t^e gOTemor. 

FiBST CoNSiOKEB. He may not retom for honra, 
and in the mean time our property is in danger. 
Yon must call out the king's troops, Mr. Simms. 

Seobetabt. I have no power to do that, gentle* 
men I 

Secoud CoiiraiONBE. I '11 stand responsible for 
you, Mr. Simms. I am related to his Honor. 

TmBD CoBSioNEE. We will all be responsible for 
you. 

RoTOH, It would settle the matter at once. Tlw 
ships conld be unloaded then without trouble. The 
people wouldn't face two thousand soldiers with 



{I%e Secretary seems to be impressed. MUer 
Under-Secretary.) 

UnIibb-Seobbtabt. a committee of Patriots to 
see the goTemor, Mr. Simms — 

Second Consignbb {sneering). Patriots 1 They 
axe nothing bat rabble. 

UnDEB-SEOBETABT (indignantly). These gentle- 
men are the leading citizens of Boston, sir. You 
ouinot call them rabble. 

Sbcbbtabt. Mr. Wexton t 
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UbdkbfSsobetast (not heeding). Yonr Tory 
governor ran away from ^em — tbej were far too 
clever for him. 

FiBST CoBSiOHBB. Mr. WextOD, joa vill be dis- 
missed when the governor returns, if mj influence 
counts for anything. 

IJMDEB-SEGRBTABr. I will go now I My ancestoia 
came over in the Mayflower, airs^ and I '11 not dis- 
grace them by staying. 

(Exit indignantly.) 

Sbobetabt. Gentlemen, I ^tologize. We thought 
Mr. Wezton a Tory. 

Thuud CoNaGNEB. OhfWemeetthatnowonevety 
nde. They are going mad with their patriotism. 

FiBSi CoNSiONBB. Admit the committee, BIr. 
Simnu. They may be ready to compromise. 
{Secretary croaaea ; opena door.) 

Sbobetabt (apec^ng off). Gentlemen, will yon 
enter? 

(MUer Sakukl Adams, Havoook, and Quinot. 
2%ey are dignijied and calm ; bow formally to 
eonaigneea and otkera.) 

HjJiroooK {to /Secretary). We have called to see 
the governor, thinking he may have returned. 

Sbobbtabt. He has not come as yet, gentlemen. 
May I not deliver your message to him? 

Hanoook. Ton may tell his ExceUency that we 
have found a way out of this trouble. We desire him 
to send the ships back to England at once with the tea. 
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BoTDK. No, I object to that^ nz. I migbt be 
bdd re^nsible fw tlie loss of the tea to the com- 
pany. 

Sahvkl Adaus. Yoa will not loie a penny, Mr. 
Botch. The citizens of BoitoD will pay yoa for any 
loss yoa may sustain. We are viQiDg, abo, to pay 
the conpany f(» t^s tea. 

BoTOH. la that case, I am willing to have th« 
diips return. 

FmsT CoiTBiaina. The matter cannot be settled 
io easDy. Before the ships can set sail, they most 
have papers for clearing the harbor, and the coDseat 
ttf the coasigDees. 

BoTOH. Then, gentlemen, I ask yoa for your oon- 
Bcot. With ihai, I can easily obtain my papers from 
the oustotn-hoDse. 

Ftbst CoirraGHBB. Mr. Botch, we are responsible 
to King Qeorge for the proper care of this hoainesB. 
Therefore, it is my opinion that we cannot gtre onr 
consent. 

TfintD CoiTBioiTBE (to^Taf). I f^ree with yoa, air. 

Second Consioheb. It would be the same as re- 
Mgning, 

QuinoT (to Consigneta). Then, since yon wiU do 
nothing to help us out of this trouble, yoa would 
do well to seek safety at once. 

Thibd Cohsigkeb. Seek safety 1 What do yoa 
inean, Mr. Qainey ? 

QuisoT. I mean that &» wrath of our peo{^ hn 
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been aronsed. We may not be able to control them. 
They look upon yon as tzaiton. 

CoNSiGRKHS {alarmed). Traitors! 

QuuroT. What else could we call you ? You were 
horn in this country; you went to our schools; yoa 
have made your linng among us. The people lutve 
not foigotten these things. 

ViBBT CoBBiOHBB. We Will oall out the ts-oops ! 

Hasoooe. We are folly prepared for tha^ nr. 
For mon&s, Boston men have drilled in secret. And 
th« neap-by towns have drilled, and will come to our 
aid if necessary. 

SxooND CosBmsmt. I am astonshed tiiat yoa 
leaders should be willing to bring bloodshed npon 
ywir fellow townsmen. 

Sakobl Aduis. We are all willing, sir, to die 
for our rights. , 

BoTOH. X think I know a way out of the trouble, 
gentlemen. I will, myself, go to the govnnor and 
ask for a passport for sailing. I can make the bip in 
about three hours. 

Sahttbl Adam& We will be glad to have you go, 
Mr. Botch. Will you hang the goranor's answer 
to the Old South Meeting-House? The Patriots are 
in assembly there now, and will wait there for your 
return. 

BoTOH. I wiU be there by eight o'clock. 

(RoTOB and Hall bow to other» and go out 
quickly.) 
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TmBD CoNsiGifEE. But, Mr. Adams, what if the 
governor refuses to let the tea go back ? 

Samuel Aoahs. Seven thoasand Patriots are, at 
this momeDt, in and abont tbe Old South Meeting* 
House. And these people are all of one mind, and 
hold the king's troops in disdain. That is your an- 
swer, gentlemen. 

FiBBT CoiisiONBE {to othcr cormgnees). Perhaps 
we should flee to the barracks, and claim General 
G^e'a protection — 

Sahuel Adams. I would strongly advise yon to 
go there. 

FiBST CoiraioincB. Come then, without delay. 
{Consignees go out hurriedly.) 

Samuel Adams {to Secretary). Please remind 
Mr. Botch of the Old South Meeting-Honse. We 
will be there, waiting. 

(Secretary bows. The Pa^iots bow in return 
and go out.) 



ACT in 

TlHX : l%ree hours later. 
Flack : Old South MeetingSouae. 



New Charactebs 
Paul Revxbb. Samuel Sfeaque. 

Lendall Pitts. Acoohflices. 
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(A smcdl room hack of the auditorium is seen. 
Room is now dark. Enter Lendall Fins loith a 
lantern. Pins is a serious man of about thirty 
years. He lights candles on table and wall. A knock 
is heard at a door back, which opens into church- 
yard. Pirra crosses to door guicIUy.) 

Pitts. Who knocks? 

YoiOE, Paul Bevere. 

(Pirrs opens door. M%ter Vaxsv Beverb, a re- 
sponsible business man of Boston. He is of mid- 
die age: is also serious.) 

Prrra. Yoq are here in good time, Mr. Bevere. 
Are the other men about? 

Betkre. The men with muaketswait in the shade 
of the belfiy. 

Pitts. Tell them to come qnietJy, and to keep 
tiieir arms well hidden. 

Bbvioie. 1 11 caution tbem, Mr. Pitts. 

(JEJxit to yard. Prrre lights other candles. Enter 
"Rewkr followed by some twenty men; each wears 
a long cloak.) 

Pitts. Stack jaat muskets, comrades, bnt qni^^ 
— quietly — Bemember there 's a meeting in the 
church there — 

(Indicating room at right.) 

We must not disturb the speakers. 

(Men produce muskets from cloaks; stack them 
quietly.) 

Did jou see the others, Mr. Berere? 
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Betesb. Some of them, bat they vere in the 
crowd waiting aboat the chmroh doors. 

Firrs. It waa bo arranged, to avoid attracting afc- 
tention. Thej are widtingfor the signal — two taps 
ea the arm. For this, I commission yon, Joseph 
Shed, Isaac Simpson, Samuel %iragae, Benjamin 
Clarke, Moses Grrant, Peter Slater, James Brewer, 
John Carver, and Nathannl Greene. 

( These men start off. TiTrsfoliova them to door 
and eontinuea.y 

Be cautious, gentlemen — there are ever Tories 
hanging about. 

(Men go out quietly. Pittb iwrnt to Betsbb.) 

You have yovi horse read; ? 

Rbtxrb. Yes, Mr. Pitts, — there in the chur^ 
yard —well within die shadows. 

Pitts. Ride at once to the outskirtB and watch 
die road for Mr. Botch. The instant you see him 
eommg, return post baste to tell us. 

Bhvxrb. You may depend on me, sir. 

(Goes out quickly. Untermen who toentoutioitk 
some twenty other men. They enter in small groups. 
All wear long cloak»f and aU are serious and silentC) 

PlTTS. Have you brought your blankets and 
hatchets? 

(Murmurs of assent from late arrivals who pro- 
dues, from, beTieath cloaks, Indian blankets, Indian 
head coverings of feather 8, and hatchets. They put 
them on table qmeUy, PiTia oatiinuea.) 
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Attention all — comrades 1 

(There m instant guiet.) 

It is fitting tbat we ehould again speak of our 
plani, leet there be some misunderstanding. As yon 
knoT, Mr. Sanrael Adams is with as heart and soul, 
as are also tiie other leaders. But they caution ns to 
be discreet and to rely on the siuprise of our plot 
lather than the force of ums. NeverUiekss, if the 
sailors attempt to fight, yon are to fire immediately. 
Be cuefnl not to argue. Indeed, no word should be 
^ken, l«t th^ reof^nize oar voices. 
(Murfwura of assent.) 

There is bound to be muoh excitement, but do not 

forget to op«i each and every case and throw the 

tea in tbe water. Should the crews try to prevent 

you, force them below and lock them in the cabins* 

(Murmurs of assent.) 

I will take charge of die first ship, Benjamin 
Clarke of the second, and Natbannl Greene of tbe 
third. The oUier details you know full well, bo I will 
not repeat them. There is, however, one last matter 
— the governor will seek to punish ua for diis night's 
work. That ia certain, and has been often discussed 
by US. However, his Honor can make no arrests 
unless he knows tiie (lenders. Therefore, we must 
exercise the greatest care to ke^ his Exo^eney in 
ignorance. Ko name must be spoken, and no word 
uttered that would give any clew to any eaves- 
dropping Tory. Indeed, I tliink we should solemnly 
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promise never to reveal the name of any man brae 
present. 

Otherb. Yes — yes — we should I 

FiiTS. Then hold up your right hands and repeat 
tbeae words after me — I promise — 

Othebs {holding up right hand). I promise— 

Pitts. Never to reveal — 

OraERB. Never to reveal — 

Frrrs. The name of any one here present. 

Othebs. The name of any one here present. 

Pitts. 'T is well. It only remains, then, for as to 
wait till we hear the governor's answer to Mr. Botch. 
In the mean time, shall we not open the door to the 
chnrch a little, and listen to Hie speakers ? 

(Murmurs of assent. SahvbIi Spbaoub (^ens 
door to church; holds it slightly ajar. A commo- 
tion is heard.) 

What is it, Samuel? What is the canse of the 
commotion ? 

(Samuel peeps into church; listens Jbr a mo- 
ment; turns; shows excitement.)' 

Samuzl. The sheriff has come I He is ordering 
them to disband I 

(Murmurs of indigna&on.) 

Pitts. Look again — What are they doing now? 

Sahtiel (after looking). They are hissing the 
sheriff — And Mr. Samuel Adams has jnst risen to 
speak. 

{Mit^ Paul BxVBXBjrom yard Jtastily.) 
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Bevxbe. Rotch has come from the govenior 1 He 
will be here in five minutes 1 

Pitts. Then enter the charch and wait till you 
bear the message he brings. If the governor has re- 
fused to let the ships return, give us our signal in- 
Btantlj — the Mohavk Indian irar-whoop. 

I^TBBB. I *11 give it to joa instautlj. 
(Slips quietly into church, closing door.) 

PrPTB. Now, then, comrades — your blankets — 
hatchets — muskets 1 

(All put on Indian blankets and feather head- 
dresses ; take up muskets and hfUcheta. They work 
moiftly and silently.) 



ACT IV 
TllfB : Same eoemnff — eight o'dods, 
FUCB : (Xd Sovih Meeting-Souse — AvditOfivm. 



New Ghabactebs 



Messkitgbb. 
A Man. 

(The large room is well lighted toith candles. 
JShery seat is taken, and people are standing 
around the walls. On the pulpit platform sit 
Samuel Adams, who is in the chair presiding, 
Jobs Adams, Dr. Wabren, and John Hanoook. 
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JosiAH QunroT stands oHpla^orm axLdremng the 
crowded audience.) 

QutKOT {tontimUng). No, no, my coantrymen, 
we can no longer hope that resolves, orations, and 
acclamations will vanquisb our foes. Did we not re- 
solve, orate, and acdaim in former days, when otiier 
nnjust taxes were pnt upon ns bj King George and 
his obedient Parliament ? It is true these taxes were 
£nall; repealed, but the king will not give i^ his 
fondest dream — that of taxbg American Colonists. 
Do not be deceived into thinking it is the revenue 
that the king desires this time. It is not. The tax 
is small and will not yield more than three hundred 
pounds a year. No, it is simply a question of op- 
pression. The king means to show us for once and 
all tiiat we must obey him. Do you hear that word 
— you free men of America? Obey I and obey like 
galley slaves chuned to their seats, with his royal 
governors for task-masters. Is this to be borne? 
No 1 The blood of free-horn Ei^lishmen is in our 
veins. The spirit of «ar Puritan fathers is in our 
breasts. They would not be forced by King James. 
We will not be forced. by Kmg Oeorge. 
{Afpkn^e.) 

They came as PilgrimB to an unknown land. They 
faced starvatitm and savages. BhaJl we be less 
brave than they ? Shall we sit calmly by and fold 
our hands while tiiis last insult is being heaped 
upon us? 
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Attdibncb. No t No I 

QuiNOT. Then rise as one man to your own de- 
fense I Rise to make this beloved land a fit abode 
for our children I Rise because yon are women and 
men 1 Rise because it is your duty I 

(QciNOY aita amid long <md loud applause. A 
mcen passes up aisle to pulpit ; hands seoeral let- 
ters to Sahubij Adamb, who looks at them, riseSf 
and lifts his hand. Applause stops instantly.) 

Samuel Adaub. A messenger has just arrived 
with letters from other Colonies. If it is your plea^ 
nre, I will briefly state their contents. 

AuDiKNOE. Read I Read t 

Sauuel Adahb {glancing at letters). Vii^inia 
bids us refuse the tea. She will send us troops if 
ire need them. 

{Applause.) 

Rhode Island bids us send the tea whence it came, 
back to John Bull and his tearpot. 

{Applause: laughter.) 

New Tdrk asks us to defy our governor boldly. 
She will send soldiers if necessary. 
{Applause.) 

Connecticut also as^ us to be firm. She is drill- 
ing her troops that she may be ready to help us. 
{Applause.) 

Both . the Carolinas pray us to defy the king, 
likewise do Geoi^ia and all the Southern Colonies. 
In fact, they all, both South and North, o£Eer us 
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their support and tell ns not to submit to this hrt 
great injastice from England. 

(A man Tturriea up aisle to pulpit ; whtsperB for 
a moment with Sahitbl Adamb, who geema pleased 
to see Mm.) 

SiMDSL Adahs. Friends, this gentloman has just 
arrived from Philadelphia. He briogi as a message 
from our brother Patriots there. 

MbbbencAs (botoing). Mr. President — 
{Turns to audience.) 

Patriots — brothers — I bear to you the aSectioB 
of the men of Philade^>bia. I bear to jou also the 
nnaiiimooa resolutioQ of a great mass mseting held 
as soon as ve received the news of your refusal to ac- 
cept the tea. It was declared that the Patriots of 
Philadelphia would come to yonr aid with an army. 
(Applause.) 

They bade me also to say that thou only feat 
was lest you might shrink at the last moment. 
And they pray that God may give you tlie conrage 
to save the liberdeB, not only of BtMton, but of all 
the Colonies of America. 

(Great applause. Messenger steps back.) 

Sauubl Adams (to messenger). Sir, we thank 
our Philadelphia brothers. Say to them that we will 
not shrink. We have made our final stand, and we 
mean to keep it, come what may. 
(Applause.) 



by Google 



THS SOBTON TEA PABTT ITS 

John Adamb (rising), Mr. Prandent, I propOBe 
tint a rinng vote be taken to prove ^;aiii the temper 
of our patriotism. 

Dn. Wabukh (rising), I aeoond the motion, Hr. 
President. 

Sahubl Adams. fViends, yon have heard the nuh 
tion — 

{ There it a commotion ett back of church. Snter 
the gher^. Be cornea vp aisle quickly, <md mount* 
platform,) 

&BXAm, Mr. Adams, I am the sheriff of this 
county. By the power of my office, I hid you to dir 
Ixmd tiuB ueetiDg uid lends tiieae rebels home. 
(A storm of hisses from midience.) 

Sahuzi< Adams. That is your answer, Mr. Sheriff. 

^las&En (angrily to audience). I come direct 
'from yoor governor, who has bidden me order yoft 
to di^rse, in the name of his Majeatyj King Geoi^ 
«f £ng^d. Hwe is his Bzcdlency's order. 

( Wooes paper aktfl. Another storm of Aw«w 
fivm entdience.) 

Samuzi, Adams. Is that not sufficient, sheriff? 

Shbsxff. Yeu^ll pay for this dearly,! warn you! 
All of yon — leaders and people I 

(Leaves platform md cAwcA.) 

-SAtiUBL Adamb. Will you please state the qoe»- 
tion again, Mr. Adame? 

JoBiF Adams. Will this audience abide by its 
former resolntiona to reject this tea. 
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Sahubl Adams. Patriots, 70a have heard the 
question. All in favor will signify by a lising votdi 

Audience (rising to a man). Aye 1 

Sauukl Adaus. UoanimonsI 

(As they sit, Fauii Retbbe enters from, a smaU 
door at right of platform ; rentains standing by 
door. Samuel Adams continues ;) 

And now, my friends, the rime diaws near when 
we most be prepared to meet determined resistance. 
Mr. Botch will soon return. What if he brings the 
governor's refusal to aead back the tea to £ng> 
land? 

A Mas (tn audience). iSx. Chairman, we are not 
afraid of bloodshed 1 

VoiOM. No! Nol 

Samuel Adams. I pray it will not come to that. 
Indeed, I think it will not There is, in fact, a cer- 
tain plan I may speak of now, but I cannot divnlge 
the details. I can only give you the password, as it 
were. It is this — Follow the Mohawk IndiaTis ! 

( Th&^e are munmira of surjmae throughout (n»- 
dience. Miter BoiOH.) 

Friends, Mr. Botch has come. We will now hear 
the governor's answw. 

(Botch hurries up aisle to platform. There is 
death-like silence.) 

Botch. Mr. Adams, Governor Hutchinson de- 
clares he will not permit the tea to be sent back. He 
says it must be landed. 
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Sauubl Adams (quickly). Friends, yoo have 

heard the governor's answer. Our time has come t 

The hour of liheriy has struck for us I Bememher 

my words — Folloio the Mohawk Indians t 

(Paul Kbtbbb at once opens small door at bach 
and gives an Indian war-whoop. Enter from back, 
forty men disguised as Indians. They pass quickly 
dovm aisle, giving the war-whoop. Leaders and 
peoplefoliow them from church.) 



Tableau 

SOERB I 



A vast orowd is seen on a wharf, looking ont upon three 
■hips anchored close by. A full moon diaoloses Mohawk 
Indians on decks of each ship. Some arc opening chests 
with hatchets ; some are throwing tea into sea and others 
are hoisting chests from hold. On one ship, in foreground, 
Captain Hall ia motioning to his frightened sailors to 
■top them. 

Scene II 
Wharf and ships, as before. Indians bold muskets raised 
to fire. Sailors in retreat. People on wharf waring hats 
and handkerchiefs with joy. 
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THE FIRST CONTINENTAL CONGRESS 

ACT I 
Tms: 1774 — Augutt — night. 
Place: London, England. Mttidmce t^ the Sonof 
ofile Mrs. Sinoe. 



Db. Besjamui FitAinass. 
LoBD Howx. H0NOSA.BLX Mbb. Howi. 

FntST LiDT. F1B8T Gentlbiuk. 

Skoito Ladt. Sbccwo Gxktlkiun. 

Thibd Last. Third Gxktlbiuk. 

FoDfiiH Ladt. Bdtlbr. 

liADIBS AKD GeNTLEKEK. 



(In a handsomely JiimiBhed drawtng'TOom are 
many ladies and gentlemen in elegant evening aU 
Ore. They talk together in groups viiih animaUon 
and laughter. Erder two richly dressed ladiesjrom 
roimi off. They are imobserved by otJia^s.) 

First Ladt (looking over company). There are 
more gnests than I expected. 

Sbookd Lapt. YeSf there are more than tunial, 
but it ia easily plained, Madam. It was well known 
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that Br. Franklin was to be here. Every one is eori- 
ons to see him since he was insulted so deeply bj 
Farliament. 

FmsT Ladt. Oh, to be sore, that is it ! I venture 
to say eveiy invitation was accepted. Everywhere I 
go, I hear talk of this American. 

Sboond Labt. Have you spoken with him to- 
night? 

FiBST liADT. Not as yet. He is deep in chess with 
GOT hostess. 

Sboond Last. I would not have yon repeat me, 
Madam, but I do think it strange that Mrs. Howe 
has the Doctor here to-night. 

FotST Lady. I think it strange she has him here 
at all. Oh, I know he is a wonderful ch^ss player, 
and I know that Mrs. Howe is devoted to the gwne, 
hut even that does not seem sufBcient reason for the 
attention she shows him — especially now, since he 
has been cut by the king. But of coarse you will not 
repeat me? 

Sboond Ladt. Yon may trust me. Madam. I 
would not mention it for worlds. 

(Mrst Gentleman leaoes a group and crosses to 
ladies.) 

FiBST Gentleuait (jbomng deeply). X salute you, 
ladies. 

Ladibs (curtsying). My lord — 

FiBST Gentlbhait. I hesitated to interrupt yoo 
—you were so deep in conversatioD. 
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FiBST Labt. Oh, yf6 were onlj Temarkingf upon 
Dr. Franklin's presence here. 

Sboomd Last. Don't you think it strange, my 
krd? 

FntsT GmnDLBUAN. I do, indeed. He has been 
snubbed by ahnost every one of consequence since 
that fatal day in Parliament. 

Sboond Ladt. What vas the straight of that 
matter, my lord ? You were present^ I believe. 

FiBST Gbntlehab. I was. Madam, and I assure 
you that I would not have missed it for anything. 
Yon see, Dr. Franklin, as the Colonial ag^nt here 
in England, had presented to Parliament the <!om- 
plaint of Massachusetts against her royal governors, 
Hutchinson and Oliver, and this was the day ap* 
pointed fwdiaoassion of the case. The Solicitor- 
Graend made a most hitter attack upon Franklin'. 
He insulted him openly and also his countrymen, 
whom be called rascals and knaves. 

FiBST Lapt.. They say the Doctor stood it all 
unflinchingly. 

FmsT Gertlbbiah. He did, Madam. He faced the 
Solicitor imn^iovable as a statue, though he must 
have been cruelly hnrti 

Seoond Lad't. But there are certain members itt 
Parliament who are favorable to tbe cause of the 
Colonies. I cannot understand why they did not 
Wise to defend him. 

First Gentlbhan. Two of them did, Madan^ 
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bat th«y wexe bodi poor ipeaken and made no im- 
pression. Their voices were soon lost iu the torrent 
of abuse from the eloquent SoUcitor-Gumal, and 
iu the applause of the judges and members, who 
roared with laogbter throughout the aasanlt. Ob, it 
iras most amosiDg t 

Sboond Ladt. I would I bad beard it myself t 

FmsT Last. Is it true that the king has ^nored 
the patitioa presented by Dr. SVanklin in r^wd to 
the Colonial tea tax ? 

FzBST GEirn4EUAir. He has ignoied it oompletdy, 
except, aa you know, to send additional Ti^nMnts 
to Boston and wmhips to oLose their port and 
starve thera into submission. 

FiBar LiDT. Small wonder, then, that Dr. Trsnk- 
lin is no longer invited to oooit, nor to the levwB 
of ibe king's, ministers. He represents an unpt^nh 
lar cause. 

Fntffr Gentlebuit. His career is ended here in 
EngUnd, at least so long as he espoosea his eonnr 
trymen's contentions. 

Skoond Last. Then why is be still invited here? 
There is no more proper bouse in London, zuht s 
more particular hostess. Besides, Mrs. Howe is 
conneeted with the court throng her brother. 
Lord Howe, who is in obMe tonob witii his Ifo* 
jeaty. 

FiBST Geitixeiujt. Ob, it is only became be 
|>Uy» a good game of cbess. And that to tbe Hon- 
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orable Mrs. Howe is far mote important than quar- 
rels between England and her Colonies. 

(They laugh. Several other ladiee and gentle- 
men hear, and cro8$ to them.) 

TmBD IiABT. And vhat is the cause of your 
MerrinMnt, f tiendB ? Tell m so ire may Uugb with 
yon. 

FiBor GsarrLEHAN (lightly). We vera merely 
.i^eaking of oar sobjects in America. 

Second Gentlbhait. No wonder yon Uugbed. 
Those poor sonis are fast becotDiBg a joke over 
here, with their petitioDs for thisr and that, vxi 
•rerything. 

(All laugh.) 

Thibd GBirTLBiuii. They seem to thialE th^ ate 
on an equal footing with ns and deserve just as 
vn^ of the king's £)vor and protection. 

Third Ladt. And tbey are nothing but balf- 
l»eed Indians, too. I understand th»e are few 
white men among them. 

FomtTH Ladt. I haye heaid that tlieir loader in 
Boston is a terrible desperado. Tbey say be goes 
armed cTerywhere, and shoots mi the least provoca- 
tion. 

SsoovD QwstLBHAS. That is true, Madam. He 
is an ont4nd-oat highwayman. His name is Samuel 
Adams. 

FiKST ItADT. Why, I understood that it waa he 
who wrote that last petition from Boston ooncem- 
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in^.the tea tax. It ia said to be a very remarliable 
paper. 

FiBST Gentlemait. It was no doubt composed by 
some EDgliahman here in Loodon. 

(Murmurs of approval from othert.) 

First Last. But Dr. Franklin is an American, 
and he is counted one o£ the most brilliant men of 
the age. Ton know that he ranks with our greatest 
scientists in E^gland^ ot in all Europe ivt that 
matter. 

Sbcoitd Ladt. And he does not in the least re- 
eemble an Indian. 

Thibd Gentleuait. But, Madam, he has be^i 
here for many years, and that has changed him 
completely. He worked here as a boy. 

{Noda and murmurs of approval, MiterBuUer.) 

BuTLEB- (to group). Bafreshjnents are being 
served on the balcony. 

(Crosses to the di^erent groups and speaks toUh 
each aside. All go out, talking and laughing to- 
gether. Sxit Butler, last. Pause. Enter Butler 
shouoing in Lord Howe who wears his doak and 
hat. He removes these ; Butler taking them. Lord 
Howe is a disUnguished-looldng man of middle 
age. He w degcmtly dressed, Imt not in evening 
(Ulire.) 

Howe. Is my sister engaged ? 

BuTLBB. Kladam is playing chess, Lord Howe. 

HowB. With whom? 
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BcTLBK. With Dr. Franklin, my lord. 

HowB. Whefe are the other guests? 

BuTLBB. Some are watching the game and others 
are on the terrace. 

Howz. Speak with mj dster privately and say 
that I must see her at once. 

(JBuUer bows; starts off.) 

Stay I tell no one else of my presence here. Let 
this room be closed to the guests for the remainder 
of the evening. 

BuTLSB. I 'II see to it, my lord. 

(Exit. Pause. Lord Howb waits, tost in detp 
thought. Enter the Honorable Mrs. Howb^ a stately 
and charming woman.) 

Mbs. Howb. Ah, brother — 

{Gives her hand to Lord Howb, who kis6es it:) 

Howb. I am sorry to interrupt your beloved 
game, but bosiaess, my dear sister, before pleasure. 

Mits. Howe. It is nothing unpleasant, I hope — 

Howb. Letters have just come from America 
bringing news of a serious nature. 

Mbs. Howb (starting). Ah I Then it is some- 
thing unpleasant ! 

Howb. The American Colonies have defied the 
king. They have arranged to hold a Parliament of 
their ownl 

Mbs. Howb (gravely). It has come to that 1 
' Howb. Aye, it baa come to that. So the time is 
now ripe tc make our secret proposal to Dr. Franklin. 
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Mbs. Hows. It will reqaiis i^nifal handHog. 

HowB. What do joa mean? Ddcb he aoapeot 
tu? 

Mbs. Hours. Oh, no — he belieres he has been 
innted here for the nk purpose of playing- ahesa 
vith me. 

HowB. He has do idea that it was a pre-arranged 
plan? 

Mbs. Hows. I am positive he has not. Indeed, I 
flatter myself that I have managed the matter very 
well. Through meeting Dr. SVanhlin hext at my 
parties, you hav« been abla to hold Tarions friendly 
talks with hm and establish yourself in his oonft> 
denoe. He admires yon, I know. 

HowB. Then it will seem quite natural that I 
should a^ him to aocompany me to America and 
influence his countrymen to obey ii» king's oomr 
mands. 

Mbs. Howb. But suppose he refuses to do this? 

HowK. In ^lat case I am en^wared to ofiEer him 
a handsome sum of money. 

Mbs. Howb. I fear you will hare your handi foil 
when it comes to a bribe. Dr. Franklin seems to hare 
as fine a sense of honor as an Boglishman. 

Howb. Pshawl He will taike a bribe as readily as 
any of his tribe. Will yon please tell him that I wish 
to speak with him ? 

Mbs. Howb. ^lall I remain for your interview? 
- Howb. By no means I I want him to feel that thi 
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matter is l>e1nraeD him and me alone. He will take 
the bribe much qoioker. 

Mbs. Howb. I vill make some exense then for 
vitiidrawing. 

(JExit. Lord HowB waiU anxioittly. Enter 
Mrs. HowB wt^A Br, Fbasxuk. J3e u nom aixty- 
eight years of agSf but shovrs undiminished vigor 
boCA physicaUy and mentaUy, The men bow cor- 
diaUy,) 

HoWB. It if a pleasoie to find jou here in my 
sistw*! home, Dr. Franklin. 

Fkaiiklin. Yoor sitter baa been kind enough to 
give me some rety cfaarming eveoii^t, Lord Howe. 

HowB. I r^ret to bring bnaineaa into this one, 
but I would confer with jou upon certain Colonial 
matters. 

Mbs. Howb. Then, gentlemen, I wiH withdraw. 

FoAincus. No, Madam, I beg you to stay. I have 
ao seoret in any bosineis of this nature that I can- 
aot confide to your prodenoe. 

Mbs. Howb. I thank yon^ Doctor, for the compli- 
ment, but my other gnests will notice my absence 
and may renuok nponit. 

Howk. And I {vefer thb ocmferowe to remain 
unknown to them. 

fWiTKLDr. I would not embarrasB yon, Madam, 
nor you, my lord. 

{Mrs. Howb curtaita : exdt. Men sit.) 

Howb. I haTO just had information that certain 
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letters amTed to-ctay from Ameriea vith neirs of 
grave importance. But I presume you have heard -— ? 

Fbankum. To what news do you refer? 

Howe. To the proposed meettag of a Colonial 
Congress next month in Philadelphia. 

Fbakkun. Yes, I have had that news. 

Howe. Then you know, of coarse, that the plan 
originated in the Massachusetts Assembly in Jane, 
and that it has been taken ap with enthusiasm by 
the other Colonies. In fact, they have all held aa- 
semblies and elected delegates to this Congress. 

Fhakklin. So I was informed, my lord. 
■ HowB. Then yon must be prepared to agree 
with me that the time has come for a reconcilia- 
tion. 

Fbankun. I agree with you heartily in that, Lord 
Howe, but I am at a loss to know how peace and 
onion can be restored. Various Colonies have sent 
to his Majesty a r^tectful statement of abuses, and 
a humble prayer for their redress, bat even this, it 
seems, is regarded by the king and his ministers aa 
« form of Ireason, and is utterly ignored. 

Howe. His Majesty believes he has the right to 
govern his subjects as he thinks fit and proper. 

Fbakeun. His Majesty's subjects in America 
think it imposuble for any man or body of men, 
living so far away, to know their peimliar buaineaa 
and political needs. 

HowB. But his Majesl^ has placed royal govcm- 
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ors over every Golos}^. Certainlj they shoald knov 
what are America'a needs. 

FraskijIU. No, my lord, they do not. They are, 
with few exceptions, Englishmen, and have come to 
OS with that strange idea that seems to prevail over 
here — that American Colonists are of a lower order 
of beings and should therefore be treated as slaves. 
And also that we are all knaves, rascals, and out- 
laws. 

HowB (embarrassed). I must confess, Dr. Frank- 
lin, that that idea does seem to he held by some — 

Fbankun (loith warmth). Maay of your publio 
men have been in America and know full well the 
cnltnre and elegance of our leading citizens. They 
know that a large number of them have been edu- 
cated in English colleges, and that our colleges in 
America are of high standing. I cannot understand 
why the opposite opinion prevails, even in Farlia^ 
ment. 

HowB. I am sensible, Doctor, that yon imd your 
countrymenhavebeen ill treated by Parliament. But 
I can assure you that ample satis&tction will one day 
or other be made you. However, I do not think that 
it was meant to be personal. 

Fbaitkun. As to the matter of its being personal, 
I do not think it worth mendoning. I am concerned 
only with the injuries done my country in the So- 
licitor's attack. 

HowB. I believe the violence of his speech was 
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dae to the troubles that have adsen ov«t the tea tax. 
Boston refused to pay it or eroi receive thetea^ thus 
defying bis Majesty and Parliament openly. Then 
the other Colonies followed her example. Whecever 
the tea was sent, it was eiUier destroyed or allowed 
to rot in some warehouse. Naturally, Itie king and 
his ministers are mdignant. 

Fbabklen. And my countrymen are indignant — 
indigufuit that Boston is now being punished ao 
om^y. I tell you, my Lord Howe, that the king and 
his ministers may read the temper of the American 
Colonists in their call for an American Congress. 
Only desperate men would have the courage to for> 
mulate such a plan, and only desperate men would 
accept it. They know full well that they may be 
seized as traitors. 

HowB. They do not understand England's m/f 
ttves. Doctor. That is the real basis of their disoon- 
tent. 

Fbakkun. Haveyonanyplantoproposen^ereby 
England's motives can be mad* dear to us? 

Howx. Yes, I have such a plan. What do yon 
think of sending some person over to inquire into 
the grievances of America ; converse with the lead- 
ing people, and endeavor, wiiii them, to agree npoo 
some means of settling our differences? 

'Fb.assias. The r^t person might be of great 
use in such service. 

HowB. I have just learned that I am being thought 
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of as t^ commifuioiier. But I would not undertake 
it unless yon would consent to accompany me, Doo* 
tor. Your iofluence over your people is wonderfuL 
Ton can, if any man c&a, persuade them to listen 
to reasonable propositions. 

Fkavklut. I thank you, my lord, but I wish to 
know what propositions are intended for America. 
If they ard reasonable, I may be able to make them 
appear such to my coantrymeo. If they axe nnrea- 
souable, I would not think of undertaking sach a 
mission. 

HowB. I would not expect your assistance with* 
out a proper consideration. I am, in fact, empow- 
ered to make yon a firm promise of rewards. 

Prahkun. My lord, drop all thoughts of rewuda 
for me. They would be considered as so many 
bribes to betray the interests of my country, and 
thns would be destroyed the very influence you 
hope to make use of. 

HowH. But, my dear Doctor, no one need know 
of it but ouTselves. 

FttANXUir. I will not accept a reward under any 
circumstances. Only let me know your propositions 
for America, and if I approve of them, I will be 
ready to aocomp»iy you at any time you may appoint 

HowB. First of (dl — the tea tax must be paid — ' 

Fraiteun. Your mission to America will be a 
failure, my lord. My people will pay no more taxes 
until tb^ can have a voice in PuliamMt. 



by Google 



190 WHEN COURAGE WAS NEEDED 

HoWB. Tou most influence them to give up that 
idea, Doctor, for the king will never consent to it. 
They must also give up this Continental Cong^ress. 
The leaders would be hong and the leaser members 
imprisoned. 

F&ASKUS. First catch joor hare to eat him, my 
lord. 

HowB. How can thej possibly escape? They will 
be arrested by the royal governors before they can 
reach Philadelphia. 

Fbaskun. No man on earth can prevent them 
from holding this Congress. And if I could, I 
would not — I am wholly in sympathy with them. 

Hows. Be careful not to express such sentiments 
here in England, Doctor. It might be construed as 
treason. 

Fbakklut. I thank you for the hint, my lord. 

Howe. And now I will tell you privately, that 
yon will be in constant danger of arrest if you do 
not make an attempt to prevent this Congress from 
meeting. 

Fbankuh. I am ready, then, for prison. 

Howe. Shall I tell his Majesty that? 

Fbakklin. If you will, my lord, 

Howx. Allow me to suggest. Doctor, that you 
leave England at once. 

Fbamklih. Again I thank you, my lord, but I 
will be needed here now more than ever, to present 
the resolutions of our American Congress to Parliar 
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ment and King George. I shall remain in London 
indefinitely. 

(Hises to depart.) 

Hows. I tnut ve part as friendly Doctor? 

Fbaitkun. We do, mj lord. And if, at any 
future time, a game of chese n likely, I am at your 
sister's service. I wish yon good-night, Lord Howe. 

(Men bow. £xit Fiuskun, unruffled and untk 
dignity.) 



Ton : Tfight of September 4, 1774. 
Place ! Philadelphia. A city inn. 



Nkv Chabactebs. 
fibst toet. foubth tobt. 

Sbcond Tobt. Landlobd. 

Thibd Tort. WArrsB. 



{A small dining-room is seen toith open doors 
back, leading into a hall. The room is lighted 
only by light Jrom hall, winter Landlord, foh 
lowed by Waiter hearing a candelahrum, which 
is blasnng with lighted candles.) 

Landlord. Place the candelabrum on the tabic 
there ~- in tbe center. And use my best linen and 
sUver and china. 

{ Waiter sets tc^le, getting articles from side- 
board. Landlord watches criHcally.) 
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Waiteb. How many platea bIi&II I kj, Blaster? 

Lasdlobd. Four. And see to it that the serT- 
ice is perfect. The gentlemeo are all wealthy and 
among the pronuDent citizens of Philadelphia. 

Waiteb. Is a regular dinner to be serred? 

Lakdlobd. No, a sai^r only. "A sl^ht but 
iJegant repast," was the order. 

Waithr. They are cotoing here to talk, then — 
to discuss some private matter — 

Landlobd. Without doubt. A private room was 
desired. And, by the way, it might be well if yoa 
could manage to overhear a word or two. I am 
curious to know what these rich men say. 

Watteb. Leave it to me, Master. The gentlemen 
are Tories? 

Labdlobd. Of course. Else they would not be 
coming here. This inn is known tax and wide as a 
Tory gathering place. 

Waitbe. But you yourself are a Patriot. 

Lakdlobd (starting). How dare youl I'll dis- 
ohai^ you at once I Come, out of my house, yoa 
rascal I 

Waiteb (calmly). Softly, Master, softly. I saw 
you last night as yon crept forth from your door 
and met a strange man in your bam. I followed you 
and listened. 

Landlobd. How dared you! 

Waiter. Because these are troublesome dmes, sir, 
and no man trusts another. 
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Laitdlobd. You say ;ou listeoed — ? 

Waiteb. Yes. And I heard you telliDg your fel- 
low what yoor Tory guests had been saying about 
this Continental Congress, and the plans they had 
made to destroy it. 

La5dlobd. Yon will not betray me? 

Waitbb. Why, I am a Patriot myself! I came 
here for work that I might watch your Tories. Of 
course I will not betray yon. Here 's my hand 
upon- it. 

(^Landlord relieved, grasps his hand.) 

Landlord. Yoq say jou came here to watch. 
Were you sent by any one — by any of our Com- 
mittee of Safety? 

Wattsb. No,- it was just a plan I formed for my- 
self. Every Patriot should help who can, is my motto. 

Lasdlobd. Right, my boy, right 1 The Tories are 
rich and do not feel the burden of paying the 
heavy taxes levied by our royal governors. It falls 
upon UB — the working class and the poor. So we 
must do our part, or we will never be freed from 
oppression. 

Waiter. That's the spirit. Master! 

Landlord. I consider it my duty to keep the 
Committee informed. The Tories often come here to 
plot over a supper in a private room. And the door 
is not always closed tight. 

Waitbb (laughing). Of course not! Who gives 
this supper to-night? 
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Lanblobd. The rich Mr. Shippen who is a bitter 
Tory. He has been here often of late with small 
partdes of his Tory friends. I am certain they are 
planning some harm to oar Congress, from words I 
have overheard. 

Watteb. Some barm to our delegates? 

Landlobs. I fear so. I would give all I own to 
know. 

Waiter, I *U listen all I 'm able. You may de- 
pend on that. 

LABitLOBD (listening to a noise off). Hist! Is 
not that a carriage stopping? 

Waiteb (listening). It is, sir. Shall I go? 

Landlord. No — no — I'll go myself. With 
guests of such distinction, I cannot be too attentive. 

{Esdt hastily. Waiter places chairs at table, then 
waits by open door. Pause. Miter Landlord, boio- 
ing in four gentlemai — richly dressed men of 
middle age.) 

LAin>LOBD. This is the room reserved for you and 
your party, Mr. Shippen. I trust it meets with your 
approval. 

FmsT Tort. It will do very well, landlord. 
(To his companions.) 

Be seated, gentlemen. 

(They sit at table, Waiter and Landlord assist- 
ing. First Tory turns to Landlord.) 

Have the dishes been prepared that I ordered? 

Laitdlord. Yes, Mr. Shippen, everything is ready. 
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FntST ToBT. We do not wish to be served just 
now — 

Lakdlobd. As yon please, sir. Yon have only 
to call. I will atatioQ a man at yova door. 

(Bowa himaelf onU. Waiter lingerSf arranging 
nlver on sideboard, 6ue$t8 look at him. Pause.) 

FmsT Toby (towaiter). Will joa be good enough 
to withdraw, sir? 

Waiteb. Oht I beg your pardon, gentlemen I 
(Exitf leaving door slightly c^ar.) 

Fmser Tobt. Now let ns talk freely, friends. 
If we mean to stop the rebel Congress from meet- 
ing, we mast form tome plan, to-night. 

SECom) Tobt. I confess I am discouraged, Mr. 
Shippen. We have formed mimy plans, but all hare 
' eome to nothing. 

Tbibd Toby. It seems quite hopeless to me. The 
delegates have all oome, and Congress will convene 
to-morrow. 

S^bstTobt. It is most vexations. There are more 
Tories here than in any other part of the country. 
Are we to allow them to meet under onr very 
noses? 

FovBTH Tobt. I can scarcely endure the thought 
of it. How dare they so defy oar king I How dare 
they set up their own Parliament! 

FiBST Tobt. Well, they do dare. Here are those 
arch traitors, Samuel Adams and John Adams, come 
all the way from Massachusetts. And everywhere 
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on their passage bells were riogiog, cannon firing, 
and men, women, and children crowding to see them 
as if to a coronation. New York would not let them 
depart till tb^ had deroted six days to the princely 
entertainmenta provided for them. 

Third Tobt. And Philadelphia has been no ubit 
behind in her reception of these rebels. Thej arrived 
on the twentieth of August, and have been feasted 
vith magnificence ever Binoe. Last night a young 
Quaker and his wife had a costly repast for them. 
The night before, a Roman Catholic. And always 
toasts are given to the success of the Congress. 

Sbgond Tobt. Their bt^ness exceeds anjrthing 
I ever knew, except that of their rebel sopporters. 

First Tort. We should take some bold step our- 
Belves. His Majesty will reward us richly, if we inc- 
eeed in dispersing these delegates. 

FouBTH Tobt. How can we accomplish what &« 
royal governors have tried with such ill snccesa ? 
The different assemblies, called by the rebels to elect 
delegates, were ordered to dissolve. In Virginia they 
were especially bold, and met just around the comer. 

Sboond Tort. And in Massachusetts, the gov- 
ernor sent his sheriff to dissolve them, but Samuel 
Adams had locked the door and had put the key in his 
pocket. The sherifE was not even allowed to enter. 

Third Tort. And that happened witb the Brit- 
ish general close by I 

FomtTB Tort. It is strange General Gage did 
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not arrest this Samael Adanu. The king ordered it 
some time ago. 

Thibi) Tobt. It U evident he has not dared to. 
So what can we do, gentlnnen ? The rebels have 
the populace vith them. Let as make one move, 
and VQ would soon have a mob npon ns. 

FntST Tort. I would not dream ot open opposi- 
tioD. But why not kidnap their ringleaders, John 
and Samuel Adams? It could be done hj our men 
to-night. Congress would hardly convene without 
them, or, if it did, it would dissolve in confusion — 
BO dependent are they all upon this brace of Adamses. 

Sboond Tobt. Yon forget Patrick Henry, of Yir* 
^ia, sir. He took a prominent part in the Vii^rinia 
Assembly of rebels, and is said to be a marvelous 
speaker. He could easily lead this Congress. And 
BO could Peyton Randolph or Colonel George Wash- 
ington, also del^;ates from Virginia. 

TmBD Tobt. And so could Christopher Gadsden, 
of South Carolina, James Kinsey, of New Jersey, 
Roger Sherman, of Connecticut, Thomas Mifflin, of 
Pennsylvania, or Cusar Rodney, of Delaware. They 
are all leaders in their own Colonies. 

FouBTH Tobt. And so are John Jay, James 
Duane, and Philip livingston, of New York, Nathao' 
iel Folsom, of New Hampshire, Stephen Hopkins, of 
Rhode Island, Samuel Chase, of Maryland, and Wil- 
liam Hooper, of North Carolina. Can we kidnap 
them all? 
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FntST ToBT. I see that my suggestion is futile 
— even foolish under the circumstances. We must 
depend upon Tories in Congress. 

(Others show surprise.) 

TmBD ToBT. Tories in Congress I The det^^tes 
all call themselves Patriots. 

FmsT Tost. True. But some of them will be 
found to hare Tory sympathies, especially men with 
proper^. They know they will lose their possesuons 
if it oomes to war with England. For that reason 
they will be conservative and will hold down such 
rampant rebels as those men from Massachusetts. 

Sboonp Tobt. I believe you are right, Mr. Ship- 
pen. I would not be surprised if Mr. Washington 
were not at heart a Tory. He is cine of the richest 
men inYirginia. 

TmBD Toby. I believe we can count also on 
Mr. Joseph Galloway, a delf^te from Pennsylvania. 
He also has large property-holdings and visits Tory 
families socially. 

FmsT Tobt. I know Mr. G^oway very well, so 
I will talk with him to-morrow. Indeed, we must 
make it our business to talk privately with several 
delegates and bring every influence in our power to 
bear upon them. We must prevent this Congress 
from declaring its united support of Boston. 

PouBTH Tobt. But that is the real purpose of its 
meeting. 

Febst Tobt. I know, but we must find members 
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who viU defeat it. We mast tell them that such a 
resoIutioD would mean war with England, and the 
utter couf usiou of all business here in America. We 
must frighten these delegates, gentlemen, and cause 
them to see clearly their own financial ruin. 

Sbcokd Tort. It is a good plan, Mr. Shippen, 
and I beUeve it will work. Men may rant about pa- 
triotism, but when it comes to a question of their 
own possessions, it is a horse of another color. 

FouBTH Tort (laughing). Indeed it isl It will 
make them dissolve in one week. 

First Tobt. It certainly cannot last a month. 
We will need to influence only two or three impor* 
tant men, like Washington and Galloway. Tbe timid 
ones will follow like sheep. For there will be timid 
ones, gentlemen. Even some of the leaders you have 
just mentioned will become confused when faced 
with the responsibility of bringing a war on this 
country. And these we can rely on to make a unified 
action impossible. 

{Nods and mwrmara of consent First Tory 
rising.) 

And now I will order supper and we can discuss 
oar plans at length, hut not before our waiter — we 
must watch our words closely, friends. 

(Emgs bell on table. Snter Waiter.) 
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ACT m 

Time: 1774 — Octoier 5 — afiximoon. 
Place: Philadelphia — Carpmtera' B^alL 



Kvw Chakaotebs 
HoNOKABLB PKTKfS 'BUJFDOLFB, President (_Virgima). 
Chablbi TaoMBON, Stentarp iPhiladdphia). 
HONOBABLB JambS Ddanx (^N«m Tork). 
HoKOBABLB PATEIOE Hbhst (Virginia). 
HoNOBABi^ Qbobqb Wabhinqton ( ViTgitno). 
HoNOBABLB JoHN Adaus (^Maeeachuams). 
HONOBABLS Samdbl Adams (_MaAsachusett8). 
HoKOEABLE JosEPH Gallowat (Penaaylvavia). 
HoHOaABLB Philip Livingston (_NevB York'). 
HoNOBABLB Thohas Mipflin (_Penn»^mmia'). 
Honorable Ohbistophbb Gadadbn (South Caroliita\ 
HoNOSABLE James Eikset (^ew Jersey). 
Honorable Edward Butlbdos iSouth Carolina'). 
Paul Reverb. 
Doorkeeper, 
conoressheh. 



(27te assembly room is seen with the Cottgress 
in session. On a slightly raised platform sits the 
President — the Bonorahle Pbttoh' Raitoolph. 
The Secretary, Mr. Chablbs Thomson, sits near 
by at a table. ITte Jifty-fmr delegates ait on plain 
wooden henchee.) 

President (rising). Are you ready for the ques- 
tion, gentlemen ? 
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VoiOEB. Qaestion I Question 1 

Pbesidbbt. Will the Becretarj please read the 
zesolutioD ? 

SEOBKTAitT (rising and reading). Be it reeolved 
that from and after the 10th day of September, 
1775, the ezportatioo of the merchandise and every 
commodity whatsoever to Great Britain ought to 
cease, unless the grievances of America are redressed 
before that time. 

Fbbsidebt. You have heard the qaestion. Are 
there any remarks ? 

Galloway (rising). Mr. President — 

Pbbsidbkt. Mr. Galloway — 

Galloway. I have waited with great patience to 
hear some resolation which should tend to prodnoe 
harmony between England and the Colonies. But 
to my mortification and distress, a month has been 
spent in debates on propositions which tuid to in- 
flame rather than reconcile — to produce war instead 
of peace. The motion jiut read is manifestly of that 
order. It is more — it ia ondutifiil and illegal. It is 
Mt insult to Parliament, and it cannot fail to draw 
on tJie Colonies the resentment of our mother oouu' 
try. If we will not trade with Great Britain, she 
will not BufEer us to trade at all. In proof of that, 
see what has happened in Boston ! Her people re* 
fused to pay the tea tax and destroyed the tea, but 
her act was resented quickly. Bills were passed hy 
Parliament and signed by his Itfajesty, to curtail 
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the freedom of Boston. And then in enforcemeDt 
of these new laws, battleships were sent to block her 
port; and four new regiments to patrol her streets, 
and DOW her business is utterly ruined. Is it then 
incredible that other English men-of-war will block 
all our other ports, and that other English troops 
will reduce us all to obedience? You know well 
what that will mean. The produce of labor will 
perish on our hands : labor itself will soon cease, 
and then will come absolute ruin to each and every 
Colony. I therefore reject this motion as being 
dangerous to the welfare of all our American inter* 
ests. 

(Sits. Several delegates stand ^iekly. Jakes 
DuASTB is first.) 

DuANB ABD Othbbs. Mr. President — Mr. Presi- 
dent! 

Fbbbident. Mr. Duane, of New To^, has the 
floor, 

{Others sit.) 

DtTAKB. Mr. President^ I i^ree with Mr. Gallo- 
way. If we vote to cut off all trade with 6reat 
Britain, we are virtaally voting to throw off our 
allegiance to our king. Are we ready to do that, 
gentlemen? It would mean war of the most horrible 
kind, for it would be between friends and kindred. 
(Sits. Pateiok Hbnbt rises.) 

Hbnbt. Mr. President — 

Pkbsidbnt. Mr. Heury — 
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Hbnbt. I should like to refresh the memories of 
the gentlemen who have jnst spoken. Have they 
foi^otten that a state of war already exists in Mas- 
sachusetts ? Why, the war has oome I It is here in 
our midst. Our Colonial agent in England, Dr. Ben- 
jamin Franklin, has done all any mortal man could 
to plead our cause. But our petitions have either 
heea ignored or laughed at. And now oar distin- 
guished countryman is himself in constant danger 
of arrest. So why do you say, Mr. Galloway, that 
you fear a war will come ? I tell you that it has 
come ! It began when those infamous Bills against 
the libertaes of Boston were signed by his Majesty. 
What, then, are we to do ? Shall we bow humbly 
to our royal king while he uses his lash on Boston? 
Shall we kiss the royal mantle while the royal hand 
aims his cannon at the very hearts of our country- 
men? Nol We will nott We most show that we 
resent England's policy in this land. Therefore has 
this motion been made, and therefore must it be 
carried. 

{Sita. Colonel Gkobqb WASHoraTOH atandt. Me 
is a handsome man of forty-two.) 

Wabhisqtok. Mr. President — 

Presidbht. Colonel Washington — 

Washinotoh. Mr. Henry has voiced the senti- 
ments of all the delegates from Virginia. We must 
indeed show England that we resent her cruel laws 
against Boston. We are not threatening independr 
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ence. It is the wish of us all to create even stronger 
ties to hind us to our mother country. But it can- 
not be done at the price of liher^ to anj one of 
our ColonieB. Therefore, I favor the motion as be- 
ing the united sentiment of Virginia. 

Gallowat. Mr. President — 

Fbesident. Mr. Galloway — 

Gallowat. I fail to understand Colonel Wash- 
ington's logic. Nor do I comprehend the strange 
ideas of another delegate from Virginia, the Honor- 
able Patrick Henry. Why should Virginia, forsooth, 
take it upon herself to support Boston in this quar- 
rel ? Why should Virginia try to influence the other 
Colonies? 

Henry. Mr. President — 

Presideitf. Mr. Henry — 

Henbt. I will explain to Mr. Gralloway a thing 
that should not need explanation to any Patriot. At 
this time, we are not Vii^nians — we are Amer- 
icans! 

(Loud applcBise. President raps for order. 
Doorkeeper crosses to platform : whispers to Sec- 
retary, who in turn whispers to President.) 

President. Gentlemen, an express has just ar- 
rived from Boston with an important letter. What 
is your pleasure in regard to this? Shall we admit 
the messenger? 

LivnKHrroH. Mr. President — 

President. Mr. Livingston — 
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LxviNosTON. I move we lay all other matters 
aside for the moment. 

MiFFLCK. I second the modon, Mr. President. 

FBESiDBirr. You have beard the motion. All in 
&Tor will signify in the usual way. 

All Mbhbebs. Aye 1 

FassiDBin'. Carried. 

{To Doorke^>er.) 

Admit Mr. Bevere. 

{Eadt Doorkeeper. Short pause. Miter Paul 
Retbbb ; crosses to platform ; bows to President ; 
gives a legal-looking letter to Secretary, who breaks 
the seals and reads. Bbtkbe turns to go.) 

Please remain, Mr. Revere. We may need yoor 
testimony as a citizen of Boston. 

(Retxre hows assent; remains standing htf 
platform.) 

Will you read the letter, Mr. Thomson ? 

Seoretart (reading (doud). " To the Delegates 
of the Continental Congress, 

"Dear Sirsi Be it known to yon that General 
Gage is fortafjring Boston as if we were declared 
enemies. The entrenchments upon the neck are 
nearly completed. Cannon are mounted at the en* 
trance of the town. It is reported that strong fortr 
fications are to be erected on the surrounding hills, 
BO that these, with the ships of war in the harbor, 
may absolutely command every avenue to the town, 
both by sea and land. When the city is ^ns en- 
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closed^ it is feared the inhabitantg will be at the 
mercj of brutal soldiers, who ate even now harass- 
ing us in many ways. We therefore apply to the 
Congress for advice. If you advise us to leave onr 
homes and abandon the town, we obey. If it is 
judged that, by holding oai ground, we can better 
serve the public cause, ve will not shrink from 
hardship and danger. 

*' (Signed) The Cohuittbb of Satbtt, 

"JosBPH Wabben, President.** 

{There are Tmirmwa of indignation and 8ym~ 
pathy.) 

Pkbsidekt. Gentlemen, yon have heard the let- 
ter. Shall we take action concerning it? Our dis- 
cussion may become informal. 

Gallowat. How can we take action, Mr. Fred'- 
dent? Boston has rebelled against oar king. We 
cannot assist a rebel. 

VoiOBS. Shame I Shame I 

{President rc^sfor order.) 

Washikoton. Mr. President, I offer to equip one 
tiiousand men at my own expense and march at 
their head to relieve Boston. 

{£!ntku$ia8t%c c^lause.) 

Pbbsidest {rising). Members of Congress, with 
your approval, I will ask Mr. Revere to speak to as 
concerning conditions in Boston. 

Many Yoiobs. Hear I Hear I 

Bbtebk. Mr. President — Honorable Ifembera 
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of Coiigp!«3S. There is great suffering in Boston. 
The new laws passed by Farliameat are being en- 
forced with rigor. Not a vessel of any kind is al- 
lowed to leave the harbor. Not a pound of haj, 
nor a sheep, nor a chick, can be brought in a boat 
from the islands. Nor can a stick of lumber or any 
packi^ of merchandise be taken by water — even 
horn wharf to wharf. In &ot, business of every 
kind is paralysed, and the people are utterly help- 
less. 

DuAim. I understood that the other Colonies had 
sent relief in the way of money, grain, flour, and 
live-stock. 

Rbyebe. All the Colonies have sent something. 
Bat these supplies are almost exhausted; and with 
the completion of the land fortdficattons, no more 
can enter Boston. 

WASHDroTOH. Is General Gage pushing these 
fortifications? 

Rbtbbb. As fast as possible — with bis soldiers 

for workmen. He ordered the carpenters of Boston 

to build tiiem ; but they refused the work at any 

price, though suffering from lack of employment. 

(Loud applause.) 

Gallowat. Mr. President, I cannot understand 
this applause. Those carpenters disobeyed an officer 
of our king. No wonder there are riots in Boston. 

John Adams. Mr. President — 

PEBaiDENT. Mr. John Adams— 
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John Adahb. I appeal to Mr. Bevere to know if 
tiien has been recently any riot in Boston. 

Betisb. Mr. Preddent — 

Pbesidbbt. Mr. Bevere — 

Bbtebe. The people are indignant, but no one 
has as jet disobeyed the law. 

Oallowat. Mr. President, I wouM call it diso- 
bedience. They have declared in a pablic conven- 
tion that they would not deliver up an American 
citizen to be tried in the courts of England ; that, 
in case any citizen were so seized, they wonld seize 
and keep as hostages any of the king's officers who 
might fall in their way. In fact they have refused 
to obey every one of those bills so lately signed by 
his Majesty. Is that obedience, gentlemen ? I call 
it treason ! And yet some of you applaud it 1 

Samtjbi. Adamb. Mr. President — 

Pbjbedbnt. Mr. Samuel Adams — 

Samitbl Adams. Since I was among those Patriots 
to be seized and carried off to England for trial, I 
must continue to applaud this treason. And I do 
applaud — with the halter fably about my neck, I 
applaud. 

(Applause and laughter.) 

Ddaitb. Mr. President, I fear we are foi^tting 
what will befall Boston if she continues to resist the 
king. She will he utterly destroyed. 

Oadsdbn. Mr. President — 

Pkbsident. Mr. Gadsden — 
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Gabsdbn. BoBtoo is built of wood and brick. If 
they are burned, she can rebuild them. Bat liberty 
once lost is gone forever. 

"Voiosa {toith applause). Tea — je&l 

Wabhinoton. Mr. President — 

Pbesidknt. Colonel Wasbicgton — 

Washington. I move that this CongreBs approve 
of the opposition by the inhabitante of Boston, to 
the ezecutioD of the late acta of Parliament, and 
that if the same shall be attempted to be carried 
into execution by force, all Americans ought to sup- 
port the people of Boston in their opposition. 

LiTiif«8T0H. I second the motion, Mr. President. 

PoESiDEKT. It has been moved and seconded that 
this Congress shall approve of the opposition of 
Boston to the late acts of Parliament, and shall sup- 
port them in their opposition. Are there any re- 
marks? 

Galloway. Mr. President — 

Pbbsidbiit. Mr. Galloway — 

GaUiOwat. England has the right to govern her 
Colonies as she thinks fit, and she will fight for 
that right to the end. Boston has rebelled. Let 
Boston pay the penalty. 

(Murmurs of indignation.) 

Hbnbt. Mr. President — 

pRBSiDBNT. Mr. Henry — 

Hbhbt. Mr. Gralloway errs in thinking that Bos- 
ton is alone in this quarrel. The whole country is 
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inflamed. From every Colony come reports of in* 
jostice at the bands of the king's governors. In 
North Carolina excessive fees have been extorted, 
and the governor's sherifEs have collected taxes of 
which they have rendered no account. The people 
rebelled and irere shot by the governor's royal 
troops. In Rhode bland there has been trouble 
with the king's revenue officers for a long time. 
They have seized whatever they pleased from un- 
offending citizens ; tbey have fired upon market 
boats and behaved with unbearable insolence. Mas- 
sachusetts has been oppressed with taxes from which 
tbo king's of&ceis were exempted. So it is not Boa- 
ton's cause alone. It is the caose of all America. 
(A2>plau8e.) 

Oadbden. Mr. President, I propose that we make 
immediate war upon England I 

Samuel Adams. Mr. President, I would say to 
Mr. Gadsden that we should first exhanst every 
means for obt^ning justice peacefully. I believe 
that was Mr. Washington's idea as expressed in 
his motion. 

Wabhinotom. Mr. President, that was my idea. 
But if England is determined to attack Boston, we 
must stand by Boston and spill our blood in her 
defense. 

VoiOBS (with applause). Yes — yes — we must! 

KiBssr. Mr. President — 

Pbbsident. Mr. Kinsey. 
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KiHSKT. There is a way out of the trouble — 
Boston could pay for the tea. 

Gadsden {shouting indignantly). She diouldn't 
pay for an ounce of that tea I 

Mamit Voiobs. No I No I 

Yoioxs (a few). Yesl She should I She should I 
(President raps for order.) 

Sahubl Adams. Mr. President, aa a matter of 
fact, Boston has o£Eered to pay for the tea she de- 
stroyed. But how does that settle the matter ? She 
will never pay the tea-tax because of t^e vital prin- 
ciple behind it — taxation without repreeeutation. 
That is the thing Boston is fighting. If she fails, 
all America is doomed. Doomed to pay any tuc to 
any cruel or foolish king ; doomed to obey any 
cruel or foolish royal governor ; doomed, in fact, to 
slavery. Are we men to endure such things ? 

YoioiB. No! Nol We will not 1 

John Adaus. Mr. Freudent — Boston could not 
endure them. Hers is the spirit of those brave Pu- 
ritans of ScTOohy, who left comfortable homes and 
faced the hardships and terrors of a wilderness filled 
with savages. Shall we, their sons, be less brave 
than they? Shall we love less the sweet cause of 
liberty? Why, we could not I Libertywe will have t 
Liberty to impose our own taxes — liberty to pro- 
tect our own citizens. Shall we renounce these rights 
because this King George says we must? Another 
king might not say it. Certain English statesmen do 
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not say it now bat defend oar action boldly. Shall 
we^ then, tamely obey this king? 

(Edwakd Rutlkdoe firings to his feet excitedly. 
He is much younger than the others, about thirty.) 

RuTLHDOB. No ] We will not obey him [ Who is 
he any way that he should give ua commands I I 
have no regard for him 1 

Few Voiobs. Shame I Shame I 

(Applause from otJiera. FresiderU ra^ for 
order.) 

John Adams {conUnuing). I tell yon, Iriends, 
that Boston faces the king's cannon for all the 
Colonies. Will you ttieu desert her? She calls to 
yon now in the hour of her need. Hear her, me% 
and respond ! Come to her aid, my brothers 1 

{Sits. Great en/A«««wm, cheers, and prolonged 
applause.) 

FBBsmEHT (rapping for order). Are you ready 
for the qnestion? 

Maht Voiobs. Question ! Qnestion 1 

Few Voices. No! No! 

GaUiOwat. Mr. President, if this motion is car- 
ried, it will be considered treason. You know the 
&te of a traitor, gentlemen. Tour property will be 
seized, you yourselves will be bung, and your &mi- 
lies will be di^raced. Are you then so ignoble that 
yon will deliberately vote to bring all this upon in- 
nocent women and children ? 

Hbnbt. Mr. President, did I not believe Mr. Gal- 
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lova^ a good Patriot, I should suspect him of being 
a Tory. 

Galloway (gprmging to his fee€). Sir I How 
dare yoa ! I am as ardent a Patriot as any 1 

PRBsmENT [rapping for order). The gentleman 
is out of order. 

(Galloway iU%.) 

Hbnbt (contmuing). But since he is not a Tory, 

how can he forget a fundamental truth that has 

come down to us through the ages? It is this — 

JAberty has ever been gamed by sacrifice. 

(Applause. B.ksry continues — ) 

We men are not here to consider ourselves, nor 
our wives, nor even our children. We are here to 
make this land a safe and^e£ abode for three mil- 
lions of men and women and children, and also for 
their descendants. 

(Sits. Loud applause and cries of " Tee — 
Yes.") 

PBBSiDEirF (r(^>ping gavel). Are you feady for 
the question ? 

VoiOBS (a majority). Question! Question! 

'Prebidvst (to Secretary). Please read the motion 
offered by Colonel Washington of Viiginia. 

Secbetaby (reading aioud). Be it resolved that 
this Con^«ss approve of the opposition by the in* 
habitants of Boston to the ezecation of the late 
acts of Parliament. And that, if the same shall 
be carried into execution by force, in such case all 
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America oi^ht to support the people oi Boston in 
their opposition. 

Febsidbnt. All in favor of thia resolation will 
signify by the Qsual sign. 

VoiOBS (mc^oriiy). Aye I 

pBEsmsNT. Those opposed — 

Gallowat and Duase. Nay I 

Pbesidbnt. Carried! 

(There is great enthusiaam. Men shake hands^ 
vfOBe handkerchiefs, and shout ioith joy. After a 
mvm^id^ President raps for order.) 

Pbbesdent. Mr. Revere^ you will please return to 
Boston at once with a copy of this resolution. 

(Secretary givesapc^er to BxvsBX,vjho goes 
out quickly.) 

Oallowat. Mr. Freaideot, I move that my pny* 
test against that resolution be recorded by the se(^ 
retary. 

DuASE. I second the motion^ Mr. President. 

pBEsmEHT. Are there any remarks ? 

John Adams. Why, Mr. President^ does the 
Honorable Mr. Galloway — ^e ardent Patriot — 
wish his protest to be recorded ? Does he think to 
be on the safe side when his right royal Majesty 
shall pnnish us for this day's work? 

Samuel Adams. Mr. President, I think the hon- 
orable gentleman is a little too Certain of that kingly 
punishment. I would remind him, too, that you must 
first catch your man to hang him. 

(Laughter and aflame.) 
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FBEsmxiTT. The question is — Shall Hr. Gallo- 
Tpay'B vote be recorded ? 
VoiOBS (all but Gallowat and Duamb). Nay I 
pKBSiDEHT. The motion is lost. Gentlemen, I Tnsh 
to congratulate you. Ton have passed a glorious 
resolution I If this Congress passes no o^er, its 
convening will have been worth while. Gentlemen, I 
believe this day of October eighth will go down in 
history. Again I say, I congratulate you. 
{Great ^iplattse.) 
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THE DECLABATION OF INDEPENDENCE 

ACT I 

TmB ! 177S — April 18 -— night — nine o'clock. 
Plaob : Boaton^ MoMoch/aaetta. Rooma oftha CitAamd 
Committaa qf Sqfsty. 



Db. Wabxes. Pjlcl Bbvbbb. 

FiBST CmzBiT. Lehdall Pitts. 

SsooyD CiTizBH. Samuel Speagdb. 

Tbisd CmzEiT. Nathaniel Mukbon. 



(An office w ae&i, toith Lbnsall Pitts %n charge. 
He ie xoriting at a ttAle. So, too, ie hie aaaiatantf 
Sawtbl Sfkagub, a young Patriot qftwenttf years. 
Pause.) 

Spbaqub. I have finished the letters to the Soath- 
era Colonies, Mr. Pitts. 

Pitts. Did you make it plain that the Massaoha- 
setts delegates would attend the Second Continen- 
tal Congress in spite of the British oooapation of 
Boston? 

Spbaouh. I flatter myself that I made it Btrong. 
I *11 read yoa this letter to Georgia. 
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{Reading aloud with pride.) 
"To OUT beloved fellow Patriots of Geoi^ia — 
greetings! 

" Be it known to yon herewith, that we — the 
free-born men of Maasachnsetts, have, this present 
week, in solemn assembly in the town of Cambridge, 
elected the Honorable Samnel Adams, the Honor- 
able John Adams, the Honorable John Hancock, 
the Honorable Thomas Cuahing, and the Honorable 
Bobert Treat Paine delegates to the Second Con- 
tinental Congress. 

" (Signed) Thb Cohuittbb of Saebtt, 

"Db. Wab^en, Pre^deni. 
**?. S. And this was done, gentlemen, over the 
heads of the British General Tom Gi^ and his 
thousands of British soldiers. Thej came here to 
suppress our town meetings forsooth I Mark yon 
how they have done it I We snap our 6ngers at 
them and meet just as we have always done ainee 
the day the Mayflower landed. And General Gage 
does nothing 1 £ven with his forces increased by 
two thousand men, the brave English Tom does 
nothing. His troops annoy us in many ways, but 
they do not dare to attack ns. Why, G(^ has not 
even tried to arrest our Patriot leaders, Samu^ 
Adams and John Hancock, whose heads die king 
has wanted for a year or more. Nor can he make us 
^ink any English tea or pay the tax upon it. Nor 
can he ever make us pay any tax of England's, unless, 
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iDdeed, they urill let m sit in Failiament. No I Never I 
Never! Never!" 

(Puts letter doum, beaming with gatisfaction.) 

There I Tbere 'U be no questioD in Georgia aa to 
what is happening in Bogton. 

PniB. None vhatever, Samuel. Bnt yon may (miit 
your postscript, please. 

Spbagub (diaappointed). Oh, now -~- Mr. Pitts — 

Fms. It is very patriotio, but limit yourself to 
one faot — t^e election of onr delegates. The Com? 
mittee of Safety would disapprove of other details. 

Samubl (looking toward closed door, back). I 
might a^ Dr. Waneu. 

Fmrs. He ia busy widi his oommittee. It is an 
Importuit meeting, too, for the Doctor said he most 
not be disturbed. 

SAjnrEi.. Perhaps they have n't gotten down to 
woi^ yet. filr. Beveze went in only a few minutes 
ago. 

FiTTB. Change your letter, Samuel. Asheadseoro' 
tary of the Patriots* Committee of Safety, I must 
HwtBt. We are not here to originate plans and pre^ 
sent our own ideas. 

SiJCUEL (aighing). I didn't think of that, Mr. 
Pitts. I '0 make another copy. 

(Sits; writes. Mnter, from door, back, Paul 
Bhterb. ffe crosses to Pitts.) 

Revebb. The Committee desires you to write a le^ 
ter, Mr. Pitts, at onoe. I am to tell yon its contents. 
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Pitts {taking a freak sheet and guUl) . I am read j, 
Mr. Revere. 

Rbtbkb. You will write to the Honorable Samuel 
Adams and the Honorable John Hancock, who are 
on Uieir way home from our recent convention at 
Cambridge. Thej are now at the home of the Bev- 
ereodJouas Clark in Lexington. Tell them the Comr 
mittee of Safety thinks it dangeroaa for them to 
return to Boston — it is believed that General Gage 
is preparing to seize them upon their return. Cer- 
tain hints dropped by certain British officers have 
led the committee to this belief. And so it prays 
them to go on to Philadelphia at once and wait there 
for the meeting of the Congress. 

(Pauses. Pitts contmuea taking notes. Revbkb 
contimies :) 

Sign the letter — The Committee of Safety — Dr. 
Warren, President. And send it by special messen- 
ger to-night, with instructiooB to ride swiftly. 

Pms. I '11 see to it at once, Mr. Revere. 
(Sxit Bbvere to room, back.) 

Spkaoub (excitedly). Do you think Gage would 
dare to arrest them? 

Pitts. G^e must obey his master. And his Maj- 
esty, no doubt, has become impatient and has or- 
dered him to act. 

SpBAonB. Just let Gt^ dare to seize them ! Just 
let him dare, I say 1 

Pitts. That 's what I say, too, Samud. Bat we II 
talk of that anon. 
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(Writeg. SpRAavs,$tiUindignant,restaneav}ork. 
pQuae. Door to street i$ opened suddenly, and 
young NAXHAinEL Munson rushes in, greatly ex- 
cited. FiTTB and Spbagub rise quickly.) 

Spbagub. NathaDiell 

FiTTB. What has happcDed? 

MmrsoN. Where is Dr. Warren ? 

Pnrs (indicating roonif hack). With the Com- 
mittee o£ Safety. 

MuHSON. T^ them the English troops are mov- 
ing I 

Pitts {asU>nishecl). The regulars — t 

MuNBOK. Yes — Theyhave justleftthebarracktl 
(Pitts rushes to room, hack.) 

Spbaoub (excitedly). Did you see them yourself, 
Nathaniel? 

MuifsoN. I did. Ton see, it was my time to watch 
the barracks. I had been there for an hour or more 
and all was as quiet as usual. Then, suddenly, with' 
out any warning whatever, the gates were opened, 
and oat they came I And so quiet they were, you 
would scarce know soldiers were passing. 

(JEnter Dr. Wabbbn, Bbtebe, and three citizens. 
Pitts /oHoMs them.) 

Wabbbn. What is this? Tou say the English 
troops are moving? 

Mtjnson. Yes, Dr. Warren — about one thousand 
men left the barracks a half-hour ago. 

Wabben. Where did they go? 
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MintsoN. North, to a wanhoose ou the river. I 
foUowed them to Bee. Thej entered tiie varehousa 
and the doors were immediately cloaed, and all was 
aa quiet as ever. 

Wabrbh. There is some plan baek of this — 

Muiraoir. Their captain explained to some citizens 
aboat, that they were teaching the soldiers some 
new military movements. 

Wabben. a mere excuse — and a poor one, too. 

Spbaottk. Do yea think they mean to attack 
Boston, sir? 

Wabben. Do they not already hold Boston? 
Knglish soldiers guard every approach by land, and 
English warships block our lu^ bor. 

FiBST Citizen. What can be their motive then? 

Wabben. It is my opinion that these troops will 
leave Boston secretly to-night and go straightway to 
Lexington to arrest Mr. Hancock and Mr. Adams. 

Sboonb CmzEK. It is most likely I Gates has 
been afr^d of an uprising of the city, shonid he a^ 
tempt to arrest them here. In a vilh^ it will be 
easier. 

Seooitd Citizen. It is well we have warned the 
gentlemen. 

Wabben (turning to Fihb). Why, tJie letter can- 
not have gone as yet — 

Pitts. T have not finished writing it. 

Wabben. A messenger must be sent to Lexing* 
ton at once. What was merely a sunnise^ has now 
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become a certainty, and a question of life and 
death. 

FiBST CinzBV. Where can we find a measenger 
we can depend on, Doctor ? It will be a dangerous 
ride, for if the troops are really going with that in- 
tent, they will haTe sentinels posted alcmg the way. 

Third Citizbit. It will be a question of life and 
death for the messenger as well as for oar dele- 
gates. 

Reverb. I will warn them, gentlemen. 

Warben. Do you realize your risk, Mr. Revere? 
You may never get out of Boston. 

Rbvere. I wilt not ride from Boston. I will cross 
t^e river to Charlestown, and go by that road to 
Lesington. 

Warbbk. Can you arrange for a horse in Charles- 
,town? 

Rbtebb. Easily. I have many Patriot friends there 
who wilt do all they can for our cause. 

Sbooni> CmzBS. But, Mr. Revere, you must 
needs pass under the very gnns oi the British 
batUeships. 

BsvsBE. I know — but I will try it ! 
(7\im8 to WiBEraf.) 

It would be well for the sexton of the North 
Church to signal me from the belfry which way 
the troops are going. He might show one lighted 
lantern if they go by land, and two if they go up 
the river. 
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Wabben. a very good plan ! Nathaniel, go joa 
and teU the sexton how to make his signals. 

Betbbb (to MvsBos). One, remember, if thej go 
(^ land, hat two if they go np the river. 

Mu^iON. I 'U remember, and 1 11 stay irith him 
till he makes them, to be Bore there is no mistake. 
(Uxit MuNSOir.) 

Wabben. Mr. Pitts, yoa and Samuel may watch 
the warehonse. If the soldiers leave Boston to-night, 
hasten at once to the North Church and toll the 
news to the sexton. Then return to inform us. 

Pitts. We will watch closely, Doctor. 

Spbaoub. You can depend on ns, gentlemen I 

(Pitts and Sfbaoue go, haatily. Bbvebe has 
gotten cloak and hat from a tahle at eide; is now 
ready to start.) 

Bbvkbe. I shall be waiting for the signal — 

Wabben. Shout the news as you go along I TeU 
them the regulars are coming I 

Revebb. At every house! And shall I not go on 
— to the towns beyond Lexington ? 

Wabbbn. Go on to Concord by all means, and 
tell the minutemen there to hide our store of am- 
munition. The r^ulars will, without doubt, pro- 
ceed there from Lexington, and make an attempt to 
destroy it. 

Othebs. Yes — they will — they will! 

Wabbeh. Let the citizens remove these stores to 
the woods and conceal them under branches. They 
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must woik 'with great haste for the troops vill aniTe 
almost as soon as you. 

Kevere. I can easily outride t^em, unless I am 
forced to take a roundaboat way to avoid them, or 
unless I am captured. 

(Turns to go.) 

Farewell, gentlemen — 

FiBST CmzsN. Waitl If Mr. Adams and Mr. 
Hancock show any desire to stay and fight^ tell 
them that the Committee of Safety wishes them to 
escape. 

Wabben. Xell them that we command them to 
escape, so tiiat they may serve their country io Con- 
gress. 

Beverb (going). I'll tell them, sirl Farewell, 
-gentlemen I 

Wabbeit. Good luck to yon Paul I 

Others. Good luck I Good luck I 
(^xit Rbtbbb, kasHly.) 

Thibd Citizen. If that brave gentleman sue- ' 
oeeda, the regulars will have the surprise of their 
lives before they reach Lexington, even. 

Seooiid Citizen. Indeed they will ! The ringing 
church beUs in every vill^e, and the bonfires on 
every hill, will tell the story pointedly. 

Wabben. Our signals of alarm have been well 
planned, but remember, there are only a few min- 
ntemen in Lexington — perhaps not more than a 
hundred. Will they be able to stem the attack ef 
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a diotuand well-tnuned soldiers nntil reinforcements 
reach them? It is a serious situation, gentlemen. 

PiBST CmzEN. It is a critical situation. Our peo- 
ple have beui most patient : thej have endured for 
a long time now the insults of the regulars. But if 
our leaders are arrested, their patience will be' at 
an end — the trouble will begin in earnest. 

(Mcpres»ion8 of approvtd from others. M^ter 
Pms — excited.) 

Fins. Grentlemen — the troopa hare gone I 

Wabben. By land or water ? 

Pitts. Bj water. They are b»ng rowed across 
the river now. 

Wabbbh. Has the sexton been told ? 

Pirra. Yes — he knows by now, and should be 
placing his lights. We can see the belfry horn here. 

{Crosses totoindoio; draws back ao'taiiu Others 
cross; look out) 

Wabben. It is all dark as yet— 
(Pause — all looking,) 

Sboond CmzBir. I hc^ there has been do mia* 
take — 

Wabssk. We can trust Nathaniel to remember 
about the lights. 

PiTTB. And Samuel ran to tell them the moment 
the soldiers embarked. 

FiBST Citizen. But snppose the £nglish have 
suspected that we will signiJ, and have placed thor 
iMn in the bdfiy? 
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Wasbxs. Such a thing might be poBsible. We 
can only pray it has not happened. 

Othkbs. Aye I 

(Popu»e— all watcUng. Suddenly they start.) 

All. The lights I The lights 1 

Wabbms. Yes — two lights shine in the belfry I 
Ood grant Panl Bevere may arrive in time 1 



ACT II 
Tnfx I Sanu niffht — midniffhi. 
Plaob: Leadngton^ Masaackuaetta, Some of thia 
Smtmnd Jonaa Clark. 



New CHA£A.cr£B8 

HONOBABLE JOHN HaKCOCK. Mrs. JoNAS ClABK. 

HoKOBABLE Sahdbl Adams. Follt Clark. 
Betehebid Jon ai Clabk. Ass Ci.abk. 

Captain Pabkkb. 



{In ^ Umng^oom. cere Mr. and Mrs. Clabk, 
ihevr two daaighters, Follt and Ajtn, of sixteen 
and taDebo9 years, and tkeir guests, Mr. Asamb 
tmd Mr. Hanoook. There is a dying Jire in the 
fireplace; the candles have httmed low, but this is 
unnoticed by occupants of room, who are listening 
eagerly to Adahs.) 

Adams (continuing). It viaa indeed a wonderful 
oonvmtion at Camluidge. Sveiy one was foil of 
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enthusiasm and hailed ivith delight die meeting of 
another ContiDental Congress. 

Clabk. Bat, Mr. Adams, are yon so certain that 
another Congress can meet ? King Creorge has for- 
bidden it. 

Adams. It irill meet despite the king's orders. 

Hancook. The king vill find that ve are not 
puppets to dance whenerer he pulls the strings. 

Mbs. CiiABK. But every delegate vill be in con- 
stant danger of arrest. 

Hanoook. It is more than a year since our first 
CongroBS, and no one has been molested. 

Adaub. The royal governors are finding out that 
America is a huge country inhabited mostly by 
Patriots. 

{Others laugh.) 

Clabk (seriously). Ton must confese, gentle- 
men, that this year conditions are different. Con- 
gress passed laws that were most obnoxious to Eng^ 
land, particularly those forbidding any trade wiUi 
Great Britain. And these lawa have been put in 
force by the other Colonies and adhered to by them 
with such fidelity that England baa felt the loss in 
her revenue. 

M^i. Clabk. And the royal govemom are better 
prepared to act. More troops have been sent over ; 
indeed, t^ere are thousands of British r^^ulara 
here. 

Adahb. We have our minntemen, irho have 



by Google 



A BBATE DEED BT BBATB MEN 229 

been secretlj drilled this long time, in antidpatdon 
of trouble. 

CiiABE. But tbej are not as well trained as tbe 
regulars who have made a profession of warfare. 
Nor have we any considerable supply of ammunition 
as jet. You do run a great risk, gentlemen. 

Adamb. It is a risk we must take, friends, or this 
land will never be free from oppression. We are all 
willing to give up oar lives. 

Hahoogk. That was a settled conviction with us 
when we first planned to bold a Congress. We ex- 
pected our property to be seized by England's agents, 
and ourselves to be taken to England for trial. 

AsAHS. Where they would treat as as criminals 
and hang us as swiftly as possible. But that did 
not deter us tiien, and will not deter us now. We 
are determined to better conditions in this land. 

Mrs. Glabk. You are all noble men I No wonder 
the whole country worships you, and g^vea you pro- 
cessions and feasts as yon make your joumey to 
Congress. 

Haitoock. We but do our duty, madam. 

Clabe. I should like to ask you one more qne»- 
tion — 

Mbs. Clabk (rising). Nay, Jonas, the hour grows 
late. It is now after midnight. 

Clabk (looking at clock and rising). Why, so it 
is I You must pardon me, friends. The evening has 
passed so pleasantly, I quite forgot the time. 
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Adamb. That does not matter, Air. Clark. There 
is nothing of greater interest to as than the present 
affairs of our coontrj. 

Hanoooe. I can assure jon of that, madam. 

Mb8. Cj^abk. But you must have rest if yoa are 
to go on to Boston in l^e morning. 

Hancock (jtmUing). We are still joung men, 
madam. 

Adahb. And equal to any emergency. 
(Jfr«. C1.ARK yields; aits. Clabe aiU.) 

Now, then, vhat was that question, Mr. Clark ? 

Clabk. What has become of that Tory who b«< 
trayed every secret of ike Congress last year? I 
^eak of Joseph Galloway. 

Adahs. His Tory sympathies are now known to 
us all and he has lost his former influence com- 
pletely. 

FoLLT. Oh, I am so gladl 

Ams. So am I ! I don't like Tories at all ! 

Adahs {leatgJdng). 1 see you young ladies are 
good Patriots. 

Mbs. Clabk. 'Tis said Dr. Franklin has left Eng- 
land. Will he arrive in time for Congress? 

Adahs. We are expecting him. I hope he will 
denounce England's unjust treatment of ns as 
strongly ' in Congress as he does in all his let^ 
ters. 

Hakoook. If he does, he will fan the flame into 
war. Boston is now a snwuldering fire. Any mo* 
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nent the firat shot may be fited — and then the 
confl^ratioD I 

Adaics. The fint ifaot irill never be fired by as. 
So if open rapture oomes. Congress cannot blame 
Massachusetts. 

FOU.T. Wben does Coogiess meet again, Mr. 
Adams? 

Adams. In jost aboat mm month trom now — 
May tenth, in the city of Philadelphia. 

Ami (thyly). Couldn't yon stay here with oa 
fill then, — you and Mr. Hancock? 

Adaus. Bless you, child, I wish we could t But 
ire must g^ back to Boston and prepare our work 
for Congress. 

Mbs. C1.A&K. At least, you need not go to-mor- 

lOW — 

Haetoooc. We must, dear madam, in spite of 
yooi kind insistence. 

PoLLT. Must you go bright and early ? 
Haboook (ri»ing). Bright and early, little maid, 
before yon are out of bed even. 
{All rise.) 
Clabk (looking at clock). It is near morning 
now. I '11 show yon to your rooms, friends. 
{Taket a ligkl&i candle ; starts off.) 
Guests (bowing to women). Good-night — 
Mbs. Ci^abk asp Qibu {curtsying). Good- 
night — . 

(Clabk, Adams, <md Haitcook go out.) 
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Mb8. CiiABK. Gome, daughters, bdu£E the can- 
dles. 

(Gfirls snuff amdles. Mrs. Culbk locks doors 
and toindotoa. She takes last lighted candle and 
starts off; girls follow.) 

Now, miDd, yoa don't lie awake to talk. We must 
be ap for an early breakfast. 

{They go to hall. Room is novo dark, exc^t/or 
firelight. Pause. Clock strikes one. Long pause. 
A horse is heard galloping in distance. Sound 
heard nearer and nearer. At last it is just ioith~ 
out.) 

YoiOB (shouting, off). Awake yon I Awake! 
Awake I 

( Vigorous pounding at door.) 

The Britdsh soldiers are coming! Look out for 
die British regulars I 

(Unter Clakk, Adams, Hancook, Mrs. C£.abk^ 
and girls, alarmed. Knocking rq)eated.) 

The regnlars 1 Open 1 Open I Open I 

(Ci^ARK <^etis door hastily. .£^<er Fauij Rhvkbbi, 
ditsty and tired.) 

Adahs. Why, 'tis Paul Bevere 1 

Rbtebe. British troops are coming to seize yon, 
Mr. Adams ! And you, Mr. Hancock 1 

CI.ABK. Have they left Boston ? 

Rbtebe. Yes — when I did. To avoid them, I 
was forced to come in a roundabout way. So they 
may arrive any minute — fully one thousand meu. 
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I gave the alarm as I came along. Listen ! Do ;ou 
hear those church bells ? 

{JTirough open door come sounds of ringing 
belU in distance. Then a bell rings close hy.) 

Mb8. Clabk. Thej ring the alarm to the people I 

Revere. And t^e troops will hear them and 
hasten theii march. You should go at once, gentle- 
men. 

Mbs. Clabk. Go — go — this instant 1 

Clabe. Quick t There is not a momeut to lose t 

Hakcock. I will stay and fight. 

Adams. And so will 1 1 

Bbtere. The Committee of Safety wishes jou to 
escape — 

Adams. I should feel I were a coward to ran 
away at such a time as this. 

Hakoook. I should not think of going. 

Revere. But the Committee wishes you to go to 
Philadelphia, gentlemen, and wait there for the 
meeting of Congress. 

Clabk. Let other men fire muskets — you are 
needed in Congress. Your duty lies there — to in- 
flaence the other Colonies to take np Boston's fight 
for liberty — to influence them to come to her aid 
if needs be I Go friends I Go — go — ■ I beseech 
you ! 

Rete^. The Committee commands it, gentle- 
men. 

Adams. Then we must obey, Mr. Hancock. 
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Hanoook. Yes, Mr. Adams, we mmt. The Com> 
mittee is the Patriots' govenunent. 

(Clabk brmga their hat$ and doaks. They take 
them and prepare to go.) 

Bbtbbk. Hasten across the fields to Wobum and 
thenoe to Philadelphia by stage. 

Clabk. May God protect and keep you I 

Haboooe. FareveU, my friends 1 

Mbs. Clabk {from doortoay). Go I Go I I hear 
the sound of marching in the distance I 

Betbbb. The . regolan are upon us I Go 1 Go 1 
There is no time for farewells ! 

(Adams and Hahoook go^ 

Rbtbbe (going). I must hasten now to ahurm Con* 
oordi 

(Exit BsvBRE, haatUy. Others cross to door to 
look after him. An instant oniy, and his horse is 
heard galloping a»aay. ) 

Clabk. It will Be a nurade if he escapes captoie. 

Mbs. Clabk. Polly — Ann — if the British voh 
diers oome here, we must not tell Ihem whic^ way 
our friends hare gone. 

Clabk. We mui^ be very careful. You had b^ 
ter aay nothing at all, girls. 

Polly. I shall not Bpeak if they question me. 

Ajtn. No, nor shall I. I promise you that, father. 

Mbs. Clabk (listemng at open door\. Listen! 
Now you can hear them plainly ! 

(Sound of marching heard in dutonce.) 
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Glabk. They are conuDg this way I 

{Sound of marching heard nearer. Faxtse — all 
listening — marching heard nearer and nearer.) 

Mbs. CiiABE. They are almost here I Close the 
door, Jonas ! 

{Mr. Clabk cloaea door.) 

They will enter our house and search it. Remem- 
faer, girls, you must not say one word I 
(i*0W8e.) 

Voice {off). Halt! 

{Knock at door.) 

Clabk. Who knocks? 

Voice. Parker [ Captain Parker in command of 
the Lexington minutemen ! 

Mbs. Clabk. Why, it is onr own soldiers 1 

Clabk {crossing). Tes — oarminatemen 1 
{Opens door.) 

Enter, Captain Parker t 

{Ihter Captain Pabkeb, a strong and stem 
veteran warrior of the French and Indian 
Wars.) 

How can I aid you, Captain ? 

Pabkeb. How far away are the regulars? Did 
the messenger say ? 

Clabk. He thought they were near — he sfud 
they might come any minute. 

Pabkeb. I shall assemble my men on the Green, 
then. 

{Exit hasUly. Others cross ; look out open door. 
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Sounds of marching men heard offy gradually grow- 
ing fainixr.) 

Mbs. CiiABK. How manj men has he? 

Clabk. Not more than a hundred. But they will 
soon have reinforcements. Even nov, hundreds are 
coming from every direction, akurmed by our sig- 
nals and Paul Revere. 

Mb8. Clabk. If our men can only hold the i^o- 
lars back for a time I 

Ci,ABE. I doubt if they attack our men. There is 
scarce a British of&cer vho wonld deliberately fire 
upon us — they know it would mean war, and would 
hesitate to begin it. 

Mbs. Clabk. Oh, I pray they will not I Mr. 
Hancock said that only one shot was needed. 

Clabk. Listen I The sounds of marching have 



Mbs. Clabk. They have reached the Green and 
have halted there — They are waiting for the 
British. 

{Pause — (dl listening. Suddenly a volley is 
heard. The girls scream. Mrs. Clabk covers her 
face.) 

Clabk (solemnly). The war has begun 1 
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ACT m 

SCENB U 

Tmb: 2776 ~ July g. 
Place : Fhiladelphia — State Souse. 



Kbw Chahactebs 
Chablks Thohbon, Secr^ary (^Philadelphia). 
HoyOBABLB Befjamin Habbison (Virginia'). 
HoNORABLB Thohas Jbffebson ( Virginia). 
HoNOBABLB Benjauin Fbanklin (Petmtylvania). 
HONOBABLE JoHN DICKINSON (Penneylvania). 
Honobablb Robbbt LnriKQSTON (iVW Fork). 
HoHOBABLB JOHN Adams (Mossachuaetts). 
HoyOBABLB Gbobob Kead (Delaioan). 
Honorable Edwabd Butledoe (South Carolina). 
HoKOBABU Chables Humphbets (Penneyhania). 
'Honobabi^ Lthan 'Raul (Oeorgia). 
Hohobablb Stephen Hofkinb (Rhode Island). 
Honobablb Rogeb Sbebmax (Connecticut). 
Honobablb John Withebspoom (Aino Jersey), 
Honobablb John Penn (iVbrtA Carolina). 
Hohobablb Thomas Willikq (Penntylvania'). 
COHGBBSSlCBr AND I>OOBBEEPBB. 



(The Continmtal Congreat is seen in eesaion. 
This is tfie continuation of the Seamd Continent^ 

> The OTfliiU of both J11I7 1 and S an awd in thU Se«na, Id ordn 
to maka tha itory eomplata. Strlet |>aTliaiiiaii(uj pnoMdingt an 
not followod beeauM of tbcu oomplioatioiu. 
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Congress. The Honorable John Hanoook occupies 
the President's chair. Chableb Thomson, SecrB- 
tary, is setited at one side of the platform. The 
thirte&* Colonies are represented by some fifty 
delegates.) 

Habbison {rising). Mr. President — 

Pbesident. Mr. Harrison — 

Habbison. I have the bonoT to report that the 
committee appointed to draw up a declaratioa of 
independence has accepted a declaration dravn by 
the Honorable Thomas Jefferson, and is now ready 
to submit this paper to Congress. 
{Great applause.) 

VoiOEs. No 1 No 1 

{President raps for order.) 

Dickinson. Mr. President — 

Pbesident. Mr. Dickinson — 

Diokikson. I object to the reading of this dec- 
laration until a vote has been taken on the resolution 
DOW before the House. 

Pbesident. Your objection is sustained, Mr. Dick- 
inson. Will the secretary please read the resolution? 

SECBJerAB.Y {rising cmd reading). Be it resolved : 
That tiiese United Colonies are, and of right ought 
to be, free and independent States; and that all 
political connection between them and the State of 
Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved. 

Pbesident. To the delegates from New Jersey 
who have but recently taken their seats, I will ex* 
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plain that thia resolation -was introdaced in Congress 
this year on the day of June seventh hy the Hon- 
orable Richard Henry Lee, of Virginia. It war 
seconded by the Honorable John Adams, of Massa- 
chnsetts. Are you ready for the question, gentlemen? 

Dickinson. Mr. President — 

FBBSiDEjrr. Mr. Dickinson — 

DiOKiNBOK. I consider that resolution dangerous 
to tJie best welfare of iioB country. If it is once 
passed it will cut ofE aH. hope of lecondliatiou with 
England. She will resist to the utmost, with all the 
strength of her powerful army and navy. Are we 
. prepared to meet her attacks? You know we cannot. 
Gentlemen, that resolution is dangerous and must 
be defeated. 

BtTFLEDGB. Mr. President — 

Pbbsjdent. Mr. Rutledge — 

BuTLEDOE. I heard the same questions asked by 
the same gentleman in Congress last year. *' We dare 
not war with England," he cried. " We are far too 
weak to resist her." And so on nntil he had almost 
frightened us. But let me ask yon, gentlemen, 
whether recent events have proved tJiese things to 
be tme? What happened in Massachusetts in the 
early morning of April 19, 1775 ? Yon know that 
story well. British troops shot with deadly aim at 
our minutemen in Lexington, and soon put them to 
flight, for they were only a hundred and faced one 
thousand regulars. Bat soon came reinforcements — 
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onr splendid militia oi Patriots. They svarmed from 
every countrj road — diey seemed to drop from the 
clouds even. The British could not withstand them 
and retreated in full run to Boston. 
(Loud applause.) 

Then in May came English reinforcements. And 
in May, also, Congress chose Colonel George Wash' 
ington, of Vit^nia, as oommander-in-chief of our 
Continental army. That was one year ago. Have the 
events of that tame distressed any Patriot as to the 
efBoiency of our American troops? General Wash- 
ington has driven the British soldiers from Boston — 
from Massachusetts — from all New England, in 
fact. They have embarked on their ships-of-war and 
have sailed away to Halifax. Does that show weak- 
ness, gentiemen ? Does that prove oar inability to 
meet the British troops ? 

YoiOBS {loith applause). No! No! 
(President raps for order.) 

Rbad. Mr. President — 

Pbbsideitt. Mr. Bead — 

Bbai>. Does the honorable delegate from South 
Carolina think tiie British will remain in Halifax? 
They will descend upon us later on and in greatly 
augmented numbers. I agree with Mr. Dickinson 
that we are far too weak to fight such a powerful 
enemy. We must make peace with England. It will 
not be difficult. I believe ^e will show us justice if 
we bat yield a littie. 
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WiTHKBSPOOH. Mr. President — 

Pbesidbnt. Mr. Witherspoon — 

WiTHEBSPOON. I should like to remind the gen- 
(Hemeo tliat for ten ye&n we have yielded — for tea 
years we have whined onr petitions at the foot of 
the throne, to be answered only with insolent scorn. 
Why, then, do these gentlemen hope for a recon- 
ciliation? Do those recent batUes of Lexington, 
Concord, And Banker Hill with their heaps of dead 
Patriots, ^ve them this hope ? Does the boming of 
our coast towns give it? Or perhaps they find it in 
his Majesty's legislation here in this land — perhaps 
in the oatting-o£f of our trade with all parts of the 
world — or in the seizure of our citizens for pre- 
tended offenses — or in the forcing of our citizens, 
seized upon the high seas, to bear arms gainst their 
country and to become the executioners of their 
fnends and relations. I will cite no more instances. 
It seems that the mere relating of Uiese few would 
prove them the acts of a tyrant, with whom an hon- 
<»able reconciliatioD is not possible. 
{Great applauee.) 

HuHFHRBTS. Mr. President — 

Fbesideiit. Mr. Humphreys — 

HuHPHBETs. Gentlemen, in spte of those facts 
just cited, I believe our petitions will be heard in 
time. His Majesty does not understand us. He does 
not aa yet comprehend that we have outgrown Colo- 
nial conditions, and need special legislation. But the 
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tiine vilt come when his Majesty will anderstand. 
And then will our petitions be answered favorablj, 
and a reconciliation will follow. I believe that firmly> 
gentlemen. 

Fbakkun. Mr. President — 

Fbbsidkkt. Mr. Franklin — 

Fbankuh. I hesitate to spoil Mr. Hnrnphreys's 
childlike faith in his Majesty, but I happen to 
know the king's feeling toward us. I had many con' 
versations with him in London, and I assure yon, 
gentlemeD, that he will never answer our petitions 
favorably— he will not answer them at all. He 
looks upon ns as rebels who must be severely pun- 
ished. And he will never give in, for it has become 
a point of pride with him. Then, if that were not 
BufGcieot reason, there aie others which would still 
make peace impossible. It is no secret that certain 
English lords, who are favorites at court, have found 
all honest resources insufiBcient to supply their love 
of excessive luxury. They plundered the East and 
now they have turned to the West and have begun 
to rob ns openly. The; have seized our estates ; they 
have taken our property on the high seas, and Par- 
liament covers their acts by special laws. Parliament 
has even dared to declare that thefts, burnings of 
houses and towns, and murders of innocent people 
committed by British soldiers, previous to the war, 
were just actions. Why, such acts are contrary to all 
principles of right, and all ideas of justice enter 
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tained hcTetofore bj every other natioD, savage as 
well as civilized. Do yoa, then, dedre peace under 
such intolerable conditions? It is impossible, gau- 
tlemen, if we be men of honor. 

(Great ajiplause.) 

Sauusl Adams. Mr. President — 

Fbbsident. Mr. Samuel Adams — 

Sauuxl Adahs. I question whether any man in 
this House desires peace so long as our citizens are 
arrested on flimsy pretexts and taken to England for 
trial. They are compelled by English law to prove 
their own innocence, but how are they to do this ? 
They are removed from their homes, and are taken 
far away from the witnesses who might be able to 
dear them. Many of these men are poor and unable 
to employ counsel. But tbey are straightway thrown 
into prison, and speedily forgotten. Can anything 
be more unjust? It is monstrous! It is infamous! 
And we will not endure it ! Were there no other 
cause for our separation from England, this -would 
be sufficient. No man should be declared guilty 
until his guilt is proven in a fair trial. Until then, 
tibat man must be held innocent! 
(Ajjplause.) 

That is our American principle, and a principle we 
should be willing to uphold with our Uves ! 
(Applause.) 
It is greater even than unjust taxation, because it 
deals directly with the lives of human beings. Shall 
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ve, then, rest content in the hope that some dftj 
in the far-off future thia infamous law shall be re- 
pealed? In the meantime American citizens are 
dying in English cells, miserable and undefended. 
We cannot wait, gentlemen I Humanity forbids it I 
We must declare for independence — here — now — 
to-day I 

(Sits. Great c^lause.) 
RxAD. Mr. Freaideot — 
Pbbbidsbt. Mr. Read — 

Read. We mnst find another way out of om* 
trouble. How can we dream of separation from En^ 
land I We are bound to her by ties we can never 
break. She is our mother country, gentlemen. 
Shbbhan. Mr. President — 
Pbesidbht. Mr. Sherman — 
Skbtcmatt. I, for one, am sick unto death of hear* 
ing that eternal reminder — " mother country." It is 
meant to be pathetic, but it is fast becoming a joke. 
England is not the mother country of the America 
of to-day. Not more than a third of our people an 
of English descent. The mother country o£ America 
is Europe I 

(Applauae and laughter^ 
DiOKiKBON. Mr. President — 
pBBsmENT. Mr. Dickinson — 
Dickinson. I would beg these gentlemen who are 
trying to thrust independence npon ns, to remember 
that connection with England is a continnal source 
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of security to oar Colonies. No other nation dares to 
attack ua — all know that England will come to oar 
aid. She will furnish her armies, her fleets, her sup- 
plies and great wealth to protect us from every 
enemy. Is that nothing, gentlemen ? Why, it is 
everything! It is life itself to as I Let her strong arm 
be removed and we would be iostantly seized by 
other nations, and quickly enslaved by them. Can 
there he any choice, gentlemen? Who woold not 
rather yield to England's claims — unjust as some 
of tbem are? We cannot expect to have her protec- 
tion without due return on our part. Let us, then, 
meet her demands. Let us make some sacrifice. That 
is the way to gain peace and everlasting security. 
That is the way and no other. 

{Sita. Applause from vnany.) 

Hopkins. Mr. President — 

Pebsidbnt. Mr. Hopkins — 

Hopkins. I question Mr. Dickinson's idea : that 
connection with England will bring us peace and 
security. Tt is far more likely to keep us at war eter- 
nally — and to ruin us financially. Europe will never 
he long at peace ; she has too many kingdoms. So 
whenever there is a war between England and any 
foreign power, that foreign power may invade our 
land as a dependency of England's. And if that does 
not happen, our commerce will go to ruin in any war 
of Great Britain's, because of our connection with 
her. In fact we gain nothing by submittiDg to hier 
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rule. We should declare our iadependence that we 
may be secure. 

{Sits. Continued ctpplause and cries of "Tea 
—yes.") 

WiLUNO. Mr. Presddent — 

Prebident. Mr. Willing — 

Willing. I should like to ask, Mr. Presideo^ 
whether an; of those gentlemea who applauded just 
now so heartily can tell us bow we are to fight our 
battles alone ? We have only a small army and no 
battleships at all. We have no arms, ammunition, or 
clothing. And still some of you shout for independ- 
ence! Independence, with such conditions as now 
. exist, would be onr ruin 1 

(Many applaud heartily^ 

JoHK Adams. Mr. President — 

PBBSiDBirr. Mr. John Adams — 

John Adams. We will not need to fight alone so 
long as France is England's enemy. She will come 
to our aid as another thrust to England. Bat she 
must first be satisfied that we mean to separate 
— she must see our declaration of independence be- 
come a living fact, and then she will furnish us with 
arms, ammunition, and supplies. Her king will send 
his fleets and armies to help us fight our battles. I 
predict that, gentlemen. 

{Cheers and great applause.) 

And then, gentlemen, we will not only gain inde- 
pendence, but we will take oar place among the 
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nations of this earth — oar own masters in everj- 
tbingl 

{Cheers and applause as before.) 

Sauuel Adams. Mr. President — 

FBBSiDBirr. Mr. Samuel Adams — 

Samuel Adahb. Independence is now within onr 
reach — we have only to declare it. Why, then, do 
we delay? Do ve mean to submit to laws recently 
passed by Parliament? Do we mean to give up the 
'war or to carry it od? And what shall we do ahoxA 
a certain matter of honor? One year ago we prom- 
ised to support General Washington, and sent him 
forth to the danger of war. Shall we, then, des^ 
him? Can we be so base, gentlemen? 

Voices. No I No I We cannot I 

Samuel Adams. Then the war must go on — 
that is a settled conviction. So why put off longer a 
declaration of independence? I tell you we must do- 
clare for it — here — now — to-day I 
{Sits. Great c^lauae.) 

Diokhtson. Mr. President — 

Pbesideht. Mr. Dickinson — 

DiOEmson. Suppose, Mr. President, that we do 
declare our independence to-day, and by so doing 
continue our war — can we count upon success? 
Consider, then, the result of our failure. We would be 
a conquered people and must needs take whatever 
punishment is given. It is an ugly prospect, gentle- 
men. I pray you to consider it carefully. 
{Many ^apUmd.) 
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LiriNOSTOir. Mr. Fiesideat — 

Pbbsidsnt. Mr. Livingston — 

LivmosTON. GentlemeD, Mr. DickiosoD is light. 
We cannot be sure of succesa. And defeat would 
make conditions a thousand times -worse than thej 
are. We should have to pay dearly for oar weak 
little flight of freedom. We must wait till ve are 
stronger. Then — if oar grievances be not redressed 
— then let America proclaim her independence and 
aasame her station among the powers of the world. 

Voices {toith ctj^lause). Yes I Yes 1 That is it I 
Wait I 

(President confers toith Secretary. Members 
talk together.) 

Sauukl Adahs (aside to John Adamb cmd 
FRASKUor). They are getting the best of ns, I fear. 
Their ai^uments appeal to the timid ones — even to 
Mr. Livingston. I confess I am alarmed. 

Franeuit. We must prevent the resolution from 
coming to a vote to-day. 

John Adahs. I seconded the resolution, so I wiH 
demand thy right to withdraw it for the present. 

Sahubl Adaus. You will be opposed fiercely} 
Mr. Adams. 

Fbankun. Try it, sir, and without delay, for no- 
less something unforeseen should occur to enlist 
tiie sympathies of all, Mr. Lee's resolution is doomed 
to defeat 

(President raps for order.) 
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John Adams. Mr. President — 

FBBSiDBirr. Mr. Adams — 

JoHH Adahb. The hoar grows late, and our dig 
cussioD would seem to be endlesa — as welt as fruit* 
less. Therefore, inasmuch as I did second the reso- 
lutzon, I claim my right to withdraw it for a time 
— until we have heard the report of Mr. Harrison's 
committee — the paper prepared by the Honorable 
Thomas Jefferson, of Virginia, on the subject of 
independence. 

(A dozen congressmen spring up instantly.) 

CoNGBBHSMEN. Mr. President I Mr. President 1 

pBsaiDEHT. Mr. Bead, of Delaware, has the 
floor. 

Bead. I object to the withdrawal of that resolu- 
tion now I Vfe are ready for the question 1 

YoiOBS. Question ! Question I 

{President rises; is about to speak when ike 
Doorkeeper hastens to him; gives him a letter and 
speaks with him aside. The President at once &e- 
comes very grace. He reads the letter hurriedly; 
rises. Exit Doorke^er.) 

Fbbbidbiit. Gentlemen — a messenger has just 
arrived from New York with news of the greatest 
import! I shall, therefore, for the moment, waive 
every rule of order. The British are advancing 
upon New York I 

{All show consternation.) 

Their fleet has appeared ofE Sandy Hook. And, 
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gentlemen, their anny haa been increased bj thoib 
sands of hired Hessians I 

VoiCBB (mdignantly). Hessians I 

FBBsmBNT {indigrumtly). TesI The king has 
hired foreigners to fire upon English subjects I 

VoiOEa. Shame! Shame! 

Fbankun. It is juat vhat one might expect of 
King George. Do his admirers still defend him ? 

Read. No! I condemn the king for this act I 
'T ts unparalleled in history 1 

Dickinson. It is no doubt a great ez^geration. 
We should wait a little — tUl we know the facts — 
before we condemn his Majesty. 

Fbesidbnt (toaoing open letter). This note from 
Greneral Washington confirms the report. His Ex- 
cellency is most indignant. He asks us to be assured 
that he will protect New York to the best of his 
ability. 

John Penn. Then New York will be saved if 
saving her is possible ! 

VoiCBS (toith c^lauae). Yes! Yest It will 1 It 
will! 

Pbbsidbkt. And now, gentlemen, I bare even 
worse news for you ! An attempt has been made 
upon the life of our beloved General Washington ! 
{ExclamatioTis of horror. Presidmt conUnuea :) 

The general is safe, I am happy and thankful to 
tell you, but the conspiracy was discovered none too 
soon. The plot was hatched by the Tory governor 
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of New York who has escaped to an English battle- 
ship. 

Samuel Adajsb. The Tory governor need have 
no fear, Mr. President, — England will protect him. 
In the light of these late and ugly facts, can any 
man here proclaim allegiance to King G^otge? 
Loyalty to him has now become treason to America I 
{Loud applauee.) 

John Adahs. It is hi^ time, then, to declare 
our independence. Mr. President, I call for Mr. 
Jefferson's paper — his declaration of independence I 

YoiOBS. Jefferson! Hear! Hear! Jefferson! 

Bead. Mr. President, I withdraw my former ob- 
jection to the reading of this paper. In the last few 
minutes, I have been tamed from a loyatist to a most 
ardent rebel. 

(Applause.) 

WiLUNQ. Mr. President, I, too, have been changed 
in a moment. Yon may add my name, gentlemen, 
to the list of rebels in this House. 

(Laughter and o^Zatue.) 

And I, too, call for Mr. Jefferson's paper. 

Pbbsidxnt. Let ns make it nnanimona, gentle- 
men ! Let us hang together I 

FRAiTKLiif. If we do not, we shall hang sepa- 
rately. 

(Laughter and applause^ 

Dickinson. Gentlemen — you are precipitate — 

VoiOBS. Jefferson 1 Jefferson! Hearl Hear! 
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Hall. Blr. FswideDt — 

Prbsidieiit. Mi. Hall — 

Hall. I move that Congreas at onoe resolve it- 
self into a committee of the whole to consider the 
Declaration of Independence drawn up bj Mr. Jef- 
ferson. 

(Seoeral delegates ymng up.) 

Dklbqatbs. Second the motion I Second the mo- 
tion I 

Fbebidsht. Yon have heard the motion. Are 
there any remarita ? 

Dickinson. Mr. President, I consider the reading 
of that declaration at this time a most unwise pro- 
eeediog. We are in a fever heat of excitement over 
the neirs we have heard — and in nofnune of mind 
to judge calmly. Will this declaration help ug in any 
way? No! It will simply excite to farther wrath 
— to war, perchance. And victory is too uncertain. 

Fraztkuh. life is uncertain, but we make the 
best of it while here. 

(Laughter and appUaue.) 

YoioiB. Question ! Questaoa I 

Pbbsidbnt. All in favor will signify in the usual 
way — 

VoiOBB {majority). Aye! 

President. Those opposed ? 

VoiOBS {few). Nay 1 

Pbebident. The motion is carried. Mr. JefEerson, 
we are ready to hoax your papw. 
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( There w great opptoiwe ow Mr. Jeffebsoit rises 
€md crosses to platform. Sets imintellectucUman 
of some thirty-two years; is unpreten^ous, but ele- 
gant and dignified.) 

Jbfvebson. Mr. President — Honorable Members 
of Congress — 

(Seadingjrom manuscript in a dear and beoM- 
tykU voice — ) 

"When, in the course of human events, it be- 
comes necessary for one people to dissolve the polit- 
ical bands which have connected them with another, 
and to assume among the powers of the earth, tiie 
Bq>arate and equal station to which the laws of nar 
ture and of nature's Qod entitle them, — a decent re- 
spect to the opinions of mankind requires that they 
should declare the causes which impel them to the 
eeparalion. 

" We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 
men are created equal ; that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain inalienable rights ; diat 
among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of 
Happiness. — That to secnre these rights, Govern- 
ments are instituted among Men, deriving their just 
powers from tiie consent <^ die governed. — That 
whenever any form of Government becomes destruc- 
tive of these ends, it is the right of the people to 
alter or to abolish it." 

YoioEs (loith great applause). Yes! Yes I 

(President raps for order. Curtainfallafor a 
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tnimiteto show lapse of time — some ticenty minutes, 
perhaps. It rises to show Jbffebson still reading.) 

Jeffbrsoit. ," We, therefore, the representatives 
of the United States of American in general Congress 
assembled, appeaHng to the Saprraoe Judge of the 
world for the rectitude of our inteotiooa, do, in the 
name and hj the aathorit;^ of the good people of 
these colonies, solemnly publish and deelare that 
these nnited colonies are, and of r^ht ought to be, 
free and independent states; that they are absolved 
from all allegiance to the British erevn, and that all 
political connection between them and the state of 
Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved ; 
&nd that, as free and independent states, ilttej have 
full power to levy war, conclude peace, contract alli- 
ances, establish commerce, and to do all other acta 
and things which independent states may of right 
do. And for the support of this Declaiation, wit^ a 
firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, 
we mutually pledge to each other our Kves, our for* 
tunes, and our sacred honor." 

(Sits. Long and enthusiastic a^lattse.) 

FRESiDBirr. You have heard the Declaration. 
What have yon to say, gentlemen ? 

DiOKiNBON. Mr. President, the charm of Mr. Jef- 
ferson's paper has not escaped me. It has a fine Ut' 
erary quality — its language is pleasing and mnsical. 
Its beauty of word and form have impressed each 
one of us deeply. But do not be misled by this, 
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gentlemen. Let not your eenses be tricked by its 
mnsieal notes — let not your ears be soothed by its 
rbytbm. Analyze its sentiments. Analyze them 
coldly. Consider what its adoption would mean I It 
vonld plunge the people of this land into utter and 
abject misery. Oar towns woold be burned, oar 
fi^i laid bare, and we ouiselres would be most like 
to die upon the scaffold. 

John Adams. Then let us die on the scaffold t 
Bat let us die Iree men, and not cringing slaves to 
England 1 

(Appiauae.) 

As for the people — they will not shrink from 
misery, nor from any sacrifice that will help to free 
them from the bated royal govemors. This declara- 
tion will give them fresh hope — it will inspire them 
with courage. They will rejoice when they hear the 
glorious news and declare this day blessed. They 
will set it apart from other days, and celebrate it 
with rejoicing. And when we and they are in our 
graves, this day will be remembered and hailed as 
the day of all days — a sacred day for Americans I 
Sirs, before God, I believe the hour has come 1 I 
beseech yoa to cast your votes for independence, 
gentlemen! Independence now — and independence 
forever I 

(Prolonged applause and great enthusiasm.) 

PsESiDBNT (after rapping for order). Are yoo 
ready for the vote, gentlemen ? 
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Voices (majority). Aye! 

Fbesidbnt. Will the secretary please take tlu 
ballot ? Gentlemen, ve will vote on Mr. Lee's resolur 
tion first. All those in favor, then, of these Coloniei 
declaring themselves as free and independent statei 
will signify by rising. 

(Many stand; Tnany remain seeded.) 



ScbneII 
TnOi; July^ — afternoon — taoo'dock. 
pLACK: Street in front of State HoagitfPhiladdfiua. 



Nbw Cbabacttebb 

BbLLHAIT. QdAKBB GiBU 

F1B8I BoT. QuAEEB Son. 

Sbcom) Bot. Fibst Yooth. 

Obntlehak. Second Youth. 

Ladt. Third Youth. 

FiBST Tort Woman. Pbofessoe. 

Second Tobt Wohait. Lawteb. 

Thibd Tobt Woman. Doctob. 

F1B8T Tobt Man. Doctob's Wife. 

Second Tobt Man. Lawter's Wife. 

Quae:eb Fatheb. Pbopessob'b Wife, 

quakeb motheb. grandson. 
People. 

(Street is crowded vnth people who gaze up at 
iellman in belfry of State House. Enter twohoys.) 

First Bot. Look I Look I There 'a the bellman, 
•ore enough I 
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Sbcohd Bot. I -voiider how long he has been 
there — 

Gehtlbhait (overhearing). Since half-past nine 
this momiDg, boja. He took his place in the belfiy 
soon after Congress convened. 

Sboonb Bot. Why, he has waited for hours ! It 
is almost two o'clock now ! 

FiBST Bot. Do yon think he will ring the bell 
to-day, mr? 

GxirrLEHAN. No one can tell that as yet, bat it 
is rumored that Congress is taking its final Tote 
now. 

Sboond Bot. I wonder why it takes them so long 
to decide. It would n't take me long to declare our 
independence. 

F1B8T Bot. I *d do it in a jiffy I 

QmrcLBUAs (laughing). Tou little Patriots onght 
to get close to the State House door, so you can be 
tiie first to see the messenger who will ^ve the sig* 
nal to the bellman. 

Laj>t (overhearing). The bellman has placed his 
grandson at the door, so the very instant the door- 
keeper opens the doors, the boy will nm out and 
ngnal. 

F1B8T Bot (excitedly). Come on, Silas! Come 
on to the door ! , 

(Boys diaappear in crowd. A group of Tory 
men and women enter.) 

Ladt (to gentleman). Do yoa see those people 
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who have jnit come ? Thef are Tories, every ouct of 
them. 

QvstlbisjUX. Then we irill ntoTe on. I m^t aay 
somedmig aDplaannt. 

{They disappear in croiod.) 

FiBOT ToBT WoHUir. It will he settled aooa, I 
suppose — one way or another. 

Sbooitd Tobt Wouur. They will nerer declare 
for independence. There are too many delegates 
against it. 

FmsT Tobt Mas. Diekinsoii would never Tote 
for it Neither would Read, nor Willing, nor Hnm- 
phreys. And they ue all inflaential men in Con- 
gress. 

Seoohd Tobt Max. Yon forget those shrewd 
Adamses and Dr. Franklin. They are wonderful 
politicians. 

FiBST Tobt Hut. Bat there are many memhen 
who are afraid at consequences. Something very 
onusoal would have to occur to persuade them to 
vote for independence. 

Tboo) Tobt Woman. And nothing unosoal has 
oocured — 

FmsT Tobt Man. I tell yon they won't dare cut 
oS this country from Kagland f They will think too 
much of their own necks when it comes to the final 
vote. 

(Others murmur assent. They ail pass on. Unier 
some Quakers, father, mother, daughter, and son.) 
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QuAKBB GiKii. Tbee must look, mother, fatiiwl 
The bellman ia in the belfry I 

MoTHEB. Why, 80 he is 1 Dost thee indeed think 
CongreM will declare for independence, Jeremiah 7 

Fathbb. I hope not. It would mean war — and 
war is forbidden by our Quaker £aith. 

SoH (a mainly boy of gixteen). But it we must 
defend ourselves, I would be willing to enlist, father. 

Fathhh. No, thee shalt not enlist. No Quaker 
aan bear arms and kill. 

Son. General Washington will need as all if tin 
British come back to attack as. 

Fathke. We wilt give him money and food per- 
haps, but thee oanst not go to war, son. 

{They pasa on. Some young men enter.) 

WiBBT Youth. The report is true I There 's the 
bellman, waiting I 

Sbcohd' Touth. T hope with all my heart that 
the bell will ring to-day 1 

"Brnwr Youth. And so do 1 1 But it will mean 
war aa well as indepeodence. 

Third Youth. I am ready for war I I would en- 
list under General Washington at once. 

Sboohd Youth. And so would I ! 

Others. And 1 1 And 1 1 

( They pass on. Enter a group of distinguished 
professional men with their wives.) 

I^orsssoR. What a glorious day this will be 
when that bell rings 1 
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IiA.WTEB. GloriouB for all America 1 

Doctor. Glorious for ever and ever 1 

Othbbs. Yes — yea! Forever! 

DooToa's Wipe. Look I Look t The doors to the 
State House are opening 1 

Lawyzb's Wifb. a boy is running out — 

Pbopebsob'b Wifb. It is the bdlman's grandson I 
Look 1 He is waving his arms 1 

(A boy Tuna from State House to point in s^eet 
where Bellman can see him. Me is wooing his arms 
excitedly.) 

Boy (shouting). BingI Ringl Bingl 

(Bellmanringsbell. Orowd shouts, cheers,toaoes 
hats and handkerchiefs — wild with delight. Soon 
the roar of cannon is heard; bells ring in all parts 
of dty, but above all is heard the cry of the joyous 
people.) 

Feopo:. Independence! Independence! Harrahl 
Hurrah! Hurrah! 
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THE MAN WHO BORE THE BURDEN 

OB 

GENERAL OEOBOE WASHINOTON 

ACT I 

Scene I 
Time : December US, 1776 — dusk. 
Plaob: Log house at McConkei/'s Ferry ^ Ddaware 
Jiivert on Peraiaylvania ^de. 



G-BKBRAI. GeOBQB WASHmOTOH. GeKEBAL StBFHBH. 

General Soixitak. Ordeblt. 

General Greene. First Boathah. 

General Knox. Second Boatmah. 

General Stirlinq. Third Boatman. 

General Mebcee. Fourth Boatman. 



{A room devoid of any furniture is seen. 
Through a smcUl window is seen falling snow. 
Enter four hocdmen — yoimg Con;Unental soldiers. 
They shake snow from fiats and cloaks.) 

First Boatman. We '11 never be able to cross the 
river this night, bo^s. The current is running too 
strong. 

Second Boatuaxt. And ice is fonuiDg rapidly. 
The river is full of it now. 
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TmBS BoikiHAB. Tea, and the vind is nsiogt 
Think o£ getting the artillery across, wUl 7011, id 
sueh a itotxu aa this I 

FouBTH BoATUAM. It 's out of the questioD, I 
say. We could o't see to steer. 

F1B8T BoATiuxr. OoQeral Washington viU have 
to postpone his attack on the British. 

FouBTH BoATUAH. Isdeed he willl He can't 
fight the elements. 

Second Boatman (looking out window). It has 
begun to sleet oov. It 'a Tegular Chriatmaa weather. 

Tbibd Boatman. It's fine for Santa Glaus! 
(Others laugh.) 

Sbcond BoA.'mAsi. We might hang up oar stock- 
ings to-night. 

FiBST Boatman. The British will fill them bjr 
moniiflg, if ^ keeps on freeing like tius. 
(Others laugh.) 

FotntTH Boatman. All they need is a bridge of 
ice, and they '11 have us — stockings and all. 

(Enter Orderly, covered with snow. Boatmen 
ac^itte.) 

Obdbblt. An order from Oeomd Washington! 
The boats are to be made ready at onoel 

FiBST Boatman. We can't cross m this stoim, 
OfBcu-. Thecurtentistoostroog — tbe boats would 
be crushed by the ice. 

Obdbblv. You are certain yon eonld not manage 
them? 
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TiMST BoxCHAjr. It would be veiy daogeroiu. I 
should advise against it. 

Okdjoox. I Till n^ort to Geneml Waifaington. 
(Exit ha$tUy.) 

¥wsT BoATHAX. The general wUl be disappointed. 
He has bem planning this long time to attack the 
British on Chnstmas ni^it. 

FotTBm BoATiUfl. Everjrthing teems to beagainst 
faim of late. If it isn't the weather, it's some of 
iaa own offioen. I guess you know what I mean, 
boys. 

TsisD BoATHAH. We know well enough — it's 
the talk of tike whole camp. Here's General Gates 
who ought to assist General Wadiington in this at- 
tack, pretending he is sick and going off somewhere 
to rest. 

Vtaffi BoAraiAS. He 's not sick any more Uian I 
Ami 

OmsBs. Certainly not ! Of course he is n't t 

Sboohd BoATHAV- And why isn'tGeneralGharies 
Lee with General Washington now? I know for a 
fact that his Exoellenoy has sent for him repeatedly, 
but he stays away on scmie pretext or another. 

FouBTH BoATUAir. It's my opinion that Gates 
and Lee think General Washington wUl be beaten 
in diis attack, and so they have planned to be out 
of it. They don't want their names connected with 
* failure. 

XbtST BoATUAV. They ought to stay with him no 
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matter what comes, and win or lose with him to the 
end. 

OrHBBS. That's it! Of coarse thej should! Of 
conrse 1 Of course ! 

(Reenter Orderly. Boatmen Botute.) 

Obobblt. (General Washington npeats his first 
order ; you will have all the boats launched at once. 

First Boathan (astonished). In spite of the 
storm? 

Obdeblt. In spite of everything I The general is 
coming with his officers to watch the boats put off. 
He himself will cross in the last boat. So make 
ready, boys I Make ready ! 

FmsT BoATUAS. We '11 do our best, Officer. 

Othicbs. Aye ! We will I We will 1 

(They go. Pause. Orderly shakes snow from his 
clothing. Enter Genial WAsmNOTOir and Gen- 
erals SuUiiTAN, Gbbbne, Knox, Stibijno, Mbbobb, 
and SrsPHBN. All wear cloaks over their uni- 
forms. Qenercd Washhtoton is a noble and hand- 
some man of forty-four years ; carries himself 
gracefully and vnth dignity; is gtiiet and reservedy 
but courteous and Hnd; treats his ojicers with def- 
erence. They show great reject and affection for 
him.) 

Oedbely {sdluHng). The boats will be ready 
presently, General Washington. 

WASHmoTOif. Let me know the instant they are 
laonehed. The troops are waiting now to embark. 
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(Orderly salutes. Exit. WABmNoroN turns to 
officers.) 

CreDtlemen, I realize that I am taking a great risk 
to cross in this floating ice, and I shall no doubt 
be bitterl;^ criticized for it if ve are defeated. Bat 
I shall bear all the blame. 

Gbebne. You need not do so, General Washing 
ton \ we are with you heart and soul. 

Othkbs. Yes I We are I We are t 

Washington. I thank you, gentlemen, for your 
support. And I believe you feel with me that there 
is no other course possible, unless we wait in our 
tents to be captured by the British. 

Stirling. They would have had us by now, if 
your Excellency had not ordered all the boats de- 
stroyed for miles up and down the river. 

Sullivan. They will be certain to attack us aa 
soon as the river freezes over. 

Subung. And that will not be long from pres- 
ent indieatdons. 

Wabhinoton. In two days, or less, they would 
be upon us with aU their troops in New Jersey. The 
British and Hessians at Trenton would be joined 
by all the other detachments, and defense would he 
useless ; they would so far exceed us in numbers. 
And then would come our surrender, and the end of 
our hopes for independence. 

Meboeb. We might retreat again — 

Washinoton. True, we might. General Mercer, 
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bat that would be aa fatal to our cause as surteDder. 
The people have lost confidence in us. Six months 
ago, after our victory at Boston, they hailed us as 
their deliverers from the hated yoke of England. 
Now they weep in de^)air. They have Been us de- 
feated time after time by the British. They have 
seui us retreat from New York and from town to 
town in New Jersey — ever fleeing before the enemy 
as if we feared to meet them. 

Knox. Do they expect our little army of sick and 
half-starved men to face a powerful British force of 
able-bodied soldiers ? 

Washinqtok. They do not understand the con- 
ditions, General Knox. The newspapers are full of 
criticisms a^inst me, and Congress, even, asks why 
we retreat. la vain have I explained that we must 
save what men we have, in vain have I asked for 
more men. They will not enlist — their former con- 
fidence is gone. And until it is restored, there will 
be no more enlistments. So we most attack tiie 
enemy, gentlemen, or the cause of liberty, which is 
BO dear to us all, is lost and gone forever. 

SriBLiKa. I agree with you. General Washington, 

Gbbgnb. I endorse your plans most heartUy. 

Othbbs. And 1 1 And 1 1 And I ! 

Stbiphbn. We coold never have a better time 
than this Christmas night. The British and Hessians 
will no doubt be making merry until morning. 

WASHtHGTON. For that reason I hope to reach 
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Trenton verj soon after midnight, while they are 
still celebrating. To be ture ve will have nine miles 
to march after we cross the riTer, but I think we 
can make it. 

StTLUTAK. They hold as and our ragged men in 
such contempt there will probably be bat few gnards 
posted. 

Knox. They do not anderstand that one Patriot . 
fighting (or his country and home is worth a dozen 
paid Hessians. 

Gbbehb. I believe we will so take them by ant- 
prise they will become bewildered, and imagine they 
are attacked by thousands upon thousands. 
{Others laugh.) 

Washikqton. Yes, gentlemen, we can be of g^d 
cheer. We will miss the services of General Gates 
and General Charles Lee, who are constrained to be 
absent, but we must succeed witiiout them. If we 
win this fight the tide will be turned in our favor, 
and the caose of the revolution will he saved for a 
time. What better Christmas gift could we make to 
our friends ? What better to all America? We must 
win victory — it is a glorious opportunity I 

0TBEBis(enthusia8tically). Yes — yest We must! 
We must 1 

{^fer Orderly.) 

Obdsblt (saluting). The boats are ready. Gen- 
eral Washington, and the troops have come from 
the camp. 
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WASmHaTOH. Come, gentlemen I 
{Officers stand aside and salute Genial Wash- 
mQTOS as he pastes out. They follow, quickly.) 



Scene II 



TniB : ChriBtmaa night — midnight. 
Pi^Ce: l^enton. New Jertey. Headquarters qf Brit- 
ish o^er in command in a handsome Tory 



Kbw Chabactebs 
Colonel Rux. Thibd Man. 

F1B8T Offices. Fib8T Wobiam. 

Second Ofhcee. Second "Woman. 

Thibd Officek. Thied Woman. 

FoCKTH Officeb. Foukth "Woman. 

F1B8T Man. Fifth Woman. 

Second Man. Hessian Soldier. 

Tories, Officebs, Continental Soldiebs. 



{A Christmas party is in full awing in the large 
and handsomely furnished dining-room. There is 
a Christmas tree gay toith lighted candles and 
British flags. Around a long table blaadng toith 
candles f sit a number of British officers in their 
scarlet uniforms, and several Tory men and 
women. They are richly dressed, women wearing 
Jewels. All are talking and laughing gayly.) 
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Ball (rising; lifting glctas). And now, ladies 
and geDtlemen, I drink to your health, and wish 
you all a very merry Ghnstmas ! 

Othebs. Merry Christmas 1 Merry Christmas 1 
(Drink to toast sitting.) 

FiHST Otfiobb (rising; lifting glass). Brother 
Officers, I propose a toast to the friends who wel- 
comed as when we arrived — the friends who have 
taken us into their homes — who have treated us so 
royally — the friends who are patterned so after our 
own hearts — in other words, good Tories I 

(Applause and laughter. Officers rise and drink 
to toast; they sit.) 

FiBST Mah (rising; lifting glass). Good Tories, 
a toast to the king's own officers 1 Let us drink to 
the health and wealth of our gallant Colonel Ball 
and bis gallant brother officers I May they receive 
as a belated Christmas gift the entire Contineutal 
army I 
(Applause and laughter. Tories drink sitting.) 

Ball (rising; lifting glass). And now the chief 
toast of the evening — To the health and happiness 
of his Majesty King Greorge, Monarch of Great 
Britain and America ! 

(AU stand and drink to toast.) 

Comenow, friends, to the Christmas tree I There's 
a British flag for every one I 

(AU cross to tree. Officers give British flags to 
Tories who wttuc them aloft.) 
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li^BaT WoHAK. I would that G«orge Wtwfaington 
conld be forced to ware a Britudi flag with us to- 
night I 

Ball (lightly). I ^ould like to oblige you. 
Madam, but we can't yety well tviug him over to- 
night — th« weather is too ioolemeDt. It ^laU be 
done to-morrow. 

Sboosd Wohak. Will joa iu truth attack him 
to-morrow? 

Rau.. Perhaps. It all depends on the weather. 
If the river freezes over we ^lall cross, but there is 
no huny. They can't get away from us this time. 
We have them at our mercy. 

FntsT Has. It is to be hoped you will rout them 
completely. 

Ball. We will cnuh them out of enstesoe. 
Why, this revolution is really at an end now. Our 
commander, Lord Comwallis, has arrai^ed to go to 
Bngland. So yon can see by that what he thinkB 
about it. 

TmBD WoHAN. Do you think Washington wil] 
•nrrender. Colonel Rail ? 

Rall. Be must We have more men Mid are be1>- 
ter prepared for war. His Continentals are not real 
soldiers — they are nothing but fanners and fisher* 
men — we hold them in contempt. I fully expect 
them to run away as soon as we cross the river. 

FouBTH Woman. Then, of eourse, you have only 
to take them when you see fit. 
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Ball. Freinsely. And then on to Philadelphia to 
capture that Contineiital Congress — that wonderful 
American Parliament! 

(Others laugh.) 

Fifth Womah. Will you imprison tie Congreas- 
ni«n? 

Rall. No, Madam, we will hang them. 

Sbcomd Mak. It is severe, but they richly deterve 
it for their disobedience to King George. 

Sbcoio) OFfiOHB. What a queer idea they have of 
wantiDg to sit in our Parliament I They do not seem 
to ondwBtand that they are nothing bat Colonists. 

Thied Offioeb. And now their sodIs are poQ- 
■esaed with another queer thought. Th^ think they 
can set up an independent nation here — a sort of 
United States of America. The very idea is laughable. 

FotTATH Offiobb. It Is most absurd I 

Thibd Mas. It can never be accomplished. We 
Tories will fight against that with every meuis in 
oar power. 

Ball. King George will reward you richly. The 
highest offices will be given to you, and you can have 
yoer choice of the i«bel estates> their houses and all 
their belongings. 

FiKBT WouAN. It is said General Washingtcm 
owns a beautiful place in Virginia on the banks of 
the Potomac. 

First Man. It is magnificent— I have seen' it. 
There are acres upon acres of fertile land and a 
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house that is a manBioo. The place is called Moant 

Vernon. 

Raua It would be a rich prize for some English 
officer. But ve viU divide up their estates later — 
after this party is over. 

(Othera laugh. Enter mvsicums playing dance 
music. RAiiL bow$ to First Lady.) 

May I have the pleasure, Madam ? 

{All take partners, and dance Virginia Reel 
vnth much laughter and merriment. Suddenly a 
shot is heard, follmoed by a volley. A door is 
opened violently, and a Hessian soldier rushes vn, 
frightcTied.) 

SoLDiEB. To arms 1 To arms I The enemy 1 
(Officers and Tories stand stupefied.) 

Ball. What ! The enemy — 

SoiJ>rKR. They Me here — here in the town I 

There are thousands upon thousands of them I 
They crept upon us unawares — the pickets did not 
see them. 

Ball. To arms ! To arms I 

(Oncers draw swords and ruah forth, followed 
hy soldier. Another volley is heard, then the boom 
of cannon. Tories huddle in comers, frightened. 
Pause. Mrst Officer rushes in.) 

FiBST Officeb. Fly 1 Fly for your lives ! The 
enemy is everjrwhere 1 

(Mushes out Second Woman starts to door. 
Mrst Man seizes her.) 
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ViaarMAX. We can't escape now — weihonldbe 
eaaght between their fires. 

(Boom of cannon heard — then volley after vol- 
ley. Tltm silence — an intense silence.) 

TmBD Woman. Tell me — what does this silence 
mean I 

Second Mas. It must be that one side has ava- 
rendered. 

FouBTH WoKUi. I pray it is not the British I 

Fifth Wobun. Therebelswouldsendostoprison. 

{JEnter Bali., wounded. He is supported by two 
of hia officers^ and followed by others. Enter Genr- 
erai Washihgton and kin g&terais, Orderlt/f and a 
guard of soldiers.) 

WASHmoTON. Gentlemen, you are our prisoners 1 

Ball {with feeble voice). We surrender — 

{Sands hie *word to Washihoton, who takes 
it and then returns it to him. Rall shows surj^rise 
and delight. Other BriUsh officers give vp thtir 
arms to Orderly^ who hands them to soldiers.) 

Wabhinoton. Colonel Ball, you are suffering, so 
I will not detain you. Only give me your word of 
honor to come to my camp as soon as you have re- 
covered. 

Ball. I give you my word of honor. 

Washihoton (to Orderly). Attend bim, please, 
and do not leave him till he has a surgeon. Colonel 
Ball, I hope you will soon be well. 

{Off'ers his hand. Ball grasps U.) 
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Raul. I tbank ]roa, General Waslung^n. Yoa 
have treated me witb a kiodnesi I shall Dever foigefe. 
{IbAt, leaning upon Orderly.) 

"Wabhingtok (to British qfficert). You will go to 
onr camp, geotlemen, on the other ud« of the river. 
Attend to it, General Sullivan. 

(SuLUTAjr motions to sold/iera. They cross to 
prisoners and stand on guard.) 

You maj depart at once, GeueraL 

(SuLuvAv goes with prisoners and guard. 
Wabhikoton turns to Tories.) 

Aa for joa who should be lo^l to your country, 
but who are her worst enemies, I have do words tor 
my contempt. I give you thirty days to renotinee 
your allegiauce to King George and to proeleim your 
loyalty to these United States of America. If, apon 
the expiration of that time, you have not obeyed, yon 
•hall he considered as enemies; your property shall 
be seised, and you shall be tried for treason. Got 

(Tories get wrt^s hurriedly and go out Wash- 
iFOTOir turns to hit officers.) 

This is 8 i^riouB day, gentlemeii 1 The tide is 
turned^— the oanse of the revolution is saved I 

Ofeicebb. Aye ! It is ! It is I 

WASHnroTON. You have supported me bravely, 
officers. My heart is overflowingwith gratitude. But 
I will speak of this anon. Now we laait depart. 

(Officers step aside, saluting Wabhutotoh as he 
passes oiit TheyfoVmo.) 
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ACT II 
TvtE: 1778 — New Tear' % Day. 
Place : Valley Forge, Pennsylvama — ttotnty mUet 
from Philadelphia. General WaalUnffton'a 
headquarters in oemp of Continental army. 



New Cha&actebs 

LlEDTEyAMT-COLOHEL HahiltON. 

B&iqadieb-Oenebal Watnb. 

BBIOADIEB-GSHitRAI, SCOIT. 
BBIQADIEB-GENEaU FoOB. 

Majob-Gembbal Lafatxitb. 
John Ckaig. 
General Vabnuu. 

OeHERAL HCNTINOTOir. 

Genebal McIntosh. 
Obnebal Charles Ler. 
First Obdeblt. 
Second Obderlt. 
' Mbb. Hush Febquson. 



(Interior of a large field tent ia seen. A fire 
iumt M a small stove, but the tent seems cold and 
cheerless. There ia a cot, a table, and several cang) 
chairs. lAeutentmt-Colonel Hamiuton is writing at 
table. He is twenty-one years of age ; is brillumt; 
impetuous. Enter an orderly.) 

Obdeblt (saluting). Colonel Hamilton — , 
HAM^.TON (continuing work). Well — 
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Orbeblt. a man wishes to see General Wash- 
ingtoD. 

Hamilton. The General ia engaged. 

(Exit Orderly. Pause. Hamilton writes. Enter 
Orderly, acdutes.) 

OsDBBLT. The man insists, ColoneL He ea-ya he 
has an important message. 

Hamilton. Who ia he ? 

Obdbbly. He says his name is Craig — John 
Craig. 

Hamilton (interested). Ah I Admit him, Orderly. 

(Exit Orderly. Pause. Enter John Craio, a 
keen-looking young man of twmty-five. He wears 
citizen dress. Hamvios rises; bows. Craio bows.) 

Cbaio. I expected to see General Washington. 

Hamilton. He is going through the soldiers* 
quarters to see if the men are comf ortahle this bitter 
day. Can you not give your message to me? X am 
the General's aide-de-camp. 

Cbaio. The message is for General Washington 
alone. X will wait. 

(Crosses to stove.) 

It is indeed a bitter day. Colonel. The winter is 
nnnsually severe. 

Hamilton. 'T is especially hard on one of yoor 
profession. 

Cbaio (calmly and undisturbed). My profession I 
What mean yon by that? 

Hamilton (amUing). I knew yon the moment I 
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•aw yoa, though yon have changed your name in 
the mean time. 

Craio (as before). Toa speak in riddles, Colonel. 

HAHiim>H. Your. name is Thomas Dart, and yon 
are a spy in the General's service. In fact, you have 
just come from Philadelphia, whither General Wash- 
ington sent you to find out what yon could abont 
the British force. 

Cbaio (smiling). I confess. Colonel, I am guilty. 

Hamilton. What is the latest news from Phila* 
delpbia and Congress? 

Ckaio. There is still much talk over the surrender 
of the British army in the north to General Gates. 
He is being hailed aa a hero, even by members of 
Congress. 

Hauiltoit (indignantly). They should be re- 
proving bim for his insulting treatment of General 
Washington after his victory was won. He reported 
his triumph to Congress, forsooth, instead of his 
commander-in-cbief. It makes my blood boil to re- 
call it. 

Craio. He takes every opportunity to make him* 
self seem a hero. 

Hamilton. And Greneral Washington is being 
discredited ! 

Cbaio. I regret to say it. Colonel, but the gen- 
eral is being openly condemned for allowing the 
British to occupy Philadelphia. 

Hamilton (hotly). And how was he to prevent 
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it? Is he Dot hampered at every step bj lack of men 
and provisions? To be sure, the vict(»y at Trenton 
raised men's hopes lor a time, and there were many 
milistments. But a few revu^es broo^t thiDgs 
back to where they were. And now conditions are 
worse than ever. But you know tbi^ for yourself, sir. 

Ciuia. I do, Colonel. I was ind%nant beyond all 
words when I found that Congfreaa was beii^; told 
that your men were in splendid condition and that 
your force equaled that of the British. 

HAHiL'tON. Could anything be falser? Splendid 
eouditioQ, indeed I When we came to this camp two 
weeks ago, you could trace our path by the blood- 
atained snow. Thiee thousand men marched with 
naked feet, and with scarce a coat among them. 

Ckuo. It is pitiful.. No other man could have 
k^t an army together under such circumstances. 
But they are saying that the war would have ended 
long ago had Grates been commaDder^-ohief . 

Hamiuios. It was Greoeral WashiogtOD who 
planned Gates's campaign in the north. He sent 
Chites his own best troopi and officers, and urged 
men to enlist. And this is the way he is rewarded. 

Craio. And that is not all, Colonel. Qeneral 
Charles Lee has been complimented by Congress 
and is on hia way to Valley Forge. 

Hamii;ton (a$ton%$hed and indignant). Whatl 
Charles Lee coming here — I Now does my wrath 
explode, iodeed I Congress knew that Chariea Lee 



by Google 



THE fiUJf WHO BOBE THE BUBDEN 281 

baiod to appear at Treoton, though commanded by 
General Washington to come. 

Gbaio. It seema t^at he pleaded his ct^tnte by 
the British, prior to tha fight. 

Hamilton. He allowed himself to be eaptorad I 
He vas three miles away irom his men accompanied 
only by an orderly. He hoped to veaken Wash- 
ington's force and mak» victory impoaaible. And 
Gates pleaded ill-heidth and the General excused 
him. We foand out afterwards that he went straigbtr 
way to C<Higress to complain of something or other. 

Cbaio. Giates and Lee are both Englishmen, and 
are impatient at being outranked by General Wash- 
ington. 

HAHiLTOir. And each one ia tiiirstiDg for the 
General's place at the head of die army. That is 
known to all our officers. 
' Ciuia. Does General Washington suspect them? 

Hamilton. If he does be says nothing. But ha 
is very despondent of late. He talks little and never 
smiles. He is weighted down with die grave re- 
sponsibilities of these sad times. He is making a 
sacrifice of his life and it is n't appreciated. 

Cbaio. I should think the fact that he pledged 
bis entire estate to pay the steers would prove his 
patriotism beyond all doubt. 

Hamilton. Aye, it should t And at the very be- 
ginning of the war he refused to accept pay for bis 
services. 
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(Enter Gmeral Washinoton, unobaerved. Ham- 
ilton continues indignantly:) 

But it seems that it is not uioiigh that he should 
have the British to fight — he must be assailed by 
eoemies vithin 1 

WASHmoiOH. Why, what has happeoed. Colonel? 
You seem to be indignant 

(Hamilton and Cbaio how.) 

Hamilton. I beg yoar pardon, General, I have 
heard unweloome news. General Lee is returning. 

Washinoton. I have just received a letter from 
Congress saying General Lee would arrive to-day. 
Please ask the officers to come for a council, Colonel. 
Ask them to come at once. 

(Hamilton bowa aasent. Exit. Washinoton 
offers kia hand to Cbaio.) 

I am glad to see yon, Mr. Dart, — I am glad to 
see you safely back. Yon went on a dangerous jonr* 
ney. 

Craio. I was willing to take the risk, GeneraL 

Washington. Come, be seated and tell me what 
you have learned. 

(They Ht by stove.) 

Cbaio. The British army in Philadelphia is 
stronger than ever, GeneraL They have now nine- 
teen thousand men. 

Washikoton. Yon are ooiaiu of that number? 

Cbaio. Absolutely. 

Wabhinoton. What about their fortifications? 
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Cbaio. They are exceedingly strong. The river is 
protected by batteries and ships of war. The city is 
snrroonded by at least ten redoubts, connected by 
strong palisadeg. 

WASBisaTON. Are all the approaches guarded ? 

Cbaig. They ar^ General, and the discipline is 
strict. 

Wasbikotoh. It would be imposmble to sorprise 
them, then ? 

Cbaio. Yoa would lead yonr men to destruction. 
I am so certain of all my statements. General, that 
you may discredit any one who advises yon to attack. 

Washikgton. I thank you, Mr. Dart. Yon have 
been a faithful agent — I have complete confidence 
in yon. Now taka some rest and refrrahment. You 
may then begin a watch upon the farmers in tlus 
vicinity. They refuse to sell us their corn though 
they know my men are half starved. I suspect them 
of being Tories and of selling their com to the 
British. 

CoAiQ. I 'U find out, General. I know a mill I 
can watch to-ni^t. I have suspected the miller my- 
self. 

Washinoton. Be cautious, Mr. Dart, and do not 
expose yourself needlessly. 

Cbaio. Thank you, General Washington. 

{Bows. Exit. Pause. WASHiiraTOK shows he is 
troubled. Enter Hamilton.} 

HamUiTON. General Washington, I must tell you 
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fraokly that the officers are fnrknu that Chailei Lee 
is coming among as agtun. 

Washikoton. I feared they would be. But we 
mnst avoid trouble Id oar military family, my boy, 
even at the expense of Our private feelings aad dia- 
likes. 

{Enter officers. They how to ike General vn,th 
respect, but ekov) indignation.) 

GeDtlemeo, be seated, please. 

(Officers sit. WASBuroTON sits at tahle facing 
ihem.) 

My friends, it would be folly to pretend I did not 
see or undMrstand tbe feeling yottr faces so plainly 
ezpresti. Yon have not foigotten Trenton. But, 
gentlemen. Congress has accepted General Lee's ex- 
planation of his absence, and we must accept the 
deciraon. It is to our interest to do so. General Le« 
is a capable officer and is valuable to our cause. I 
&^ you, then, to be generous in yoor thoughts of 
him, and courteous in your actions. Think not on« 
instfuit of &Qy slight to me. 1 ask it as a favor, 
friends. 

Yabnuh. I promise you, General Washington, 
to receive General Lee with civilityt 

McIntosh. It will go 'gainst tiie giaia> bnt I will 
treat him with courtesy. 

Others. And II And II 

Washiitoton. X thank yoa, gentlemen. Generid 
Lee arrived a half4ioaf ^;o. I have talked with him. 
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ft&d I SMure yoQ that he was profuse in his apolo- 
gy for failing us at Trenton. Orderly, ask General 
Leetooome. Yoaivillfindhimintheadjutant'Boffioe. 

(£xit Firet Orderly. Enter Second Orderly.) 

SEOom) Obdkrlt (saluting WASHmaTojr). A 
mesBwger ha* just antvod from Y<trk with tJiis 
letter from CoDgress, General. 

Washikoion {taking Utter; apettmg i£). Ex- 
cuse me, please, geatlemen. 

{Reada — looks Irouhhd-) 

This lettm* is serious, officeis — 

{Enter General Jjot — a hriMitmt but hold-iooh- 
ing man offorty-seoen years.) 

Geuecal Lee, you are welcome to Yallej Forge. 

liu! (Rowing). I thank you, General Wa8hiagt(Hi. 

{Turns and bmos to ojfficers, who rise cmd bow 
formally.) 

Wabhukxtwh. Tou are in good tine for our 
oovnnl. I piay you to be seatod. 

(Lbh sits wilh o^oert.) 

This letter has jnat oome from Oongress, Geaeral 
Lee. I vaa about t» tell the officers its contents. 
GentlemeB, I am censured seTecdy for not attack- 
ing PhSade^hia and driving the enemy out. 

Hamilton. It is ontrageous ! 

{Indignant expressions from many.) 

WASBis&ifys {lifting hand). Gentlemen — please 
— Congress complains of being obliged tt) flee from 
Fhiladel]^ to hold their atttiqgs •t York. They 
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ask why the capital city should fall into tiie hands 
of the enemy vhen I have an army to defend it. 
Finally, they insist that I attack the British at once. 

Scott. I agree with Colonel Hamilton — it is 
outrageous! 

HuKTiNOTOiT. Does not Congren know tiie con- 
dition of our army ? 

Washisotoh. I have reported it frequently. In- 
deed, only last week I wrote them of our pitiable 
condition here. I told them that scarce half our men 
were able even to build their huts for the winter, 
and that that h^ had to borrow clothing from the 
others to cover their naked bodies. 

Lafatbtfe. Do they know that there is now little 
less than a famine here ? Do they know that our 
men are living on food commonly given to horses? 

FooB. And that they are growing weak from tliis 
steadily? And the officers fare litUe better. 

Yabnith. Do they know that half our men are 
obliged to nt up all n^t by the fire because they 
have no blankets to cover tbem? 

Washihoton. I have kept nothing from them. 

Watke. I tell you, General Washington, that the 
great men who sat in the Hrst and Second Congress 
are no longer there. They are either serving in the 
army or they have accepted civil offices in their own 
States. These Congressmen at York are inferior in 
ability. 

(A^lauaefrom (Ul officers hut Lib.) 
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WABHmGTON (gravely). We must be careful not 
to abuse our government. I think I know where the 
trouble lies — these Congressmen are not military 
men and so do not realize oar necessity. When they 
once understand, they will change their attitude. 

Hauilton. How is Congress to understand when 
it is constantly being told a far different story. 
General? 

Washinqton. DifEerent?- What do yon mean, 
Colonel? 

Hamilton. They are told that we have a force 
eijoal to that of the British and in splendid condi- 
tion to fight. 

Washinqtok. My enemies t^e an ungenerous 
advantage of me. l^ey know that I cannot publish 
to tbe world the actual number of our soldiers. That 
is a secret we must conceal, or the British will soon 
have us at their feet. 

Lafatsttb. Bat it is unfair that you should be 
thus derived of a word in your own defense. 
{Murmurs of c^jproval.) 

WAsmKGiON. Nevertheless, General Lafayette, I 
must continue to be silent, bat I shall request an 
investigation by Congress. I shall ask them to send 
a committee here at once. 

Hamilton. One look at onr camp will end all 
talk of attacking. 

All Oppioers (6«( Lkb). Yes — yes — it will- 
it willl 
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Wabhchoton. Ton do not speak, GeMral Lee 
What IB your (^iaion? 

Lbb. I do not agree with your other generali, yooi 
Dxceilency. I favor an attack. 

(€^cer» look at Iab with indignation.) 

WASHDroTFOK. But, (General Lee^ we kare osly 
eleven thooaand loen, with at least tkrae thousand 
unfit for duty. The British have nineteen thousand 
and all in fine condition. 

Lee. I mean a night attack — a Burprise tbat 
would tont them eorapletely. 

WAB^netQv. My ^ies report the British forti* 
ficatioDS so strong and so well guarded that I woukt 
not risk the lives of oar men against snch odds. 

Lbb. Ton will be censured if yon do not. 

VfAsamoios. And condemned if it|»«Tea{ailaTe. 

HAMiLTOir. Perhaps that is what your Mtemies 
wish, General. They will urge yon on to an attack 
they know wiQ be disastrous. 

Lbb (jumping up, angrily). I>e> yon mean to id- 
sinuate that I am doing that, sir? 

WABmmiTOS {lifting hand). Gentlemen — I will 
not countenance qiiarrels. 

(HAHn/roN rises; hows to WASHnroroN and 
Lbb; sits. Lbb bows to Wamonqton cmd Hamil- 
ton ; sits. WASHWcrros continues :) 

It matters not what the public says — we ronst be 
goTeraed by conditions. If we can only ke^ an 
army together this winter^ we shall do weU. And 
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ve will not be idle. We will attack the small troops 
of British that leave Philadelphia for forage. We 
must prevent Tory fanners from taking food in to 
them. In fact, we can harass them in many ways. 
And then^ when ^uing comas, the British General 
will still find an American army upon his heels • — 
■till ready to pursae and annoy him. He will find 
he has gained nothing hy seizing Philadelphia; 
whereas we shall have gained everything. We will 
have had time to strengthen our army and obtain 
supplies — a tiling far more necessary to us just 
now than a victory. 

Lee. But, General, how can we hope to obtain 
■applies for tike winter? Congress cannot borrow 
money enough now to care for the few men you have. 

WiJaiNCKTON. We must get loans from individu- 
als. It is my plan to write prominent and wealthy 
men in every State for money. Indeed, I have al- 
ready sent many letters, and others most go out to< 
day. So I pray you to excuse me, gentlemen. Col* 
onel Hamilton, please remain to assist me with these 
letters. 

{Offieera hove and go out. KjMwros crosses to 
table ; prepares to write. Washington stands lost 
m deep thought. At last he turns to Hamilton — 
tweaks sadly — ) 

Well, my boy, I am being assailed by my own 
oountrysten. I have been wounded in the house of 
my friends. 
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Bamilton. It is all because of certain tneD vho 
are jealous o£ ;oa. General. They are trying to 
force you to resign. 

WAsraNGTOiT. It may be — 

{Enter Mrst Orderly.) 

Orderly {aaluting). General Lee desires to see 
you at once, your Excellency. He asks for a private 
interview. 

W^SHinaTON. Admit General Lee, Orderly. 

(Exit Orderly. Pause. Enter Leb. Me stops 
tqton seeing Hamilton.) 

Leb. I should like a private interview, Gen- 
eral. 

Washington. Colonel Hamilton is in my confi- 
dence in all military matters. 

Leb. But this is of personal interest to you. 

Washinotdn. I prefer him to be present 

Lbe (controlling his anger). As you please, Gen- 
eral. My errand here is due entirely to my consid- 
eration for you. 

WiSHnroTON (sitting). Be seated. General. 

Leb (sitting). I have lately had private informal 
tion as to a certain action Congress contemplates in 
regard to your Excellency — 

(Pause ; looks at Hahilton.) 

Washhtoton (not heeding his glance). Are you 
at liberty to give me this information ? 

Lbb. I am, General, though I regret to be the 
bearer of such news — 
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WAsmNGTON (ealrrUy). Proceed, 6en»al Lee. I 
wiah Colonel Hamilton to hear. 

Lbe. To be brief, then, — Congress means to 
withdraw your command of the army unless you 
attack Philadelphia soon. 

W-AaHnroTON (calmly). I thank you, General, for 
telUog me. Whenever Congress wishes to relieve me, 
I shall go, and gladly. Domestic life would be sweet, 
indeed, after the discomforts we are enduring here. 
And the business of my plantation is far more attrae- 
tive than the horrors of war. So I repeat — I shall 
go and gladly. 

Leb. But, sir, it would be a disgrace unspeakable I 

Wabhihotoh. Do you think, then, that I should 
resign to spare myself this disgrace? 

Lbb. By no means ! I advise you to attack l^e 
enemy. If defeat comes, yon cannot be blamed, for 
you have been urged thereto by Congress. 

WASHmoTON. It is your opinion, then, that I 
should allow half of my men to be alun to save my 
self from dismissal? 

Leb. It is not so certain they will be slain. 

Wabhinqton. It is as certain as night and day. 
All of my officers agree with me but you. 

Lee. I would save you from di^ace. 

Hamilton (angrily). Do you think we are chil- 
dren, sir, that we cannot see through your designs? 
You are trying to force General Washington into 
disgrace I You want his position for yourself, sit I 
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Lee (angrily). How. dare yoal Retract yooi 
vords, this instant I 

(Both draw their swords. Washinoton sttps 
between them.) 

Washington (sharpli/). Come — let ns have 
done with quarrels I Sheathe your swords, I pray 
you! 

(The men hesitate. Enter Second Orderly.) 

OsDBBLT (salutmg Washihgton). A lady is wait- 
ing to see you, General — a Mrs. Hugh FergoBon, 
of Philadelphia. 

Washington. What is her errand here? 

Obdeblt. She would not say. 

Washihgton. Then I refuse to see her. 

(Miter Mrs. FERdvaos just as Orderly is turn- 
ing to go. She is a woman of refinement; is hand- 
somely dressed, wearing costly furs.) 

Mbs. Ferguson. I be^ your pardon, General 
Washington, for entering in this way, but I must 
see you. It is most important — 

(Lee and Hamilton sheathe swords. WASHmo* 
TON 6owj« formally to Mrs. FEBGimoN; waits for 
her to proceed.) 

I am Mrs. Fei^son, General. You have no doubt 
heard of my family. My father is Dr. Thomas 
Graeme, of Philadelphia. 

Washington (nodding slightly). And your hus- 
band is Hugh Ferguson, an officer in the British 
service. And you are much in the company of Tories. 
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Mb8. Fbbqvbon (quickly). But I mjself am a 
Patriot. I am devoted to my country. Indeed, it is 
my devotion that has brought me here. I come with 
a letter for your Excellency from Mr. Dnch^. 

WASHiifOToiT. The Mr. Dach^ who was chaplaia 
of onr First Congress? 

Mrs. Fbboubon. Yes, General, — the Reverend 
Jacob Duch^, of Philadelphia. 

WASHEtroTON. He has become a Tory. He can 
have nothing to say to me. 

Mrs. Fbbouson {offering letter). Only read his 
letter I I promised him I would deliver it into yoor 
hands. I pray you to take the letter I The contents 
are of the greatest importance. 

Washington (to^n^Jet^er). Be seated, Madam. 

{Mra. Fbbgubos sits. Washington reads letter; 
shows increasing indignation.) 

Had I hut known what this letter contained, I 
would not have read it, Madam. 
(To Hamilton.) 

This Jacob Huch^ informs me that we can never 
be victorious. So he bids me abandon the dearest 
hope of this country and reject the Declaration of 
Independence. He tells me it is our duty to submit 
to England's King and all his royal orders. And 
finally he calls upon me to surrender at once to the 
British. 

(Throws letter on table, his eyes blazing with 
wrath.) 
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Colonel Hamilton, send that letter to Congress at 
once ! Say I advise the arrest of Mr. Dnch^ ; say 
also that Mrs. Hngh Ferguson should be watched, 
as she is no doubt a spy in the British service. 
(Hamiltoh zorUe$ letter.) 

Mrs. Ferguson. Not Not I am a Patriot t I 
protest I am a Patriot 1 I did not know what that 
letter contained. I thought it a plan for making 
peace. 

Washinoton. Beturn to Philadelphia, Madam, and 
tell Mr. Dnch4 that I shall not surrender. Tell him 
there will be some kind of American army so long as 
there is a British soldier upon this soil. Tell him if we 
are beaten here, we will retire to the Alleghanies, and 
thence to the Mississippi. But aarrander — never 1 
And tell him also I will not resign. My enemies may 
insult me aud heap slight upon slight. No personal 
thrust shall harm me. Myhearttellsmethatithasbeen 
my coDstant aim to do the best that circumstaucet 
would permit. I am in this war because I believe it 
is right and just, and with Grod's help I mean to 
conquer. Tell Mr. Duch^ that. Madam, and come 
no more to my camp. 

Mrs. Ferguson. I did not know — I am a Pat- 
riot -~ I protest I am a Patriot — 

(Washinoton points to door. SIxit Mrs. Fkb- 
QV^>N frightened. Wjushinoton turns to Lbb.) 

You have heard my message to Mr. Snch^. In 
that, you have had your answer. I shaU not resign. 
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Nether shall I attack the British now. Allow me to 
bid you good-day^ air. 

(Bows to Lee, who is thus compelled to retire^ 
vexed and baffled.) 



ACT m 

SCBHK I 

TncB : Deetmber iS, 1783. 
Place : Anw^polia, Maryland — State Sou$9. 



Nbv Chakactebs 
Mbs. Qeoboe 'Washihgton. Fibsi Youno Ladt. 

GtoTEENOB OP MABTIJUni. SECOND YOUNQ LaDT. 

Ck>v£BN0B'8 Wife. Thibd Youno Ladt. 

CriBL. FmsT Youth. 

MoTHEB. Second Yodth. 

ViBBT Man. Thied Yoiith. 

Second Man. Ptbst Woman. 

Third Man. Second Woman. 

FoORTH Man. Thied Woman. 
Ootebnob's Suite, People. 



(State House is surrounded by an immenee 
crowd of people. Enter others constantly.) 

GiBL (at edge of crowd). Do you think we can 
see him from here, mother? 

MoTHEOt. Yes — he will pass this way. He mast, 
to enter the State Honse. 
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Omif. There are thoosaada wai^Dg to aee him. 

MoTHEB. Eveiy ooe yranta to see General Wadbr 
iogton, DOW that he haa been viotorious- 
(They tcUk aside,) 

Febst Mait (to hia companions). It Taa a glori- 
ous victory at Yorktowo, friends ! The flower of the 
British army surrendered to General Washington. 

Sboond Max. And England has been forced to 
make peace with as at but, and acknowledge our 
independence. 

Thibi> Man. No wonder Oeneml Washuigton is 
a hero. The people seem to worship him. 

FotraiH Man. Thej should. No man has made 
more aaerifioes for our cause. For e^ht yeanfaefaat 
carried the burden of the war npcoi his shonldets. 
And much of that time envious men were secretly 
trying to blacken his name and take his command 
from him. 

Sbookp Man. And where are those men tcnjajt 
Congress finally saw Charles I^ee in his true light 
and diamiased him from the service. C^ttefi fadecl 
into insignifioaoee, as did all the others. 

FtBST Man. Thar very names will soon be for- 
gotten, but Washington's will last forever. 
(Thetfpass on. Enter three yotatg ladies.) 

FiBsc YooNQ Last. Oh, I am bo anztons to see 
him I He is a wonderful hero ! 

Second Yomro Laj>t. Everybody loves himt 
They say his officers all w^ wb«n tbe war was over 
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and he told them good-bye. And the Genend himMlf 
was ao moved he could not speak, but embraced the 
officers aad wept mth them. 

Third Yming Last. Asd great ennrda followed 
him wherever he went I And there were manj ban- 
qiiets in his himor. 

FnuT Yovxo Lai>¥. I betieve we can see him bet* 
ter over there. 

(Th€ffpa»$ on. Miter thrte youtha.) 

FiBST YoTJTH (looMTtff at his loatch). It is about 
time fat the General, boja. He was to appear before 
Congress at noon. 

Sbooitd Yoora. I wonder if thej will ofCw to 
mahe him king of America. 

Thibd Youth. Certainly tbey will not! Did n't 
he refuse to accept the orown when it was offered 
him by Colonel Nicola last year? And the Colonel 
was supported by a large number of promiDont 
men. 

Sbookb YotTTH. Yes, but Ihey were not the Con* 
gress. The General m^ht Ksten now. 

Thibd Youth. Congress wouldn't dare — they 
know what the General wrote to Colonel Nicola. He 
said that the mere suggestion of being made king 
was hateful to him. 

Fifth Youth. And I believe it was, too! He's 
not that kind of a man. 

(They pass on. Several fashionably dressed 
loomen approach.) 
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FiBST Woman. Is it true that Mrs. Washiii^n 
tBiritii him? 

Sboond Wouan. Ob, yes ! She vill have a place 
in the giUlery while the GeDeral is lesij^tiing his 



TmsD Woiuir. They will go to Mount Yenion 
jost as soon as the ceremony is over. The Governor 
of Maryland and his suite will accompany them part . 
of the way, and show them every honor. 
(Cheers hecard, off.) 

FiBSi Woman (Joohmg off). He is coming 1 
There is General Washington 1 

Sboohd Woman (looking off). He is walking 
with the Governor I 

(People cheer and wame handkerchief a.) 

Thibd Woman. Do you see Mrs. Washington? 
She is with the Governor's wife. 

(Ckeera continue. Miter General Wabhinoton 
with the Governor of Maryland. They are followed 
by Mrs. Washingtoh and the Governor's wife. 
Then cornea the Governor's suite. Washinoton 
amiles and lifts his hat to p&>ple genertUly. He 
enters State Some, followed by his party. Cheera 
continue.) 
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ScXttE II 
TiBlE: Immediately /ollotoing. 
Place : Senate ChanAer in State Houk. 



New Chabactebs 
Gkneeal Mifflin, President of Congreaa. 
Chaales Thompson, Secretary of Congress. 

CONOBESSHKN', SpeCTATOBS, LaDIBS. 



(The floor of the chamber is filled with Con- 
gresamen toko are seated, and toith spectators who 
are standing at hack Gallery is filled with ladies. 
Miter General WASHmaiON, accompcmied by the 
Governor. President Mifflot and Congressmen 
rise. The Secretary crosses to meet Washdigton 
and escorts him to platform. Mrs. Washihoton 
appears in gallery and ia given a place in front row 
in center. The Cfovernor's wife accompanies her.) 

MiFFUH. General Washington, the United States, 
in CongreBS assembled, are prepared to receive yonr 
oommunicationg. 

Wabhingioh.* Mr. President, — The great events 
on which mj resignation depended, having at length 
taken place, I now have the honor of offering my 
sincere congratulalion to Congress, and of present- 
ing myself before them, to surrender into their 
hands the trust committed to me, and to claim the 
indulgence of retiring from tiie service of my coun- 
* Wuluagton'i Mtnal ■peech, ihorteiied. 
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try. Happj in oar new itste of independence, and 
pleased with the t^portunity afEorded the United 
States of baeoming a rs^>ected nation, I lesign with 
satisfaction. Having now finisbed the work as- 
signed me, I retire from tlie great theater of action. 
And, bidding an aCFectioaate farewdl to (hie august 
body, I here offer my commisBion, and take my 
leave of all the enploymenta of pnblio life. 

(Hands hia commianon to Preaidrnt, who re- 
xieivea it.) 

Mifflin.* Sir, — ^e United States, in Oongress 
assembled, reoave with profound emotion t^e S(demn 
resignation of the cotomiflsion ander which yoa 
have led their troops through a perilons and doubt- 
fal war. Called upon by your country to def«td 
its invaded rights, you accepted the sacred charge 
while it was without funds or a government to sup* 
port yoB. You have conducted the great war widi 
wisdom. You have persevered, until these United 
States, aided by die generoas Khtg of France, bavo 
been enabled to close the war in freedom, safiety 
and independmoe. And dow you retire from mili* 
tary command. But iA*e g^ory of your virttie* wiU 
not terminate ; it will continue to remotest i^ea. 
We pray to Almighty God to foster your life with 
all his oare ; to ke^ your days as happy as they 
have been illustrious ; and to finally give yon the 
nwaid that this world cannot give. 

> UittiB't tnbui i^Mobf-iksctraad. 



by Google 



THE HAK WHO BOBB THE BUBDEET 801 



In Gx parlor at Moant Vernon atabda Ganenl G«o^ 
Washii^ton receiving, frem tbree mamben of Congress, 
the offi<»al notice of hia dbotion as Freudent of the United 
States. Standing near bf ia Mrs. Gaoi^ WasbiagtOB, 
i^PT and pnnd. 



General Washington is seen riding a 8|Hrited horse, ao- 

companied by a large number of United States cavalry. 

They are approaching a triumphal arch in the city of 

Philadelphia. Od the arch is the inscription — 

Pretideta George Waahitufton, 



General Washington is seen walking in the main street 
of Trenton, New Jersey. He is accompanied by many dig- 
nitaries. Preceding him are a number of yonng girls, 
dressed in white and strewing flowers along bis path. Two 
cany a white silk banner upon which in letters of gold are 
the words — 

Our President. 



General Washington is seen arrinngin New York Gty. 
He stands on a barge which is mann^ by thirteen oars- 
men dressed in white. On the dock, waiting to receive 
him, stands the Mayor of New York, accompanied by all 
officers of state. The shore is crowded with a great maaa 
of fiheering and waving people. 
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The Senate Chamber is seen filled with United States 
Senators and CongresBmen. The galleiy is packed with 
spectators. On the phttform stands General Waahlngton. 
He £aoea Chancellor Liringsbm who is giving the oath of 
office. The Chancellor holds the Bible before Washing* 
ton, who bows and reverently kisses the book. ImmedU 
atelf the people shout and oheer, bells ring, and the 
boom of cannon is heard. 
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